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RECOMMENDATION. 


HE late Rev. Mr JAMES Herver, in his Medita 

tions, Vol. I. pag. 27 1, ſpeaking of the righteouſ- 
nels of God, ſays, ** This, and ſeveral other hints, 
Joh interſperſed 1 in the. two. volumes, refer to the ac- 
tive and paſſive righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed | 
to believers, for their juſtification, . Which, in 
the opinion of many great ex poſitors, is the my- 


cc 


ew 


5 


« ding garment,” ſo emphatically and forcibly re- 
« commended by the Teacher ſent. from God, 
« Matt. xxii. 11. A doctrine, which ſome of thoſe 
who honour my meditations with a peruſal, proba- 
«© bly may not receive with much, if any, approba- 
„ tion. I hope, the whole performance will not be 
4 caſhiered for one difference in ſentiment. . And I 


{tical and the moſt. ſubtime. meaning of the © Wed- 
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beg that the ſentiment itſelf may not haſtily be re-- | 


« jected, without a ſerious hearing. For I have the 
% pleaſure. of. being intimately acquainted with a 
„ gentleman of good learning, and diſtinguiſhed . 
ſenſe, who had once; as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions a- 
gainſt this tenet, as can well be imagined; yet. 
now he not only admits it as a truth, but embraces it 
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rock of his hopes. 


„A clear and cogent treatife, written by Mr 
40 
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_ ouſneſs of God, was the inſtrument. of removing his 
cc 


prejudiees, and .reducing him to a better judg- 


„% ment.“ And the univerſal” ſatisfadtion given to 


experienced Chriſtians, of every denomination by the 


peruſal of this book, leaves no room to doubt, but chat. 


this neꝶ edition will be „ * the * 
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BENJAMIN JENKS, entitled, Submiſſion to the be. | 


as the joy of his heart, and cleaves to it as the | 
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THIS little wie; which now for feverud: wars | 
has paſſed in the world with ſome. acceptance, I 
and, for ought 1 know, without any public contra- If 
ion, adventures again abroad in another edition; Ih. 
the former imprefiors being a good while ſince gone ſia 
off, 1 hope to the good fatisfaQtion of all ſach as ſeek ea 
after that righteoufneſs, the work of which is Wes ei 
and its effect quietneſs and aſſurance ſor ever. 
And if there be not ſuch an univerſal acquieſcence 
among us, in this comfortable doQring of our church, 
as there ſeems to be at this time, in the happy curl. 
ing mother of our chureh, thoſe prejudices ane 
gruclgings which may yet remain againſt it, do afford 
© reaſon, more than I could wiſh, ſor the further in- 
lifting upon it: but no reaſon can I apprehend, why 
a miniſter of the goſpel ſhould fear co perſiſt in at- 
lerting the faith of the goſpel; and ſuch a truth as 
is of the laſt importance, plainly taught by the na 
church, as well as bz Y the ſeripture, 1 in terms fo ex- 
prefs, that a great man in the learned world, one of the Fu 
eminent heads and reputed oracles of his univerſity, Dr 
hay worthy friend, lately going to reſt ſrom his ar-Þ{ þ 
duous labours.) could not forbear to make the ingen 
ous acknowledgement, that'Fhad the articles of our s 
, church clearly on my fide. And when I mendedfis 
bim of a penetrating expoſitor preſiding. in this 
church, who (a little before) had endeavoured to 
give thoſe articles a turn the remonftrant way, he 
replied with ſeme best, It Will rever do, and that-lf 2 
; os | | WS 
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2 vain thing for any one to attempt it. Though. 
at the ſame time, himſelf thought fit to undertake 
the vindication of that very cauſe, which he confeſſed 
waz oppolite to the undoubted lenſe of his own 
church, 
I am willing to think, that it was ; only. (di ener 
PD gratia) to tempt the country-perſon. For when he 
Dirk ſhewed me his celebrated hook, (now publiſhed,) 
his expreſſion was, That he had thereftabbed the Socine» 
ian cauſe. Put I am apt to think that none ho is in 
© earneſt on the part of Arminius, can ever give So- 
„leinus any thruſt to reach the heart. ; | 
Though ſew Pelagians think fit to own the hate- 
e [ful name, even while they ſtickle for the. petlilent 
„ Idoctrine; according to St. Jerom's obſervation, 
- | That Pelagianiſm is the only hereſy, which is aſham- 
led to appear for the cauſe abroad, which its fauters 
4 ſſuggeſt and propogate in corners; yet experience 
n- tells us, what. credit a prevailing mode can give to 
iy Things none of the beſt. Yea, let them be never ſo 
. Fnde fencible, yet, if ain upon depraved nature, 
as hey will not want for champions and. abetiocn ta 
ke maintain the canis; even to death. 


ke Tull of othellion, Fe "he 
F. r fight, or travel, or deny U e Fotos © 
| hat —_ haſt. nd ta do my W HERE. 
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| verſatics and profeſſed inſidels, but by fuch as lurk 
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may fly in my face, where I have begun to break up 

the fallow:ground, I ſhall not take 2 hand off from. 
This ploughbz. 

And to fee the faith of Chriſt efaulted and attach 
ed, not only (as when it firſt ſet out) by open ad- 


within the church, and paſs under the Chriſtian 
name, is enough to raiſe every believer's indignation, 
that would not be a wuen to his own. e re- 
ligion. | 
Indeed the cauſe which 1 toke: upon me here to 
maintain, as it deſerves, ſo it has, many much bet- 
ter champions. But yet, Fhope, it may reecive no 
detriment from my concern in it, when it ſhall ap. 
- pear, that one of ſuch ſmall acceompliſhments has 
yet ſo much to-ſay for it. And truly that which is 
of God needs little of man, where holy ſeripture 
ſhall but be hrard. But whoever they be that can 
make light of what is ſpoken by the Lord, are not 
like to regard what is ſaid by the bet Chriſtian, or 
by the greateſt ſcholar in the world. No; the lofty 
opinion whieh they have of their on ſofficiency, i 
makes them ſo aſſuming, to diQate, as oracles infalli- 
ble, to all the world: yea, and to model all the" 
'word of God, and teach- men more by a ſew words, 
in ſeven minutes, than any one, that labours in theft 
word and doQrine, ſnhall do in feven years. Alas e 
we darken the matter; but they make it plain s 
* indeed, that they would explain the faith of ou. 
Lord quite out of the church, . and out of-the world. 
Though they will net ſuffer us to recede a title 
from the expreſs words of ſeripture, when it is theirf" 
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_ Pleaſure; yet let us but offer to hold them to it 


: * then, it is none of God's. word, but only oulBu 
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enſe; and what reaſon have they to be determined. 
y that? Their on reaſon, (as the candle of the 
ord,) they are ready to fall down and adore ; not 
emembring, that fill it is but a candle, and fo di- 
ainiſhed ſinee the fall, as*to.dwindle in the jocket. 

\nd all, the candles upon earth mult never offer to 
ie with the {un in the heavens ; nor can they, with 
all their light united together, ever make ſuch a day, 
1s be alone does make. Vet will they not give the. 
gather of lights leave to reveal any thing, but what 
heir reaſon can ſathom, and graſp, and eaſily deal 
ith, And ik they abide ſtall peremptory by it, 
hat what is above our reaſon to conceive, is above 
dur faith to believe, (keeping firialy tenacious of 
that maxim,) they muſt turn ſuch ſceptics, as to diſ- 
believe, not-only, the infinite, eternal being of God; 
an ut the very frame and union of their own ſouls and | 
\orÞodics, and a hundred incomprehenſibles, 1 in common 
or Nature, juſt before them, which will ſo baffle them, 
ſtyrbat they. ſhall never be able to reſolve N icodemus' 5 

ueſtion, How cap theſe things be?” 18 

Though it is true, men are not to / pull out their 
on eyes, becauſe theſe cannot ſee quite within, the 
121VENS," nor repounce their underſtanding, becauſe 
t is not infinite, to parallel his that give it. For 
pcaſon, in its own ſphere, is an execllent guide; ; and 
far as it demonſtrates, we may be certain. But 
hen there are demonſtrations of the, ſpirit, as well 
as of reaſon; and, J hope, thoſe. ſhall be allowed ſu- 
perlor to theſe. For though the ſpirit of a man 
nos the things of a man; yet -* the things. of God 
knows no man, but the Spirit of God,” 1 Cor. i. 11. 
But. even theſe. things, ſome, notwithſtanding, would 
e thought as able to maſter, as any thing elle. . nd 
ON | | e 
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where they are above them, even for that reaſon 
they will take leave to rejet them; nor think it e- 
nough to pals by them, but they muſt alſo caft their 
 - ſcofffs at them, and blunder on ſtill, even as much as 
' that ruler of the Jews did, John iii: concerning re- 
generation, and the other dockrines of faith thereon de- 
pendent. 

But what Chiriftiens, indeed, can” they be this tilts; 
that were never born of the ſpirit of Chriſt, nor. by 
that Spirit and faith conjoined to the glorious head 
of Chriſtians? Yea, what part are they like to have 
in regeneration, or in Chriſt himfelf, that ſeem nvei- 
ther to know nor to care, whether there be any 
Holy Ghoſt, by whom alone they can be ſo renewed 
and united 7 and inſtead of ſeeking to partake of him, 
are readier to do deſpite to him? And how can we 
ever believe them to be led by that Spirit, which 
they have the foreheads to mock and blaſpheme? 
7 Let them pretend to be never ſo good, I cannot ad- 
mire the goodneſs of thoſe men, that are fer tearing 
up the very roots, upon which allotrue goodneſs 
ſhould grow. "Rather do 1 admnire their confidence, P 
to pretend either to goodneſs, or to the Chriſtian 
name, who ſet To light by that bleſſed Spirit, which 
makes all the true Chriſtians that are in the world. II 

How allowable ſoever it might be for heathens; who 
knew no better, to ſet up natural light above all; 
yet when ſuch as have the bleſſed goſpel, cannot for- 
bear to burleſque and expound it even all away, they 
may look for the heavier fentence from him with 
whom they make ſo bold. When one of his great 
indictments now againſt the world, is of © ſin; becauſe 8 
they believe not on him? John xvi. 10. "Though? 
this they may not think fit 1 to reckon among PE 
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ſins, yet 1s it, indeed, the great leading fin, tha: 
threatens them with a dreadful doom, if they do not 
mend their creed, as well as their morals, and make 
better friends with the Son of God, and acknowledge 
his deity, and beg his mercy, and look 40 be pardon- 
ed and ſaved by his merits. But O how far are they 
from this, whoſe confidence of their own opimon riſes 
ſo high, as even to give defiance to all that dare but 
make any queſtion of it, whether they may not be de- 
ceived ? | 

It is true they had a noble maſter here in England 
for one of their founders, whoſe writings we know; 
and ſome of his dying words to his children, (I have 
heard,) were to the ſame tune, ſaying, “ They talk 
« of truſting in Chriſt for ſalvation ; but I would 
«© have you to be virtuous, and truſt to your virtue 
to make you happy.” Vet after the little brokers 
and well-willers here to the cauſe, have been ſetch- 
ing from their factors beyond ſeas, and alſo drawing 
from the ſtock of this learned deiſt at home; not- 
wichſtanding all the, kelps they have, and all the 
pains they take, never are they like to find a quiet 
trade, and good ſucceſs, as long as the goſpel lies 
but open, and ſo clear againſt them ; unleſs we ſhould 
put fuch an arrcafonable value on their reaſonings, 
as to hearken to them, more than to our Lord him- 
ſelf, and all his own inſpired meſſengers. _ 

Such as ſet. up their new ſangles, inſtead of the 
faith once. delivered to the ſaints ; and not only vi- 
lify, but nulliſy the grace of faith, and while they 
make ſuch a ſeorn of others ſyſtems, and pretend to 
give us a pandect of the Chriſtian doQtrine ; either 
quite leave out faith, as an ingredient of little or no 
ule, or Je they cannot, for ſhame, omit e the mention of 
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where they are above them, even for that reaſon 
they will take leave to reject them; nor think it e- 
nough to pals by them, but they maſt alſo call their 
ſeoffs at them, and blunder on ſtill, even as much as 
that ruler of the Jews did, John ili. concerning re- 
generation, and the other do&rines of faith thereon de- 
pendent. 

But what Chriftians, indeed, can they be this while. 
that were never born of the ſpirit of Chriſt, nor by 
that Spirit and faith conjoined to the gloricus head 
of Chriſtians? Yea, what part are they like to have 
in regeneration, or in Chriſt himſel!, that ſeem nri- 
ther to know nor to care, whether there be any 
holy Ghoſt, by whom alone they can be ſo renewed 
and united ? and inſiead of ſeeking to partake of him, 
are readier to do deſpite to him? And how can we 
ever believe them to be led by that Spirit, which 
they have the forcheads to mock and blaſpheme ? 
Let them pretend to be never ſo good, I cannot ad- 
mire the goodneſs of thoſe men, that are for tearing 
up the very roots, upon which all-true goodne!s 
ſhould grow. Rather do I admire their confidence, 
to pretend either to goodneſs, or to the Chriſtian 
name, who ſet To light by that bleſſed Spirit, which 
makes all the true Chriſtians that are in the world. 

How allowable ſocver it might be ſor heathens, who 
knew no better, to ſet up natural light above all ; 
yet when ſuch as have the bleſſed goſpel, cannot for- 
bear to burleſque and expound it even all away, they 
may look for the heavier ſentence from -him; with 
whom they make ſo hold. When one of his great 
indictments now againſt the world, is of © fin, becauſe 5 
they believe not on him,” John xvi. 10. Though 9 
this they may not think fit to reckon among their 

| fins, 


TO THE READER. ix 


ſins, yet is it, indeed, the great leading fin, tha: 
threatens them with a dreadful doom, if they do not 
mend their creed, as well as their morals, and make 
better friends wich the Son of God, and acknowledge 
his deity, and beg lus merey, and lock 1d be pardon- 


ed and ſaved by his merits. But O how far are they 


from this, whole confidence of their own opimon riies 
ſo high, as even to give defiance to all that dare but 
make any queſtion ot it, whether they may not be de- 
ceived? 

It is true they had a noble maſter here in England 
for one of their founders, whoſe writings we know ; 
and ſome of his dying words to his children, (I have 
heard,) were to the ſame tune, ſaying, They talk 
of truſting in Chriſt ſor ſalvation ; but I would 
have you to be VIrtuous,: and truſt: to your virtue 

* to make you happy.” Vet aſter the little brokers 
Ty well-willers here to the caufe, have been ſetch— 
ing from their factors beyond ſeas, and alſo drawing 
The the ſtock of this learned deiſt at home; not- 
withilanding all the helps they have, and all the 
pains they take, never are they like to find a quiet 
trade, and good e as long as the goſpel lies 
but open, and fo clear againſt them ; unleſs we ſhould 
pat tuch an anreafonable value on their reaſonings, 
as to hearken to them, more than to our Lord him- 
iclf, and all his own inſpired meſſengers, 

Such as ſet. up their new ſangles, inſtead of the 
faith once delivered to the ſaints; and not 'only vi- 
lify, but nulliſy the grace of faith, and while they 

make ſuch a'{corn of others ſyſtems, and pretend to 
give us a pandect of the Chriſtian doctrine; either 
quite leave out faith, as an ingredient of little or no 
ule, or if they cannot, for ſhame, omit the mgntion of 

_ ther, 


5 T0 THE RE ADE R. 
that, which the goſpel all along ſo much inculcatcs, 
yet ſpeak of it ſo ſparingly or triflingly, as if it wer? 
needleſs to inſiſt upon it; and we might even do as well 
without it; or call that the julufying ſalch, and a 
faicrh as much as is needful for any to make them 
Ch wriſtians, which is deed a believing no more than 
the devils do; no more than any hypocrites, unrege- 
nerate perſons, and impenitent ſinners may believe, 
that Jefus of Nazareth is the Nleſſiah: (A ſtingy, 
lüde-bound faith, by which they ſhall not be obliged 
to belicve they his incarnation or ſatisfaction ; ner 
ſo to degrade themſelves, as to put all their 5r at in 
lim, and to look for their whole ſalvation from him.) 
And whenthey taten upon them toenumerate al! the be- 
nefits we have by our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeak not 4 
word of his merit, or redemption through lis blood: 
no, but rather deny his death to be in the room and 
ſtead, of ſinners ; and depend not on tte blood of 
God, to make their peace, and reconeile all things to 
kimſalf; and while they are ſuch buſy men, to ruin 
their own, and others comfort and falvation, would 
be thous?. t yet the only Chriſtians: cur church 
(tion, of Salv.) will not allow them to be fo much 
as Chriſtians at all, when it tells ue, © that 5 
_* faich, in the merits of Chriſt's precious blood, ! 
« the true cauſe of juſtificatien, the holy eSrownft 
« teacheth us: this is the ſtrong rock and foundation 
© of the Chriſtian religion. This docrine advanccs 
« and ſets forth the true glory of Chriſt, and beats 
„down the vain glory of man. And this v hoever 
« Jenies it, is not to be zccounted a Clriſtian man.” 
Therefore what a late writer would intimate, that 
the remonſtrant party is ee to be the greateſt 
part of the church of England, and 2 Nei 0 
| : anilm 
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ſſamſm now the common mode, I will 4 Lao e to be 
| great | Lander ; becauſe J cannot think the main 
oy of cur ergy to be guilty of ſuch prevarication 


ind mere ſame, to ſubſcribe and fignify their con— 


ent to articles and homilies, as ſound and whole- 


ome doGrine, which they believe in their heart to 
r falſe and rotten. 


Yet am I ſenſtble, that ſome things which I here 


lead for, againſt the common cnemies, offenſive to 


ar church, wil! allo grind upon other perſons wath- 
1.1t; whoſe learning and worth in themſelves, as 
ell as their ſation and the dignity of their Places, 
Emmet but honour. And tlis Ganification of my 

tent ſrom them, is ſo far ſrom gratifying any hu- 
hour of con ffediiiGn in me, that I find it really 
ain and grief to me. But where we ſee ſo darkly, 
nd know but in part, millakes are no more than what 
ay be expeced on c:ther ſide. And whether ragy 
n the contrary part, or 1 be in the right, all readers 
take their liberty to judge, as fhiall appear beſt 
2 themſelves. However I believe, and thereſore 
ave I ſpoken, the very ſenſe of my foul; and not 


aly, upon firſt thinking of the matter but as the 


eſult of long ſcarch, and deep conſideration, and 
much 19 3 5 and diligence to compare and weigh 
hat is ſaid on both parts. And now I ſee my obli- 
ation in fo good a cauſe, wherein J have hadfo near 
nd great a concern, to teſtify the goſpel ofthe grace 
God, as the Apcſtle ſneaks, Acts xx. 24. and to 
reak Adee with the Pialmid Fol. Ri. , 16. 
My mouth ſliall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and 
thy ſalvation all the day; for I know not the num- 


very thereof, I will go in the ſtrength of the Lord 
od; 


even of thine only.“ 
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T vill make mention of thy righteoufels, 5 


I muſt 


'Xil TO-TRE READER 
I muſt confeſs, that when firſt I ſet ont for a 
Preacher, I did appear (aſter the then mode of a pre- 
vailing party) a ftickler for Pelagius: and what I 
wanted in ikill, I made up in bitter zeal, againtt all 
that aſſerted and advanced the faith, which then I 
was for running down and that not only as empty of 
of truth, but full of abſurdity. And though I Jaw 
icriptures, and articles, and homilies, all landing in 
my way; yet, being newly come ſrom the fountain of 
Icarnivg, and obſerving which way the ſtream ran 
there, and under what extreme odium was every 
thing that appeared Calviniſtical, (though never fo 
much the expreſs doQrine of the church of England ;) 
and knowing what great names I had then to credit 
and fireng then my cauſe ; and proud alſo of ſome ar- 
guments, wherewith I thought myſelf able to defend 
it : thus I drove on for a while, in my new province, 
till it pleaſed the gracious God, (who kucw what 
need I had to be humbled,) in the midſt of perſed 
health, and all the favour of men, and proſperity of 
the world, to throw me down under great and ſore 
troubles of mind, and doubtings of my ſlate, and 
dread of his wrath : where for a long while lay, re. 
ſuſing to be comforted; yet all that time, not inter- 
mitting the work of my place, but was rather more con- 
corned and ſedulous in it, and (L thought) more 
aſſiſted and fitted for it, than ever before. And in 
that ſchool of ſharp diſciplin xe, did T learn of my hea 
venly Feacher, the doctrine of ſaith, which ever 
fnce I have made conſcience to maintain with all mM) 
ſtrength. And as I dare not (upon any temptation 
whatſoever) offer to oppoſe it myſclt ; {> it touche 
me in the moſl ſenſible part, to hear any contempt 
' Gonified againſt it by others: for there I take the ol 
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man to be up, /e defenderdo, and I cannot but look 
upon the Pelagian ſentiment (in the point I oppoſe) 
as the very didate of corrupt nature, and every un- 
converted man, more cr lets, to be leavened with it. 
So does it claw ſallen man, with a good opinion of 
humſelf, to make him believe, either that he nceds no 
converſion, or that he is man ſufficient to do all be- 
longing to it, at his own pleaſure. And though I 
dare not affirm every Arminian to be unconverted ; 
(no, I am willing to hope better of many ; yea, and 
where I ſee fruits of holineſs in any, I will conclude, 
that there is the root of the matter, however his 
opinion and mine, in ſome things controverted, may 
differ ;) yet muſt I needs declare my very great won- 
der, that any man in the world, who has ever known 
the grace of God in truth, ſhould not be filled with 
the higheſt admiration of that grace; and inſtead of 
offering to diſſemble and cloud it, ſhould not rather 
be moſt free and forward to aſcribe all to it; and ſee 
how little or indeed nothing it is, that a man contri- 
butes to turn the ſcale and make himſelf to differ: 
hen as the gracious God looks upon us in our blood, 
to bid us live, yea, quickens us, even when dead in 
treſpaſles and fins; and till he came with an over- 
ruling impetus upon me, I know too well, that all 
my own power was only to withſtand the work : and 
it would never have been done, if it had not been the 
Lord's own doing. Herein then my own experience 
makes me heartily ſubſcribe to the tenth Art. of free 
will : “ That the condition of man after the fall of 
Adam is- ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare 
„ himſelf, by his own natural ſtrength and good 
«* works, to faith, and calling upon God; wherefore 
„We have no power to do good works, pleaſant and 
„ accept- 
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« a table to God, without the grace of God by 
« Chritt preventing us, that we may have a good 
& will, and ED. with us, when we have that good 
&« wt 1. 25 
| Now, if in ſticking ſo cloſe to the articles and 
» homilics of the church, (vhich I am ſure I do, as I 
really believe I alſo do to the goſpel of our Lord,) 
J muſt be fain to diflent from ſome fathers and ſons of 
the church: yet is it no ſmall relief to me, that I 
have with me, not only all the r:ſormed churches a- 
broad, but (as far as I can learn) all the beſt biſhops, 
and the greate\ worthies that ever preſided over this 
church, for zealous deſenders of this faith. So that 
if L labour under miſtakes abou! the matter whereof Il 
T treat, (as I know who will think T'do,) I bave the 
good hap to be miltaken with the greateſt and beſt 
company in the world. It is worthy to bz obſerved, 
what the archbiſhop's chaplain at the beginning of 
the century now revolved, ſays in his preſace to the 
articles: * The church of England is not in religion 
© changed, or variable like the moon, nor affets no- 
6 velty or new leſſons, but holds ſtedfaſtly and con- 
6% ſcionably that truth, which, by the martyrs and 
© other miniſters in this laſt age of the world, has been 
« reſtored to this kingdom, and is grounded upon 
“ God's written word, the only foundation of our 
« faith.” And indeed the oppoſite doctrine durſt 
ſcarce peep out here ſince the reformation ; till in 
the reign of King Charles J. it began to- ew its 
head with ſome aſſurance: and in tlie reign of King 
Charles II. it grew more rampant, as not only the 
court, but academic mode, and the almoſt only way 
then of preferment, for preachers and writers to in- 
veigh againſt the doctrins of the articles, which they 
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had ſolemnly, acknowledged, ard all, every one, 


agrec able to tl e word 5 od - ard rates endure ſo 
wack as the title, to have them called articles of re- 
ligion, as know ing the religion to be changed ſince 
the articles were made. And chey miglit alſo know 
the ſentence of excommunication to belong to them, 


according to the fifth cannun, as impugnators of any 


of the thirty. nine In eſ:ablilbed in the church 
of England. But wlizre I-cannot hope to convince 
juch as theſe, nor pretend to ipſtruct any rabbies of 
the age; I inten chis plain diſcourſe ſor the ſake of 
thoſe Unlcarned, who need, as much as any clic, to 
be eftabb{h<d, vet may be rather ſhaken and diſſicart- 
ened, than e. OP e ſettled, by the contrary doc- 
trine, verted under tore big names, and backed with 
ſore plautitle alley: tions. But of theſe teachers, I 
ſel net mate bold £0 ſpeak the hard things which 
ſome others 405 zcr here offer them any reprimand, 
but anly to mind them. a little to conſider, how ifs 
right revercud 5 > Hail (whoſe name and memory 
leaves ſo ſweet: ur #0 all good mer) eapitulates 
with Fer e upon his upftart doò rine, (7 Ep. 
6 Decad.) ©* If it be truth then aſfecteſt, v hat! FR : 
„Could never ary eyes, till thine, be Bleffed with” 
« this objet? Where has that ſacrci verity hid her- 
« ſelf thus long, from her carcſul inquiſitors, that 
© ſhe now firſt ſhev's her head to thee unſought ? 
Has the goſpel ſnined thus long and. bright, ard 
left ſome corners unſeen? Ax ay. with all new 
e truths; fair and plauſible they may be, ſound they 
cannot. Some may admire 4pes for them, none 
© ſhall bleſs thee.”? 
Theſe [ſome] may ehe 3 Art. 17. 
to think it a dos rine full of cont rt, indecd, that we 
p | are 
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are juſtified by faith only; but to believe it alfo a 
moſt wholeſome doctrine, there they leave her; un- 
leſs they can fetch themiclves off, with that new no- 
tion of faith, (they ſeem ſo fond of and ſo hot upon,) 
which helps to eſtabliſh juſtification by works, even a; 
the ſame time as they profeſs the doctrine of the 
church, that it is only by faith. And how is'this, 
bat by the fine equivocation of making faith and 
works to be all one, and taking faith only for faith. 
fulneſs, or ſincere obedience? Nay, a certain clergy: 
man (of ſtrange confidence, and ſeeming 1 > por 0 
his own church's doctrine, ) in a folio dedicated to his 
metropolitan, in the late King Charles's reign, de. 
fines the juſtifying ſaith which St Faul ſpeaks fo muc! 
of, to be nothing but the Chriſtian religion; and juſ 
tification by faith, nothing but an adhereing to 
and practice of, Chriſtiag religion. And this he 
counts not enough yet ; but ſoon after adds, that the 
law of faith demands much more than the law o 
works did, (beſtowing a great deal of railing and 
ſcoffing upon all that are contrary minded.) And af 
ter him, a greater man, and mach more wiſe and 
modeſt, yet calls. this faith, our obſervation of the 
laws of Chriſt, and the entire condition of the nen 
covenant, comprehending all rhe duty which it re 
quires. And this ſeems to be the prevailing notion 
among all the writers of that new ſtamp. 
Now do I bleſs God for the ſcriptures, and parti 
cularly St PauPs epiſtles, from which I can eaſily ga 
ther up a ſatisfying notion of juſtifying faith; whe 
theſe men, methinks, lead us into a wood, as if the 
had a mind only to darken a plain matter, and amuſe 
and loſe the reader. And while they 'confound fait 
with works, and make ng difference between believing 
- an 
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ind | obeying, what do they but take away all diftine- 
ion between the cauſe and the effect? and may as well 
ell us, that the ſun in the firmament, and the fruits 
pon the ground, are one and the ſame; or that a 
an's natural life, and all the actions produced by 
hat life, are the ſame: for faith works by love, an! 
s ſhewed by good works; as the ſun helps tb pro- 
lace fruits, and the life to perform actions. It does, 

„„ deed, virtually include obedience, and is the rig- 
SV Fipie of 1 it; but yet I cannot call it the very obedi- 


9 2 


for nce itſelf ; for eſſence and properties {till uſe to have 
1. diſtinct Fonera nion ; though the truth of that 
Hay better be known, by the workings of theſe : yet 


Ul it is one thing, what the true juſtifying ſaith is; 


jul and another thing, what it does effe& where it 18. 
1 grant, that it is ever productive of good works, but 


he fight of God. 


Now ſome that take pains to prove chat to be no 
| af rue faith, which works not a holy life, do only tell 


da, what ſaith is not, to guard it from the abuſes of 
ade pretenders ; but they ſay nothiog at all, what 
t is, to the eſtabliſhment of any true believers ; ; as 
ng as they conceal or deny faith to be the ſouls re- 
ying and truſting on the "merits and ſatis faction of 


hey hold you in hand, {by the driſt of all their dif- 
ourſes on faith,) that right believing 3 18 nothing cle 
” S*ÞWut holy living; and that no faith, but evangelical 
bedience, or a godly, rightcous, and ſober conver'a- 


Nation, and a ſuperſtructure that muſt be built upon 


| 


uſt deny that the works ſo produced do juſtify us in 


bein Jeſas for pardon and ſalvation: nay, while 


ion,) which, we grant, is the neceſſary way of ſal- 


Fith's foundation, that nothing elſe) will ever yu | 
Fo juſiification, i. e. (direftly 1 {9 hs apo" die.) 
* that 
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all true believers in the world; then we cannot b 


to Moſes again; for indeed it is from Chriſt and Mc 
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that we are juſtified by works, and not by faitl of 
And here their aſſurance and ſwaggering grows | 
ſuch a height, that they ſeem to carry all beſo 
them. And had we not better authority, and ſtron 
cr conviction, wherewith to confront their words ar 
reaſonings, we muſt even give up the cauſe, and ov 
our filly miſtake. But when we come to. conf 

ſcriptures, the unanimous confeſſions of the reforme 

politive determinations of our own church, tl 
. of the beſt men, and the experiences 


ſtand amazed at the audacity of ſome church -· mel. 
and Proteſtant writers, that they ſhould ſo eoarſe g. 0 
ule. their own church, and ſo fiercely let fly ! 
the Proteſtant religion. And from ſuch, I ſhall nf}, 
be much ſtartled to hear Antinomian, which I knq h: 
they can throw, as a hard word, at the heads of lone 
that leaſt deferve it, when really the mad rage is |... 
another thing, that ſounds like,1t, Anti-Arminianiſpat 
This is meant, though leſs named, becauſe 
other ſounds more invidious. 
But, indecd, they that make believing nſignifica E 
where there is but the probity of living, thus ſtaf 
ready to ſurrender the great articles of our faith, 
any, Jews, Turks, and. infidels, provided they le 
but a good liſe. or what they are pleaſed to call 
And then Tully and Seneca may do even as wel 
St Peter dsc and we muſt not pegard our L. 
Jeſus, when, he is, {ſo poſitive, Jobn vill. 24. 17 
© believe not that. I am he, ye ſhall die in your fir 
1 will not fay, they would bring us back from Ch 


both, to the old Pagans, that had but the lightſhy 
11 nature, which theſe now ſo cry up. and magnify ab 
the law and the goſpel-too, and effe& to be ſuch 
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ue ſpel en, 


5 Divinity? S bbb dns ſky . 2 
v&Vith che edge of wit they cut and carve, 
Al N triumphs, and faith lies by. 5 Hens. 


And at the ſame time, how do they run e the 
ÞoQrine of our church? which teaches us, (Art. 18.) 
they are to be had accurſed, that preſume to ſay, 
that every man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſect 
bi: which he proſeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to 


ne frame his life sade to that law, and the lieht 


of nature.. 

But though I grant, (and in the following Rſcourle 
hall make appear, to all abuſers of our do&rine,) 
hat any pretences to good faith, without, good life, 
re a dangerous cheat, aud ſcandalous hypoerily ; 
yet we muſt not therefore jumble and confound, the 
Pature and diſtinction of things, to make credenda and 


4 e, in refuſing to believe the record Fhich, he has 


given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.“ 
Though we might pretend to live as well without 


nd throw all our faith and religion upon the holy 


14 lulity, we mall at laſt find that to be the beſt g round- 
by religion; when it is not, what this man ſays, or 


Ch 


ord ſays, and how he has determined, to which we 
ſt Rand; and by which we muſt be doomed; and 
ay bereſore ſhould ot ſuſſer ourſelves to be carried 


ch 
t 


onal preachers, that they es" themſelves to 0 be 


genda terms ſynonymons ; nor dare to give God the 


Þiven of his ſon, 1 John v. 10, 11. That he has 


That belief; yet ſtill muſt we abide by what is written, 


ripture revelation. And whoever deride ſuch crc- 


Bhat the other magiſterially lays down, but 'what the 
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> 4, TO THE READER: 


about with every wind of doctrine, as this or that 
proud wanton opinioniſt dogmatizes or dictates : nor 
let all the world ever unhinge or ſhake us out of that, 
which we find plainly fixed and ſettled in the goſpel 
of truth. No; even he that was for becoming 
all things to all men, that he might gain ſome, yet 
would not heal and accomodate between Chriſt and 
Belial. And however, in leſſer matters, (as to rites 
and ceremonies; and ſuch things indifferent, as ſtrike 
not at the faith of the goſpel,) we muſt not be ſtiff 
and! pugnacious, but bear one another?s burdens, and 
forbear one another in love; yet, when the founda- 
< tions! are undermined, on which the church” itſelf, 
and al! our hopes and happineſs are built, we cannot þ 
think fit then to be ſeeking the commendation: of mild 
and gentle, for giving üp to ſuch ſupplanters of the ſar 
zolpet, that which ſhoutd- be dearer to us all than 
our lives: for eafineſs here will not become us, In 
where faithfulneſs. infinitely 'behoves. us. No, weſt 
nuſt not, for what they call' good humour, nor out 
of compliment to every pretender, renounce the 
faith of Chriſt, nor die in our ſins: for if we loſe the 
fülch, it 18“ doubt we ſhall loſe Tomewhat elſe along 
with, it; and good conſcience will go after it. | Nay, 
the apoſtle tells us, 1 Tim. i. 10. this is thrown over. 
board, before the other is ſhipwrecked. e 
And it were well, if they that cxclajin ſo much 0 
others looſe, tenets, had a little more humility an 
patienee to examine their own ; for they are not eve 
iccountett moft honeſt, that call by the hard name 
firſt. Nor are the voilent- pleaders for holineſs al- 
ways ſound the moſt holy perfons. They do indeed 
but the more awaken 19 when their own 
mouths {0 much extol hemſelver But for all thei 
=, | boaſted 
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TO THE READER xxl 


oaſted ingenuity and probity, let them be never ſo 
righteous and goood, (inſtead of envying, we wiſh. |: 
they were ſtill more ſo;) yet are we not to be awed | 
by the learning of one, nor by the confidence of ano 
ther ; no, nor by the ſeeming honeſty of a third; | 
| 

| 


vhen, in the great matters of ſalvation, we ſee how 
learned men may be in the dark, and. confident men 
ſhamefully out, yea, and good men under foul miſtakes.. 
at we are jure that God's word can never miſ- 
guide us. And if we come there but honeſtly and 
humbly, to learn his will, and cur duty, we may reſt. | 
aſſured, that we ſhall not. err in any needſul point, 
o our. undoing.. And though we mult not expe& || 
now to be above all ignorance and miſapprehenſions; 
yet thus ſhall we be ſecure from all damning errors, 
and deſtroying deluſions. And that is a fatisfaQion, 
s much as we can hope to attain in this life: where- 
In allo we may acquieſce, as ſufficient for our preſent. 


A. — 3 — — — — —— 


ve tate, and not covet to be wiſe above what is written, 
ut or think to be righteous: over - much, or to be juſti- 


ed by a righteouſneſs beyond what the holy icrip--' |} 

ure declares: neceſſary to our juſtificatzon, i- e. the. 

ighteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, apprehended | 

yy nd applied by our faith, which I think, 1 have rea- 

on to call a better righteouſneſs than our own. | 

And they that do not: ſee any reaſon or need that | 
| 


olffhey have to look after it, and. rely upon it, Iam || 
ndſſorry for them; and (in a way further that them- |} 
rerfiiclves ſeem to deſire) I pray the Lord to have mercy 


pon them. - 
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DISCOURSE 
UPON 
ROMANS x. "i 


For they being Z gnorant of Gods 3 
going about - eftabhſh their own righteouſneſs, 
Have not ſubmitted n to ) the righteou je of 
God. 


HE grand i inquiry has moſt of all concerns 
every ſinful man, is, how he ſhall come off, 

and Wag, ace and acceptance with the holy offend- 
cd God ? Though ſecure finners trouble nct their 


heads about ſuch matters, but ſeem to be in more 
Care, how they ſhall keep conſcience aſleep, than _ 


- ++ 


they ſhall anſwer, when brought into judgment; 


they take up with ſome random hopes of the vine 
mercy, without conſulting the divine revelation, to 
inform themſelves upon what terms that mercy will 
be diſpenſed : yet whoever is not ftupid and dead in 
ſin, but js hee and conſcious of his guilt, muſt 


needs have a thoughtful heart, wherewithal te ap- 


4 
„ 


pear before the Lord ;* what to plead, and how to 
e up, at the righteous tribunal of the Judge 
eternal, 


It 


2 Subm; Ton to the 


It is not to turn the bead another way, or * put : 
the evil day far from us;' it is not to hide in the 
thickets of wordly concerns and fruitions; much leſs 
to go and indulge vain pleaſure, and get into jolly P 
company, and their think to cat and drink, and iportM, 
and rant it away. Ah Lord, what phyſic i is this forſſ, 


the afflicted conſcience of a ünner? The poor dif- 
quieted 1oul is not ſo to be ſtilled with rattles or any 
vain diverſions. But when the great trial is yet to , 
come, the great care ſhould be, what defence then toll. 
make, and how to eſcape ? 

That righteouſneſs is needful for the purpoſe, ] 
take all to be agreed. But what righteoufneſs will 
ſerve the turn, and which fort we had beſt truſt to, 
the ſeveral pretenders to righteouſneſs cannot ſo eaſj- 
ly hit it off. Now one of the beſt teachers, fron 
whom we may learn the certain truth, I think I havdghh 
here fixed upon; St Paul, who ſo ſtudioully diſcuſſes 
this point, and to the good ſat is faction of all, but this 
natural man; with whom it ſticks ſo hard, he canno 
ſwallow that doQrine of faich, upon which the goſpe 
of our Lord hangs ſo much, as even the whole of ou 
title to the kindom of heaven : nay, he applauds him 
ſelf in it, that ſuch camels will not down with him 
as that Jeſus 1 is the only begotten Son of God; ane 
that believing, we may have life through his name 
The righteouſneſs of works, that he underſlands we 
enough: but this righteouſneſs of faith, he knows nol 
what to make of; nor will he ever be perſuaded te 
go out of himſelf, and depend upon another, whiel 
he counts fo much below him, and ſuch a ſtoop an 
condeſcenſion as he cannot away with. And of thi 
very ſame Tu and ids ſtill, even to this day 

s, es well as the Jews 

3 Fans Who 


Righteouſneſs of God. | 3 


whom the Apoſtle here oenſures; They being igno- 
© rant of God's righteouſneſs,” &c. 


* heart's deſire and prayer to God for Iſrael is, that 
they might be ſaved.” Their falvation lay very near 
0 his heart; and he was afraid they ſhould miſs it, by 
taking the wrong way, and building all their happi- 
neſs upon ſuch a bottom, as would never bear the ſa- 
bric, but utterly fail them. Nay, he ſeems to make 
the ſaddeſt imprecation upon himſelf for their. ſakes, 


to the fleth*' Why, what was the. matter with 


hem? Were they ſuch wicked livers, as to be noto- 
'Fioully guilty of ſcandalous immorality ? No, it 
Fould ſeem the quite contrary; that they were ſuch 
took care of their ſouls, and minded and followed 


hey are for his worſhip and glory; nay, they ſlickle 


or obedience to his law; and with good intention, 


ad upright conſcience, they defend probity and piety. 
\nd what then would you have more? Suppoſe, they 
abour under ſome miſtakes, and thoſe in fundamen- 
al points of faith, (as you account them ;).yet why 


\polite : no, he eould not think it yet enough, when he 


ſed 


He ſhewed the mighty concern that he had for this | 
people, his countrymen, ver. 1. * Brethren, my 


chap. ix. 3. © I could with that myſelf were accurſed 
from Chriſt for my brethren, my kinſmen according 


hem? and where was the danger that ſo threatened 


he ſervice of God. For (faith he, ver. next before) 
I bear them record, that they have a zeal of God.“ 


> 
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F:nnot you let them alone, when they are ſober, ho- 
Felt, and religious men, that ſeek after God, and 
ave a zeal for him? Yet this would not ſatisfy the. 


new them fo to err in the principle, as was enough 
0 Ke them out all the e 1 * chat they oppo- 


4 . Submiſſion to the 


fed the honour of God, to the Son of God 14nd opp * 
ed the obſervation of the law, to the faith of Chriſt" 
| Whence I ſhall take up this note, by the way"? 
That we ought to be concerned for our friends and" 
neighbours, who ly under damnable errors, though®' 
they may be men of good carriage, and commendable 
converſation. , However our great care muſt be tc el; 
convince and reclaim the vitious and ungodly, le 
them be never ſo orthodox and ſound in their opini is 
ons; becauſe right thinking will never bring a ma" 
to heaven, without holy living: but it is moſt evident 
that preſumptuous ſinners, and workers of iniquityſ'9 
are in the wide way to ruin, let them fancy or believ'P* 
what they will. Vet if a man of virtuous mannerffer 
go to ſet up pernicious errors, and plead for a Jeu © 
1h or a Paganiſh doctrine, that reviles and deſtroyſ2* 
the faith of Chriſt ; here I am for reading that he 
an interrogative, 2 Gor. zh 4. Could you well beat 
with him?“ Or an irony, It is bravely done, to be: > 
with ſuch a one! when we. ought not to bear or ſuffe 
our holy faith and religion to be ſo flurred an r 8 
undermined. For * if the ſoundations be deſtroyeq | 
© what can the righteous. do ? Pſal. xi. 3. How ſhaf" * 
we © build ourſelves in our molt holy faith,” when tit! 
bottom, on which. we ſhould lay the ſaberſtructur rd 
is taken away? Now God's vineyard is not on 
waſted by the boar out of the wood, and devour$s * 
by the wild beaſt of the field, Pſal. Ixxx. 13. but tl Ute 
© foxes even the little foxes, {poil the vines, Cant. Þ © 
15. The fly ſeducers, as well as the profligate L d 1 
. ers, are miſchievous to the church, and to the goſp<di 
and. kingdom of our Lord Jeſus. Vea the ſubtia 
ſoxes may do more hurt than the great ravagif®Þ 
brutes ; becauſe (for their pregnant parts, ready ed 
2 and Plauſble n leſs ſuſpected, a 
_ Jools 


| * Righentufheſe of God. 0 5 
eſooking not wy” honeſt and well-meaning, but good 
nd praiſe worthy. And be it the the moſt eminent 
„an upon earth, nay, an angel from heaven, that 
reaches another goſpel; our Apoſtle is. ſo far from 
5 aving him tolerated, that he pronounces him * ac. 
14 curſed,” Gal. 1. 8. Why, what need ſuch heat and 
te chemence, if a man think he can gain the ſame end 
le$2other way, and obtain heaven by the practice of 
nils virtue, as well as you by the exerciſe of your 
apt? Vea he may count to do it more ſurely, be- 
ntlauſe his virtue* is a reality, and your feith may 
is AG but a fancy. Vet this could not content the 
e poſtle; but he is under a mighty concern to ſet. 
eren right as to the faith of Chriſt; though they had 
ew zcal for God. And ſure then he thought this 
oyould never ler ve the turn, without that. Nay, he 
ew, by experience in his own caſe; that it would 
ent do. For, before his converſion, he could ſay, 
eat he had lived in all good conſcience beſore 
id God.“ Acts xxiii. 1. nay, that as touching the 
af righteouſneſs of the law, he was blameleſs,* Phil. 
6. Nobody could object any thing againſt him, 
5 r a wicked liver. Why, what then was lacking 
tit? and what need of his converſion? Indeed, ac- 
ur@rding to the opinion of ſome, I ſee no need of it at 
on. For he being a moral upright man, of a virtu- - 
urs and pious life, he had already all that was need- 
ti to ſalvation, in their apprehenſion. Nay, beſore 
t. B converſion, they may take him to be a wiſer man, 
e Und in a better condition; as having then all the in- 
of edients of their religion, whatever they reckon ne- 
ibt ary to make one happy, good conſeience, and 
agi obity, a ſober liſe, all commendable behaviour to- 
7 elfrds men; Yea, and a pious care for the ſervice of 
„ 2 A 2 DO | 2" 
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God, according to his underſtanding. But — | 
he is up in the boughs, and. all for revelations and 
myſteries ;. and ſuch ſpiritual notions, aund unintelli-F* : 
gible conceits, as, in others, they call cant, and gib-F* 


* beriſh, and whimſies. When he talks ſo much of the“ 


« wiſdom- of God in a myſtery. The myſtery. of 
* Chriſt; And this myſtery, Chriſt in you, the hope t 
© of glory. His being the expreſs image of his Fa- 
© ther's perſon. The fulneſs of the Godhead dwell- 
© ing in him bodily. The great myſtery of. godlineſs, 
_ © God manifeſted in the fleſh. The things of God 
revealed by his Spirit. God ſhining in our hearts, 
* to give. the-light of the knowledge of his glory, i 
© the face of Jeſus Chriſt. "Phe holy ſeriptures beivg 
able to make one wiſe to falvation, through fait 
* which is in Chriſt Jeſus. The Father's chuſingus in 
© Chriſt beſore the foundations. of the world, (not be- 
* cauſe we were, but) that we ſhould be holy, andf 
© without blame before him in love. God's ſaving u 
© and calling us with a holy calling ; -not accord 
ing to our works, but according to his ownpurſ 
« pole and grace, given us in Chriſt. Jeſus beforgſhi 
the world began. The righteouſneſs. of God wit 
* out the law, by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. Being def 


© livered from the law, to ſerve in newneſs of ſpiritF C 
© Chriſt being made a curſe for us, to redeem us fronff le 
the curſe. of the law. God juſtifying the . believer ] 
gon Jeſus. Counting faith for righteouſneſs, to hinff ot 


 *© that worketh not. Eaying no. foundation, but Jeſuff m 
* Chriſt, . Rüſing from the dead, that Chriſ may giv 
dus light. Being in the Spirit; in Chriſt © Jeſus 
„And Chriſt being formed, and living in us; angw 
g dwelling by faith in our hearts. Having redemppo 


© tion, and being juſtified through his blood. Accep 
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„ed ih the Beloved. Having boldneſs, and acceſs. 
d with confidence, through the faith of him. Being: 
i- ſaved by grace, through faith; and not of ourſelves, 
d- but the gift of God: not of works, leſt any man. 
zel ſhould boaſt,” . t 
off When they ſee him ſo full of this (to. them wild en- 

de thuſtaſm, and running over with ſuch ſublime non- 
a- Iſenſe, do not our ſolid reaſoners (as they would be 
Il- counted) think the man is loſt; his converſion has 
Ipoiled him, and turned the mighty ſcholar into an 
egregious babler? Vea, are they not ready to ſay to 
him as Feſtus, when. he gave the account of his conver» 
on, Acts xxvi. 24. Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf?' 
Whatever may be their compliment to St. Paul, if 
hey do not (with the angry Jeſuit) call him Lutheran 
and heretic, or charge him for talking like a fanatic ; 
ſuch I am- perſuaded, will: be their ſenſe and treat- 
ment of another, and ſo bold would they make with 
my elſe that ſpeaks in bis language. 
But this wonderful convert himſelf was very far 
from being of their mind. And how does he applaud. _ || 
Fs change? and how docs. he deſpiſe * his higheſt — 
ttainments before that? Phil. iii. 4, 8, 9. What 

things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 
Ohriſt. Vea, doubtleſs, and I covnt all things but 
loſs, ſor the excelleney of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the loſs. 
ing of all things: and do count them but dung, that I. 
may win Chriſt, and be. found in Him, not having 
mine own rightcouſneſs, which i is of the law, but that 
| which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs. 
which is of God by faith.“ And what his own eyes were 
ow "opp to ate, ke labours lo much to make N 
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elſe underſtand, and believe,and own. And ſuch as are i. 
yet in the dark about it, he expreſſes his ſorrowful 


heart for them, and uſes his endeavours, and takes a 
great deal of pains to undeceive them, particularly 


in this place) They being ignorant of God's | 


© righteouſneſs,” &e, 

God's righteouſneſs? here, what is it? 11 1 is not 
his own eſſential rectitude, by which he is a righte- 
ous God, and by which infuſed into us, (according to 

Oſiander's wild ſentiment,) he makes us alſo efſential- 


ly righteous, as himſelf, But it is either his vindic - 


tive juſtice, whereby he will take vengeance on all 


ſinners that fall under the curſe of the law, if they 


make not their uſe and benefit of the help and reme- 
dy which he has provided for them in the goſpel. 
Or it is the righteouſneſs, which he requires of us, 
and works in us; not only all outward regularity, 


but that heart-purity which the ſuperficial Phariſees: 


ſeemed not to underſtand, and therefore placed their 
righteouſneſs ſo much (if not all) in rites and forms. 
Or rather, God's righteouſneſs here, is the righte- 
ouſneſs which God beftows upon us, and which his, 


Chriſt has wrought for us ; and that juſtification of a 
ſinner, which comes by the faith of Jeſus, the faith I 
in his blood. (Which is the notion by which F-ſhall Þ 
_ abide.) For ſo indeed the Apoſtle himſelf ex pounds 


it; That, Phil. iii. 9. the righteouſneſs which is 
6 throagh the faith of Chriſt the rightcouſneſs which 
© is of God by faith.“ And, Rom. ili. 21, 22, he calls 


it © the ee of God without the law; — and 


by faith of Jeſus Chriſt,” i. e. a righteouſneſs not 
obtained by our perſect fulfilling of the law in our 


on perſons, but by our believing and relying on the 


Son of God, * all rightcouſneſs for us; whieh, e 
through 
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brough a merciful indulgence, now under the goſ- 
pel-covenant, is imputed to us, as if it had been 
rrought by us. | 

Now, of this richte vun the Jews did not think. 
\nd ſuch a righteouſneſs how many learned knowin 
en even among Chriſtians ſeem ſtill at a loſs to 
amprehend? And going about to eſtabliſh-their 
- F own righteouſneſs,” they would ſet up in its ſtead, 
Y Wome-what which they take to be, not only as good, 
Put more real, and much better; ſomewhat which 
hey work out of the ſtrength of nature; by exereiſe- 
1 ag themſelves in virtuous ways: ſomewhat that is 
Y Hoherent in themſelves, which they attain to by ob- 
- Ecrving the law; and therefore he calls it the righte- 
J. F ouſneſs of the law,” and their own, as not made over. 
5, Jo them by imputation from Chriſt, in whom believ- 
rs are ſaid to be © the righteouſneſs of God, 2 Cor. 
s. 21, 
ir And let not any imagine, that by their own riphte- 4 
8. Puſneſs here, | is meant only ſuch a righteouſneſs as 
& Fonfiſts in works of the cerimonial law, or hypocriti- 
is, al works, and ſuch as are done before faith and |} 
fa grace. For it is the righteouſneſs of ſuch a law the i 
th Npoſtle ſpeaks of, by which is the knowledge of ſinß ? 
all End that ſays, * Thon ſhalt not covet,” Rom. vii. 7. 
ds þ law that { juſtifies the doers of it, Rom. ii. 23. a 
is aw, © which if a man do the things injoined in it, he 
ch{ſhall live by them, Rom. x. 5. a law which is * eſta- 
is Pliſhed by faith,” and not to be aboliſhed,” Rom, iii. 
dBi. And none of all this can be affirmed of. the 
not feremonial law. Yea, it is a law of righteouſneſs,? 
ur Rom. ix. 31. a law that is © holy, juſt, and good,“ 
the Fhap. vii. 12. a law, that condemns all counterfeit 
oh, pe W. * (drawing nigh to God with the 
gh | mouth, 


—S PH. AE anc Ss 


'" BY Submiſſion to the 
„mouth, and honouring him with the lips, when the 
© heart is remoyed far 4 him,” If. xxix. 13.) a lay 
that was the whole rule of obedience to the churcl 90 
of old, and that takes hold of the very heart, requir 
ing to love the Lord our God with all the heart 
and ſoul, and mind and might ; and one's neighbout 
© as one's Fell, And what can any believers undes 
the goſpel do more? How then can I ſubſcribe te 
the aſſertion of a modern writer, that „the law o 
« Moſes tended to make men no more than outward 
ly righteous ;” and that © the obligation of it ex 
e tended no further than to the outer man? An 
who will think ſo baſely of God's pure and righteou 
lai that a man might fulfil it, and yet be a hypocrite 
when the- very beſt works that ever we can do, ar: 
all required by this law. And yet they are exclud 
ed from the honour of effecting our juſtifieation be 
fore God, becauſe ſtill they are imperfect, and there 
fore ſhort of what che law requires. And if all ou 
own works are excluded, ſure it muſt be underſtoot 
of our good works. For what pretence ean be fo 
the bal? and who could expect to be juſtified fo 
doing wicked!;? Yea, where St Paul elde work 
from juſtifying the ſinner, how can we ſuppoſe himt 
mean works of the Moſaje, law, as fach, when th 
famous example, which. he produces to ſtrengthe f 
Bis doctrine, Abraham, was dead above three hut 5 
dred years before that law was given; and when ti. 
Gentiles, whoſe Apoſtle he was, and to whom hf 
writes of this matter, were never under'i it, but wit 
out it? How much beſide the purpoſe then had 1 
been to diſſuade them from a conceit öf juſtificatio 
by that rs which n could. never pretend] _—_ 1. 
ö Naz 


J 
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J Nay, 1 in the matter of juſtification, he diſclaims 
is own works "done aſter his converſion, as well as 
ehoſe done before it, 1 Cor. iv. 4. Gal. ii. 16. and 
ir pin. iii. 9. And the evangelical obedicnee, is it not 
Will our righteouſneſs, becauſe we are bound to do it, 
uad it is wrought in us, and by us? Though done 
0 faith; and net without the influx of God's grace, 
Et it is our work, as far as any thing of the creat- 
res can be called their own: for in God we live 
and move; and he works © all our works, in us,“ even 
oſe of nature, as well as of grace. And upon the very 
me account, as ſome would make the works of belicv- 
$ ase, our Apoſtle ſhuts them all out, Eph. ii. 
. even becauſe we are * God's handy-work, created 
to them.“ And even the juſt ſha 11 live,” not by 
their works, but by their f faith, Gal. iii. 1 1. not 
r any ſuppoſed worthineſs that is ta them, but by 
eir believing | in him, who indeed is worthy. Still 
E would have all that renounced, which ſuggeſts 
_ atter, of boaſting ; as do the wats of a believer; 
60 d that more than of another, becauſe his works are 
ink ther. And though. they be dane by God's gift and 
Ip; yet if we were juſtified by them, we might 
"a ory in them. So did he Phariſce, Luke xvii. 11. 
$ gh he magnified. himſelf, and looked with a ſu- 
Freilioas diſdain upon others, and ſtands upon re- 
. 55 rd for + a Proud boaſter ; yet he ſo far owned the 
i ord, and aſcribed all to him, as to . ery, 11195 1 
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And indeed ſuch as plead ſor works, done by the 
ati 15 of God to juſtify them, may as well plead, that 
nner of works, without diſtingion (counted | 
15 0 odJ ſhould juſtify them; becauſe they uſe ſo to 
pw and a nature and grace, that, according to them, 


„even 


P — —— — 


thinks it is no fair thanking the Lord, for enabl- 


be as difingenuous and wicked to arrogate this glory 


ve are juſtified, and by which the imperfe&Qion of ou 


{ignificant, to ſtand us in any ſtead ; yet, all this while 


gold and jewels ? And then if faith itſelf, by whic 


| righteouſneſs of Chriſt which does it,) yet has | 
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even a man's rational faculty, and his natural abili. 
iy to work at all, is as much of grace, as any pecu- 
har qualifications wrought by the holy Spirit. And 
ſo we mult leave them (if they will) to quarrel wit 
the Apoſtle, for making any difference at all betwee 
our own righteouſneſs and the righteouſneſs of God 

However, when it is the mercy of God and thi 
merit of Chriſt, that juſtifies the undeſerving; me 


ing them to do any good works, to go and ſet tho 
works in the place of his grace, and give them the 
honour due to that. And I mult confeſs, it woull 


of Juſtification to our faith, which others confer upot 
their works. For though faith dignifies ùs, in re: 
ceiving that righteouſneſs of our Saviosr, by whic 


works is eovered, and our own righteouſneſs mad: 


it is not faith, as our work ; no, but only as the vel 
ſel which God gives us to receive the treaſure. And in 
itſelf, what is it, but like an earthen pot, filled witt 


we are ſaid to be juſtified, (as it apprehends thi 


poor a ſhare in the matter (though it. be all the 
can be done on our parts;) O what part or honoul 
will here be leſt for works, which the Apollle utte 
ly excludes, as having nothing to do in the bufinel 
of juſtification, but only come zfter, as the fruits an 
conſequents of that faith which does the work! 
All this J do here fo much inculcate, becauſe 
know what pains the ſelijuſticiaries are at ſtill, tt 
tring in ſomewhat- of their own to do the buſineſs 
— | ee el 
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and how much they are aggrieved to be ſtript of all 
fſſtheir own plumes) that Chriſt may be all in all. If 
Althey cannot get it one way, they will have it another. 
If one ſort of ſelſrighteouſneſs will not do for their 
juſtification, another ſhall. Thus they go about to 
et up ſome righteouſneſs of their own z and they 
47 not be put off it, but attempt it over and over. 
Like one that would (conſtituere) ſet up a dead car- 
ſcale to ſtand by itſelf; but that will not fadge, it 
annot be accompliſned. However, ſtill they are try- 
ing at the unfeaſible thing; and this they would fain 
have to do their buſineſs, without any e 
of Chriſt imputed to them. | 
And ſo they have not ſubmitted themſelves to 
the rightebuſneſs of God.“ That which is of his 
huſing and ordaining, they do not approve, and like 
vell of it; they will not yield and ſubſeribe to it, as 
he beſt and only way of falvation. No, but they 
lifpute and cavil; and are full of their exceptions 
gain it. They find great fault with it; and they 
inake but even a mere Mock of it. It is foolithnets 
o them, to look for life and ſalvation from another's 
leath and paſſion. To be ſo beholden to the Son of 
Pod, and take all as a gratuity from him, this will 
ot down the ſtont ſtomachs. to to receive the king- 
om of God, as little children,“ (which e our Saviour 
nouffays all muſt do, that will enter there,) they will not 
tteiſbe ſuch babies. No, they think themſelves to be 
ineſFnore men, and to know better things. They will 

Pot therefore vouchſafe to yield unto God's way of 
juſtifiying' and ſaving finners, only through the merits 
aſe nd righteouſneſs. of his'Son, Co Mor Wea and ap- 
1, t EEE their ach. A 
neſs Es a LI: 3 : And 


do accept of mercy and happineſs at God's hands, 
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And thus it is expreſſed here, will not ſubmit,” to rig 
ſhew with how much a do the natural man is brought r 


for Chriſt's ſake. Such will ſtand it out as long as| wh 
ever they are able. They will ſee what they can} ful 
make of it in themſelves, and will ſearch all the his 
wortd over for rightcouſneſs, before they will come} +. | 
to the Saviour of God's appointing ; come to him In 5 
bouring and heavy laden. tur 

And again, it is to ſhew, what e ES) low it 
lineſs is requiſſte to make one the true diſciple. « " O'S 
Jeſus, to receive the ſaving benefit by him, and hum Go 


- bly to rely and depend apon him. Beſore it comeiſ ſer 


to this, there muſt be ſelf-emptying, and ſelf-denial; 2 
great abaſement and humiliation. A man muſt b 
hard beſtead, and ſore put to it, and even throwif in 
down to the ground, (as our Apoſtle whe Fre. der 
will become ſo ſubmiſſive and tractable, and aſt bu 

© Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” . Before age 
that, he lays down the law himſelf. Fhus it muſt be, hin 
and fo IL will have it my on way; it can be no other] be. 
way. No, he wilt hear of none elſe. All is nonſenk a f 
that you talk to him of a righteouſneſs transferre( T 
from one to anether. Though it be the way af eve 
God's preſeribing, no matter ſor that; he makes tho 
ſcorn of it, and wilt © not ſubmit to he righteoutng ig EXE 


< of God.” | | juſt 
Now ſrom this place. « of foriprure, 1 Gal oh . blo 
lerve. 5 ane 


I. How dark ſighted even the wiſeſt men are H Net 
nature, in God's way of juſtifying and ſaving ſinners} | Ge: 
ignorant of God's rghteouſneſs.“ 
II. How abſurd is the 22 5 to ſet up our o 8. 
rights} am 
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| ztghteouſneſs ; going about to eſtabliſh their own | 
| * righteoutnels.? 

III. What a hinderance is pride to their Wed 
| who ſtand upon their terms with God, and will not 
| ſubmit to his righteouſneſs, . They will not have it 
his way, and they ſhall not have it their own. 

ö Obſerve here, 

How dark-ſighted even the wiſcſt men are by na- 
| ture, in God's way of juſtifying and ſaving ſinners ; 
| © ignorant of God's righteouſneſs.” 

It was ſpoken of the Jews, that had the oracles of 
God, and their rabbics, and ſchools of the prophets, 
x ſcribes, and Phariſees, counted the moſt intelligent 
| learned perſons then. in the world. Yet, in this moſt 
material peint, they were at the ſouleſt loſs, and even 
in grofs ignorance. What a bungler did Nico- 
 Jemus (one of their leading men) ſhew himſelf in the 
IuGoeſs of regeneration? John ii: . To be born 
again? born of the Spirit? what ſtuff was this to 
bim? he could not deviſe how any ſuch thing could 
be. And ſo, the preaching of Chriſt crucified, what 
za ſtumbling-block was it to the Jews? 1 Cor. i. 23. 
They cannot get over that block to this day, nor 
ever bring themſelves to believe, that ſalvation 
ſhould come to them from one that was condemned 
; executed as a malefactor; and that any ſhould be 
| juſtified in the fight of God through faith in his 
blood. Here ail does it ſtick ſo hard with them, 
Land with ſo many Judaizers among ourſelves, who 
yet name the name of Chriſt. Nay, this the 
b Gentiles rejected as a ridiculous ſtory. It is to.the 
| © Greeks fooliſhneſs, The Athenian wits ſcorned 
St Paul as. a babbler, for preaching any ſuch do&rine 
N ang them, Acts xvii, 48. Where is the -wiſc ? 


c « (fays 
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(day he,) where is the ſcribe? where is the diſputetſ ther 
© of this world? Has not God made fooliſh the wil but 
© dom of this world?“ 1 Cor. i. 20. and ver. 26. Vel Lo 
© ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many wife us w 
© men after the fleſh are called.“ No, all their parts And 
and abilities (though riſing never ſo high) cannotf ouſn 
reach up to this hidden wiſdom of God,” 1 Cor. ii Chr 
7. © which he hides from the wiſe and prudent, but ſay x 
7 reveals: even unto babes, Matth. xi. 25. And this Spir 
.1s the reaſon, that the moſt profound and ſharpeſſſ reve 
men cannot be maſters of it, with all their! umproveſgrop 
ments and ſearches, arid inſight into patural things and 
becauſe it is to be Kusen only by divine revelation, pher 
'The righteouſneſs of God is © revealed from faith to God 
© faith, Rom. 1. 17. We are to receive it as purely] J. 
an object of faith, wherein we are gradually to growſand 
and eſtabliſh ourſelves: and therefore it may beſunde 
ſaid to be from faith to faith, i. e. from one degree} 1. 
ol it to another. For it hangs all upon the revela·ſwhe 
tion of God: both the righteouſneſs itſelf, and theſger 
manner of imparting it, are taught us only i in theſto b 
holy ſeripture, and by the Spirit of God. And theregſorn 
fore the maſters of reaſon are ſo averſe to receivewhe: 
what all their reaſon could never diſcover. For un 
though natural light, and our rational faculties, can! Fo 
teach us, that we ſhould act righteouſly toward pix 
Cod and man; yet for the imputed righteouſneſs off the 
Chriſt, it is only the Spirit of God can convince th _ 
world of that: John xvi. 8. He ſhall convince theſ* i 
world of righteouſneſs.” Therefore our Apoſile af; 
(as yuick-ſighted, and as great a ſcholar, as theſfar 1 
higheſt pretender, yet he) knew nothing of it, till theſis ol 
light from heaven? came and ſhewed it to him; andgone 
4 er revealed his Son in him, Gal. * 16. N fore 
there 
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there is not only a revealing of Chriſt in the goſpel, 
but a revealing of Chriſt allo in the ſoul, as the 


us well in this point of juſtification by faith | in him. 
And for all that is ſaid in the goſpel, of this righte- 
ouſneſs of God, and being juſtified by the faith of 


ſay atid evade it till God reveals it in them, and the 


revelation and conviction, even the acuteſt men 
Igrope in the dark, as to theſe things of the Spirit, 
Jand reject and diſdain them, yea, ridicule and blaſ- 
Ipbeme them; and are ignorant both of the law of 
God, and the righteouſneſs of God. | 


1. They are ignorant of God's law, the deſign 


and purity of it; and their evil caſe and miſery 
under it. 


1. They ktiow not the deſign of this law, nor 


whereſore it was given; but miſtake it to be, 1 in or- 


eder to their working a righteoufneſs out of it, ſo as 
eto be ſaved by it, and that through their own per- 


Jformance, without the interpoſition of a Mediator. 


Awhereas the law was never delivered * to give life 
1} unto any ;'- as we may learn from Gal. iii. 21. 
For if chere had been a law given, that could have 
+ given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by 

IF the law). But by the deeds of the law ſhall no 


4 fleſh be juſtified in the ſight of God: for by the law 


i is the knowledge of ſin, Rom. iii. 20. It is the 
leſelaſs to ſhew a man his defects and deformities, how 


War be. comes ſhort of obſerving it, and how much he 


xs obnoxious in tranſgreſſing it; and that here he is 


gone and loſt, if he have not a farther help. There- 


ore it was only according to the youngſter's own 


2 principle 


Lord our rightcoulneſs,” which is ncedful to inſtruct 


Chriſt, men will ſnaggle and wrangle on ſtill, to gain- 


Spirit of God comes to convince them. Before ſuch | 
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— Bonk == —— — — 

— — LEY 

— dax — 5 PEP 
. w — * 
— — »”4 * = 


13 Submiſſion to the 


principle, that our Lord anſwered him, Matth. xix. not 
17 * If thou wilt enter into life, keep the eommands. “ to v 
True he ſhould upon performance of that condition. I 
But it is as true, that this condition is now impoſſi - deli 
ble to any child of Adam. The man aiked, * whatf cov: 
he ſhould do ?? ſhewing that he ſought life in works ; fo! 
and then if he did fo, our Saviour let him know, Iii. 
that it muſt be by obſerving the law of God, bzcauſePÞ* we 
that is the perſect rule of obedience. And no ether] wt 
works could ſerve the turn; and even thoſe alone, he] ca 
ſhould find ſuch a taſk, as would give him enough off no 
it, and (if ever he came to underſtand himſelf) make] it 
him fain to ſeek out further. [* ha 
Such another commonly miſtaken text, ſeems tof The 
be that, Rom. ii. 13. Not che hearers of the lawhhe : 
are juſt before God, hut the doers of the law ſhall * eat 
be juſtified ;? 1. e. they ſhall be fo, if they do it, asÞ v1 
it ought to be done. But what then? is the doctrine as ft 
to be raiſed from hence, that juſtification cannot belmen 
had without our own fulfilling the law of God? and] g 
that no man can be juſtified but by the deeds of theft 
law? So the ſound may ſeem to carry It, But it is 
plain, that the Apoſtle's deſign there is quite another 
thing; even to humble the Jews hearts, and to ſtop 
their mouths ; in ſhewing, that as none of them did, ſto di 
ſo none of them could, keep the law, to their juſtiß. male 
cation. And then he infers from the premiſes, chap. fer, 
il. 20. Therefore by the deeds of the law there} 
* ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in the ſight of God. No, 
you mult be glad to take another Foals: for thisſnebe 
will never do; how often, and how far ſoever it has 
been attempted, it is not to be performed. And} eve 
though many are ſtill hammering at it, they can make 
nothing 
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nothing of it; nor thall the exacteſt liver cver be able 
to work out his ſalvation only by this means. 

| Indeed the God of all grace did not intend the 
delivery of his law, to evacuate and thruſt out the 
| covenant of his grace, which he was pleated to make 
ſo long before it. As the Apaſtle aſlures us, Gal. 
It. 17, 18. This 1 ſay, that the covenant which 
was before confirmed of God in Chriſt, the law 
yvhich was four hundred and thirty years alter, 
cannot diſannul, that it ſhould make the promiſe of 
none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, 
it is no more of promiſe: but God gave it to Abra- 
ham by promiſe. Whereſore then ferveth the law ?? 
The Apoltle there puts the queliton, yer, 19. and 
he anſwers it himſelf: It was added, ſays he, be- 
UH caule of traſgreſſions, till the feed mould come, to 
| whom the promiſe was made.“ It was not given, 
alas ſuch a covenant of works, by coming up to w hich,, 
emen ſhould make their own paſſage into heaven, {o 
II gain righteouſneſs and life eternal. No, but it was 
wen as a perſec rule of life, to inſtruck ſinners in 


[their duty, and oblige them to do it; and then, by, | 


ſhewing them their inſulliciency,, and convincing 
them, that all their own obedience could never do, 
to direct them into better hands; as Hagar, the hand- 
maid, to lead them unto Sarah, the rightful mother ; 
"8 (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Gal. iii. 24.) © as our 
* ſchool-maſter to bring us unto Chriſt ;* that we 
„might be juſtiſied by faith in him, where we could 
isſnever be jutlified by any works of our own. For 


every one that believeth,” Rom. x. 4. He effects 
chat for them which the law could not; for it only 


0 power 
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* Chriſt is the end of the law ſor righteouſneſs to 


exed them what was to be done, and gave them no 
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power to doi it; but he fultills it for them, and in them; 
10 provides, that all che utmoit demands of it {hall be 
fatished to the full. Such therefore as do not take 
the law for their tutor and monitor, to end them 
unto Chriſt Jeſus, do miſtake it; and are yet to lcarn 
the meaning of it. 

O finner ! the law of God is as the avenger 0 
blood at thy heels, to drive thee away unto the city 
of reſuge, and even to conſtrain thee to fly, for che 
life of thy ſoul, into the arms of thy Saviour. Take 
the warning then, and let the neceflity of thy caſe 
caſt thee upon him: and do not negle& the only ref 
medy. If thou wilt not be allured, yet at leaſt be 
terriſied into it: and let the rigour of the law dq: 
thee this kindneſs, to throw thee into the boſom 0 Re 
that bleſſed Surety, who, where thou art inſolvent, 
and unable to diſcharge what thou oweſt to the law, 
has undertaken for thee, and paid all; even to the ut} 
moſt farthing. I 

2. They that tick in the Jaw, and ST account * 
to be juſtified by its righteouſneſs, are ignorant o * 
its latitude and purity; and do not know how broad Ch. 
and ſpiritual, how holy and heart-ſcarching it is, 10 
They think it enough to be honeſt and ſober, to hear 1 
and pray, and do ſome external acts; ; as if then they 5 
had performed obedience to the law ſufficient, and fo E 
briſk up. and conclude, all is well. As St Paul ſays 03 
of himſelf, Rom. vii. 9g. I was a alive without the *., 
law once.“ Without it! when was he ſo, who a ay 
along had been bred up under it? Indeed he we Pn 
not at all without it in the letter. But it did not be 80 
fore come home in its ſpirit and power, to ranſacl = 
his conſcienee, and to ſearch all the privy corners. = y 
of his heart. And then he was alive, and thought|, 

bim- 


* 
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limſelf in good caſe enough. But when it came, and 
pierced into his foul, with its purifying energy, to 
catch hold of all his ſeereteſt motions, deres, pur- 
poſes, inclinations, and thoughts, then he ſaw he was 
| a loſt man, by the ſentence of the law, if he were not 
ftourd in Chriſt, and helped by his merit and grace, 
| to anſwer ſor all that he had miſdone, and to do all 
for the future in an acceptable manner. 

Never be ſo vain, then, bankrupt ſinner ! as to 
| think, that thou (out of thy poor ſtock and ſtrength) 
eanſt ſatisfy all the precepts of ſuch a righteous, 
exact, and perfect law. For when thou haſt done 
thy very utmoſt, thou wilt be ſtill exceedingly ſhort, 
and haſt extreme need to look out further, to ſhelter: 
thy unrighteouſnefs under that righteouſneſs of thy 
Redecmer, which alone is complete, and without any 
manner of blemiſh. O wo to the moſt laudable liver, 
ſhould he be tried and docmed by this law, naked, 
without the convert of a Mediator! 

3. They that are for working themſelves a righte- 
ouſneſs of their own, out of legal obſervances, 
to ſerve the turn, without the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt Jeſus, are ignorant of their evil caſe 
and miſery under the law; where again they 
put themſelves under the old covenant of works, 
which brings them into the ſadeſt bondage, to do 
the whole law, Gal. v. 3 which, becauſe they can 
never do; fo they ſall under the ſentence of ſuch 
gulity maleſaQors, as are out of the compaſs of the 
promiſe,” and will be caſt out of doors, as flaves, and 
none of the children. For © we are the children of 


L 


9 
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15 God, only by faith in Chriſt Jeſas,? Gal. iii. 26. 
© But as many as are of the works of the law, are 
© under the curſe : ſor it is written, Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 

C2 written 
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1 5 : tan 
power to do it; but he fultills it for them, and in them; pic 


10 provides, that all the utmoit demands of it {hail be 
Hatished to the full. Such therefore as do not take  « 
the law for their tutor and monitor, to fend them a J. 
unt9 Chriſt Jeſus, do miſtake it; and are yet to learnt] c 
the meaning of it. Shes; 
O ſinner ! the law of God is as the avenger of for 
blood at thy heels, to drive thee away unto the eit 
of reſuge, and even to conſtrain thee to fly, for the ,1 
life of thy ſoul, into the arms of thy Saviour. Take an 
the warning then, and let the neceſſity of thy cal xa 
caſt thce upon him: and do not neglec the only ref th 
medy. If thou wilt not be allured, yet at leaſt be * 
terriſied into itz and let the rigour of the law dq th 
thee this kindneſs, to throw thee into the beiom o R , 
that bleſſed Surety, who, where thou art inſolvent] 
and unable to diſcharge what thou oweſt to the lawſo | 
has undertaken for thee, and paid all, even to the ut „it! 
molt farthing, | 1 
2. They that ſtick in the Jaw, and make accoun 
to be juſtihed by its righteouineſs, are ignorant o 
its latitude and purity; and do not know how broad 
and ſpiritual, how holy and heart-ſearching it is. 
They think it enough to be honeſt and ſober, to hear 
and pray, and do ſome external acts; ns if then they 
had performed obedience to the law ſufficient, and fo 
briſk up. and conclude, all is well. As St Paul ſays 
of himſelf, Rom. vil. 9. © I was a alive without the 
law once.“ Without it! when was he fo, who all 
along had been bred up under it? Indeed he was 
not at all without it in the letter. But it did not be- 
fore come home in its ſpirit and power, to ranſack 
his conſcienee, and to ſearch all the privy corners 
of his heart. And then he was alive, and though 
him-| 


* 
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lumſelf in good caſe enough. But when it came, and 
pierced into his foul, with its purifying energy, to 
catch hold of all his leereteſt motions, deres, Pure 
poſes, inclinations, and thoughts, then he ſaw he was 
a loit man, by the ſentence of the law, if he were not 
tourd in Chriſt, and helped by his merit and grace, 
| to anſwer ſor all that he had miſdone, and to do all 

for the future in an acceptable manner. 

| Never be ſo vain, then, bankrupt ſinner ! as to 

think, that thou (out of thy poor ſtock and ſtrength) 
eanſt ſatisfy all the precepts of ſuch a righteous, 
exact, and perfect law. For when thou haſt done 
thy very utmoſt, thou wilt be {till exceedingly ſhort, 
and haſt extreme necd to look out ſurther, to ſhelter 
thy unrighteouſneſs under that righteouſneſs of thy 
Redecmer, which alone.is complete, and without any 
manner of blemiſh. O wo to the moſt laudable liver, 
ſhould he be tried and doc med by this law, naked, 

without the convert of a Mediator! 

3. They that are for working themſelves a righte- 


oulneſs of their own, out of legal obſervances, 
to ſerve the turn, without the righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt Jeſus, are ignorant of their evil caſe 
and miſery under the law; where again they 
put themſelves under the old covenant of works, 
which brings them into the ſadeſt bondage, to do 
the whole law, Gal. v. 3 which, becauſe they can 
never do; fo they ſall under the ſentence of ſuch 
gullty maleſactors, as are out of the compaſs of the 
promiſe,” and will be cait out of doors, as flaves, and 
none of the children. For © we are the children of 
© God, only by faith in Chriſt Jeſas,? Gal. iii. 26. 
© But as many as are of the works of the law, are 
© under the curſe : ſor it is written, Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
G 2 written 
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covenant of works, to come under grace, and th 
come quite up to its demands in every particular. Vouſ 


ſome works of honeſty ſobriety, church-going, and| 


© written in the book of the law to do them,“ ver. 10, | the 
And (as it follows there) * that no man is juſtified by | glc 
* the Jaw in the fight of God, it is evident: for, the wh 
< juſt ſhall live by faith. And the law is not of faith :| of 
© but, the man that doth them ſhall live in them.“ be 
He ſhall live in them, if he do them. Frue; but fete 
that no man ever did or can do. And there menf in 
ſtand in their own names, and muſt bear their own do 
ſins, and abide by their own righteouſneſs :; which it} yo1 
it be not perſect, the law that requires perfection] nel 


_ condemns them! and they have no Mediator to re-| wo 


lieve them. For their covenant which they are un-] out 
der, admits of no ſuch reſerve; and ſo they ly open] te 
to all the burning wrath due to ſinners; from which} wo 
they have nothing to ſcreen them, no defence to the 
ftand between them. And ſo wretched a caſe as this, tha 
is it not wonder that any men in their wits ſhould te 
ever chuſe to be found in? Yet ſuch a blindneſs and 
infatuation is upon all men naturally, that they do 
not (will not) ſee the miſery ; but there ly ſhort off 
Chriſt Jeſus, and inſtead of taking care to come ou 
of that ſtate, take pains rather to defend themſelves| 
im it. 

O that you wa open your eyes, ſinners, and ſ. 
the wrath of God hanging over you, and abiding] 
upon you, till you get from under the law, and the 


covenant of promiſe ! For © the law worketh wrath, 
Rom. iv. 15. It gives no hope to any, but. ſuch as 


know not then what you do, when you are out © 
Chriſt ; and there think to come off well enough, by 


praying; which, mn have no ſufficiency to abſolve anc 
EE 
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the guilty, and to give you a title to the heavenly 
glory. If you be not endued with that righteouſnels 
>| which is by the faith of Chriſt, you are ſtill children 
of wrath, and under the curſe. And if ever you will 
be wiſe for your ſouls, and ſecure the effects of your 
{| eternal ſalvation, you muſt renounce all confidence 
x} in the fleſh, and in any the beſt things that you can 
do for yourſelves and reſolve to truſt all that ever 
f 
1 


you have, in this only bottom of Chriſt's righteouſ- | 
neſs; and deſire no ſuch recommendation in the 
world, as to be found in him, and to have his zighte- 
| outneſs imputed unto you. For © bleſied is the man 
nj to whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without 
u works,” Rom. iv. 6. The inheritance being not by fi 
the law, but by promiſe ; and therefore it is of faith, 
„that it might be by grace, and the promiſe be {ure | 
4] © to all the ſced,“ ver. 16. For, alas! what aſſurance I! 
d} could there be, if it depended upon ſuch an uncertain _ 
of thing as their obedience? But when © God declares 

) 

| 


2 


- © 


his righteouineſs in juſtiſying the behevers on Jeſus, 
Rom. iii. 26, then it depends upon his own promiſe 
sand faithfulneſs, which is ſure and never-failing. | | 
| Again, they are ignorant of this righteouſneſs, | 
e| ho offer to ſet up any other to build their juſtihca- || 
g| tion upon, They do not know is neceſſity, nor its 
e excellency. it 
& 1. Not the neceſlity ; but think they can appear 
| well enough before the tribunal of heaven in their 
s| own names, becauſe they are ſo and ſo qualificd ; and | 

uf thank God, they are not like ſuch and ſuch; no 
o ſwearers, nor drunkards, nor adulterers, nor ſabbath- | 
j 


y| breakers, nor thieves, nor murderers, nor any noto. 
d rious finners ; but lead ſober and honeſt, yea, good 
; "ng religious lives. And upon this foundation they 
«ot la 
l | * 
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lay all their hopes of ſalvation, when, alas! ſuch 
rightous ones Chriſt did. not come to call. So he 
| ſays, Matth. ix. 12. They 
him, and be more ſick. for him, before ever they 
{hall have him. As good as ever the boaſted virtues 
are, they will not be at all for their good, whom 
they keep from the only Saviour. When they think 
they want even nothing, alas! they want the main 
of all. They want a Mediator, to inter eced for 
their offending perſons; they want the holy One of 
God, to purge their defiled natures; they want an 
infinite propitiation, to atone ſor all their fins ; nay; 
they want a molt powerful Advocate, to recommend 
their poor imperfect ſervices ; and an almighty Sa- 
viour, to bear the iniquities of all their holy things 
and they want the ſenſe of all theſe wants, to (ee | 
the extreme need they have of the Lord Jeſus to be: 
their righteouſneſs. and their Redecmer. | 
O ſinners! there is no other righteouſneſs that 
will ever juſtify you; there is *no other name given 
under heaven to {ave you. 
you loſe all; and being, © without. Chriſt, you have' 
© no hope,” Eph. ii. 12: Look about you, then, in 
time, and ſeek to the all-ſufficient Helper, which God. 
in merey has provided to help you. O let all go to 
make ſure of this one needful good, which is more 
than the all of this world. Like the merchant ſeek- 
ing goodly pearls, Matth. x1. 46. who, when he 


2 


But if you fail of this, 


ſhall ice more need of} * 


© had found one pearl of great price, went and ſold 


© all that he had, and bought it;“ O be contented to 
let go not only deareſt relations and fraitions in the: 
world, but even all wiſdom and goodneſs in yourſelves. 
J mean not, to let them go as to the poſſeſſion and |, 


praQtice of them, hut as to any truſt in them, or. de- 
pendence on them, (excluſive of Chrlſt's rightcouſ- 
neſs 


A 
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neſs :) rather beg pardon, than hope to be ſaved, for 


them. And reſt all your faith, and expectat ion upon 


him that died for your ſins, and roſe again for your 
ju'iification,. and who alone is able to effect that eter- 
nal redemption for you, which could never elſe be 
wrought by any other perſon or merit in all the 
world. 


their own; when it is a righteouſneſs, which exceeds 
not only chat of innocent Adam, but that of all the 
glorious angels; becauſe it is the righteouſneſs of 
God, and not only the righteouſneſs which God his ap- 
pointed, but the righteouſneſs which he who is God has 
fulfilled. © The miniſtration of which righteouſgeſs ex- 

cced in glory,” 2 Cor. iii. 9. O where then is there 


| ſafe that can admire the righteouſneſs of a creature, 
and not regard his righteoutneſs, who is God bleſ- 


; {cd for ever? Sure, to them that believe he is 
more precious,” 1 Pet. ii. 7. for faith has an eye to ſee 


though the contempt {hall once come to be their 
own, who: now caſt their contempt on the Lamb of 
God, that takes away the ſims of the world,“ and 


ſet up ſomewhat elſe above him, and think to come 


off us well or better without him; yet © he that be- 
lieveth on him ſhall not be confounded; 1 Pet, Us 


land it will be their portion, who truſt to that, which 


Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compals your- 
ſelves abo ut with ſparks : walk in the Iight of your 
"fire, and in the ſparks which ye have kindled. 


2. They are ignorant of the incomparable excel- 
lence of this righteouſneſs, that think of ſetting up 


that glory which proud reaſon ſets at nought. And | 


6. No; for confuſion ariſes from diſappointment ; * 


the needful time will utterly fail them: If. I. 11. 


This 


No; before that, he had as contemptible an opinion 


ä —— ——ʃũ 


4 8 —— — 
9 * 


— — Hire! 
1 


26 Submiſſ on to be - 


„This ſhall ye have of my hand, ye ſhall Iy down in 
« ſorrow.) All other righteouſneſs, what is it, but 
like a little blaze in a wilp of ſtraw, compared with 


this glorious holding light of the Sun of Righteoul-|. 


neſs which is mod: bright and indefeatibls? * And 
therefore our Apoſtle counted all things (not except- 


ing his own blamclets righteouſneſs of the law,) not 


only no better than filthy rags, but even loſs and 
dung, if ſet in competition with the righteouſneſs of 
his Saviour ; and for juſtification, he would = make 
mention of this, and of this only.“ But he did not 


think at this rate before his eyes were opened, and 


he was enlightened with the revelation from above, 


of Chrit, and faith in Chriſt, as any of his viralent 
blaſphemers among us now can have. And ſo it 
was ſpoken as a wonderful effect of his happy conver- 
on, Gal. i. 23. He who perſecuted us in times 


© paſt, now "mn the faith winch once he deſtroy} 


ged.“ 
And O that the like may once be ſaid of all that 


yet ſtand out from the faith of Chriſt, and oppoſe 


their own peace with God, which is built only ined, 


their jullification by this faith! For © being juſtified 


© by faith, we have peace with God, through our]; 


© Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. O that they 
would come better to bethink themſelves, and con- 
fult their own bleſſed intereſt, as ever they hope for 
any faving benefit by the Redeeemer of the world, 


and learn to treat him more honourably ; and at|, 


laſt bring themſelves to © ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
of God ?? {ttt 

And O that all you who read theſe lines, may be 

ſo kind to your own ſouls as to provide yourſelves 

of 
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of a righteouſneſs, wherein you may appear, and 
ſtand before God in your laſt trial, with boldneſs and 
comfort! And one would think there ſhould not 
need much ado to perſuade any to take the courſe of 
the gracious God's own prefcribing, that is ſo viſi- 
| bly advantageous to themlelves; when * all the 
[world is become guilty before him,“ Rom. iii. 19. 
and there is no pleading, Not guilty ; nor any efcape 
to be made by the plea of legal zighteouſneſs, ver. 
20. But the righteouſneſs of God, which, ais by faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt, is to all, and upon all them that 
believe: yea, we are jus ified (reely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ver 22. & 24. O how worthy of all acceptatian is 
ſuch rich grace and mercy ! And inſtead of ſhewing 
any backwardneſs to ſubmit to it, © with what glad- 
neſs and thank fulneſs ſhould every one receive it, 
and bleſs the God of all grace for ic that when you 
are conſcivus of your fin and wretehedneſs, and 
know how ill you have done, an d that with all the 
| beſt you can do anew, there is no making amends for 
what is paſt, nor getting in again with the offended 
is Majetty of heaven ; yet that to lum who © worketh 
* not, but believ eth on him that juſtifies the ungodly, 
© his faith ſhould be counted for righteoufneſs ;? (as 
it is expreſsly ſaid, Rom. iv. 5.) This is a favour 
to the poor ſinner, ſuch as might be thought indeed 
too great to be believed; but whenever offered, one 
for] ould think, it ſhould with both hands moſt readily. 
ldi be received; an that there ſhould little oratory be 
wanting, to pray ſinners in Chriſt's ſtead' (upon 
ß fuch ſect and happy terms) to be reconciled unto 


<d 


ey 


0 God.“ You are wiſer than to refuſe any advan- 
tages of the wo orld, when To eaſily you may have 
"Y D them 3 
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them; O do not then imitate. the perverſeneſs of| ; 


thole who reject the tenders of pardon and life eter- 
nal, and will not accept all. the moit bleſſed benefits 
to be enjoyed for ever in the world to come, when 


the Father of mercies offers them freely, but upon 


* believing in the name of his Son;' and has aſſured 


you, that your ſaith, ſhall be imputed to you for 


righteouſneſs ; as * Abraham believed God, and that 
* was counted to him for righteouſneſs,” Rom. iv. 3, 
24 O leave not the Saviour. any cauſe then to 
complain of you, as of thole, John v. 49. © Ye will 
not come to me, that ye might havs life.” But ſce- 
ing all your intereſt. and ſelicity treaſured up in him, 
devolve and caſt yourſelves upon him. And let the 
Lord Jeſus be your only hope; and look for all your 
remiſſion, and all vonr ſalvation at his hands ; not 
for any thing that you have done yourlelves, but for, 
-the ſake of what he. has done on your account. And 
thus will you do the beſt thing that ever you can do 
for your own.dear fouls, and ſhew your good under- 
ſtanding in the way of ſalvation; that you are not 
ignorant of God's righteouſneſs; but have been 
taught, aud heard, and learned of the Father,” to 
come unto his Chriit, John vi. 29. and are better 
inſtructed, than to ſet up a righteouſneſs of Your OWN 
wherein to: place your confidence. - 

And ſo paſs 40.the. fecond obſervation. 1775 

How abſurd is the attempt to engage in ſuch a 
deſign? going about to eſtabliſh their own,righte- 
guſneſs.* | 

And what is that ? 41 it walking: modo. i 


working righteouſneſs ? is it hungering and thirſting],. 


aſter an:inherent, as well as an imputed righteoul- 
.nals.? No; for this, is an eternal indiſpenſible duty, 
incum- 


x 


hed 


* 


exempted from it, but rather more than any ele 


obliged to it; even to © live ſoberly, righteoutly, and 


godly.” And (to allude to that of the Apoſtle, 2 


Cor. v. 3.) being clethed with Chriſt's righteoutnefs, 


they mutt not be found naked of their own; but re- 
folve, with Job, chap. xxvii. 6. My righteouſneſs 
„ hold faſt, and will not let it go; my heart ſhall 
not reproach me ſo long as I live:“ but I will ren- 
der to all their dues, and be punQual in my dealings 
with every ohe'; for all piety without honeſty is but 


| hypocriſy, Yea, I will render to God, as well as to 
man, the things that are his; and, as far as I am 
able, ſeek and keep that comprehenſive righteouſneſs, 


which is the conſtellation of all virtues and graces ; 
the univerſal conformity to the rule of God's holy 


courſe of well-doing, as thall denominate me an 
Tfraclite indeed, without any allowed guile or iniqui- 


of, and with all my might enticavour to make good. 
However contemptuoully ſome can talk of moral 
accompliſhments, they that would have a religion 


God, than their defpiſed moral man. And whom the 
world finds unrighteous, they will (and may) be bold 


Apoſtle, James i. 27. Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, to viſit the fa- 
* therleſs and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
© himſclf unſpotted ſrom the world.? „ 

| D 2 „Do 
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incumbent fill upon all; and no believers are 


word ; the whole of my duty; ſuch a hgbit and: 


ty regarded in my heart. This I will ever take care. 


without” morality, are further from the kingdom of 


to conclude them ungodly ; becauſe God commands 
all men to do juſtly, and love mercy.” as well as to 
walk humbly with him.“ And a religion confined 

to the firſt table, is quite contrary. to that of the 
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* 


Do we then make void the law through faith pl 
Rom. iii. 31. No ſuch matter: we eſtabliſh it; 


and provide better for the fulfilling of it, by this 


and 


and 


doctrine of faith, than ever elſe it could be fulfilled; hin 
The doctrine has no tendency at all to Antinomian- trar 
um, and carnal liberty; or to throw out repentance wel] 


good works, and holineſs of life. However it may be 
afperſed, and corrupt men do often abuſe this, and 
indeed all the grace of God, turning it to licentioul- 
nels ; and though ſuch as are themſelves deſtitute of 
the ſpiritual life, do not know how righteouſneſs im- 
puted does work obedience to God, and all holy liv- 
ing; and ſo traduce what themſelves never under- 
ſtood: yet in all true believers, this rigbteouſnefs 
imputed does, and ever will, produce the fruits 
righteouſneſs inherent, And notwithſtanding faith 
is alone as to juſtiſication, yet it is never alone as to 
the individual conſequence of a godly converiation. . 
Indeed St Paul, when he ſeems to be charged ſor 
evacuating the law by faith, does not vindicate him- 
ielf, by making works and perſonal holineſs the main 
things needful to our juſtification in the fight of God; 
Las is the way of ſome teachers ſince, who think they 
nave learned to be more wary than he was ;) no, 
but he urges ſuch goſpel- mot ives to holinets, as are 
the moſt powerſul with all believers, who, aſter faith 
received, will not be leſs holy, but more; becauſe 
then they have in them the forcible {pring of holy 
works, which beſore they had not. Therefore the 
Apoſtle tells them, Rom. vi. 14. © Sin ſhall not have 
* dominion over you: for you are not under the law, 
but under grace.“ A ſort of reaſoning, which fome 
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of our maſters of reaſon would count very unreaſon- 
able, if they heard any of us uſe it. What, ſay they, 
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| do you teach that believers are not under the law ? 
and is not that as mueh as to ſay, they are lawlels, 


and they may even live as they lift? for what ſhould 


hinder them? where there is no law, there is no 


tranſgreſſion. And however they fly out, ſtill all is 
well; and who fhall find fault with them? And this 
18 fine comfortable doctrine to ſuch as love their hs 
better than they do their Saviour. 

Thus the unexperienced may think they have C0 


ff vered our doctrine with confuſion, and ſtruck it 
| quite dead. But he that was better acquainted with 


the workings of God's grace, knew the contrary to 
what they would infer; that the law was never ſo 
deadly to kill ſin, and fo fruitful to produce holineſs, 
as the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For by the 
Flaw is the knowledge of fin ;? not the cure. No; 
it does but difcover ſin, and irritate and provoke it; 


fas à dam eaſt acroſs the ſtream, makes it ſwell, and 


rage, and riſe the higher, till at laſt it gets up to 
burſt through; or break over the bounds, It gives 
no power at all to beat down the ſin and wiekedneſs 


of which it convinces. Whereas the grace of our 


Lord is a vital principle af holineſs in the heart 3 
the ſeed of God, that there ferments and works, to 


ever it ſtill dwells in the mortal body. Therefore 
they that are under grace, ſhall not be under the 


nature of ſaith, and to the genius of the new crea- 
ture, and to the conſtraining efficacy of the grace of 


God, and the love of Chriſt, who can take theſe for 


the encouragements of wickodneſs ; ; than which there 


re not, in the world, more prevailing reſtraints 


ſons 


throw off fin ; and will never ſuffer it to reign, how= 


power of fin. And they are indeed ſtrangers to the 


om it. And however (the Filii inobedientiæ,) the 


ſons of unbelief can make nothing of theſe induce. 


Holy, as he that has callcd and. obliged them 15 
holy. 


The eſtabliſhing of our own rightcouſneſs, chen | 
here under cenſure, muſt never give any check t6* 
our endeavours for the © perfeQing holineſs in the, 


© fear of God. No; every one that names the name 
of Chriſt, muſt depart from iniquity,” and ſtrive {tilt 
more and more to conform, as a purited member, 


to the holy Head of. that body to. which he be- . 


longs. 

And thereſore ſome might ſpare the taſk w Vick 
they give themſelves, to prove, with much ſolemnity, 
what I know. no one who denies, that we are ſtill 
obliged by the moral law, as our rule of liſe. Though 
ſure they do not mean, that we are © debtors to keep 
| © the whole law,” Gal. v. 3. ſo as work our juſtifica- 


tion out of it. For then, to what end ſerves: the], 


faith of Chriſt, if till we be under the laſh, as ſlaves, 
to obey perfectly, or periſh everlaſtingly ? Why, 
Bellarmine will tell us, that “ the goſpel is the grace 


“of the Spirit, given in the new Teſtament, making 
«us able to fulfill the law.” And ſo far he ſays 
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ments, yet no ſuch ingenuous and mighty arguments 0 
to gain upon the etüldren of promiſe, to make them]. 


true, that all grace is thus given us; but yet not 
given us to this end, that we ſhould fulfil the law, ſo 


as to be 8 En. F or we have the grace, 2 


tion, if not to „ aer deen we cannot de 


glorified till we are juſtified ; and that which will 
ſerve 


Righteouſneſs of God. -- 
[ſerve the turn to ſave us, why ſhould it mot be 
thought available to juſtfy us? I anſwer, the way 
of juſtification and of lalvation is not the very ſame 


2: ww Uh #& 


(verſe method to effect the one and the other, and 
more to be done for this than for that. For God is 


— 


will fave any, till they are made holy. Obedience 
is the condition of the new covenant, needful to ſal- 
vation; to make thoſe who are already heirs meet 


I wt 
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ga right to it, but fitting diſpoſitions for it. But then 


0 obedienee, becauſe it is beſore them. And till a 
wan is juſtified, he can do nothing that is of faith, 
nor good, and pleaſing to God. So that the obe. 


1 


ank cannot be meant of a righteeuſneſs to juſtifica- 
tion, but only of that righteouſneſs which makes us 
7 doly in our converſation. Unleſs we take it for the 
obedience of faith,“ Rom. xvi. 26. which will in- 
deed avail to c juſtification of liſe.“ For it is to him 
who © worketh not, that his ſaith is counted for 
righteouſneſs,” Rom. iv. 5. And if he © worketh 
not, i. e. no works to juſtiſy him, but all his good 
works are purely the effeQs of God's 5 Sy and juſti- 
cation; how Win js it- then to plead r any righte- 
ſouſneſs 'of works? Indeed we can never be juſtified 


*F-by them,” though we muſt never look to be ſaved 


1 without them.“ | 
| Therefore (in the poſitive part now) to eſtabliſh 


t, for our juſtification in the fight of God, and our 
kequittance and abſolution from the law's charge and 
accuſa- 


in every particular: but the goſpel ſhews us a di- 


{ud to juſtify the ungodly ; but it is denied that he 


for their heavenly inheritance, i. e. not to give them 


ſjuſtification cannot alike depend upon any works or 


x dience to righteouſneſs,” mentioned, Rom. vi. 16. I 


bur own righteouſneſs,” is to build and depend upon 
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accuſation; to abide by it, as our plea, wherewithal| o. 
to anſwer for ourſelves in judgement z to ſtand te it juſt 
in our laſt trial, at the tribunal of heaven: and theſ we; 
defence that we think then to make, why ſentance elf oft 
condemnation ſhould not be pronounced upon us, be- h. 
cauſe we have carried fo fair, and done all things ſol and 
well; therefore we not only hope to eſcape the its 
puniſhment, but we lay claim to the reward; not for| wh. 
Chriſts ſake, but for our works ſake ; not becauſe hel ey]: 
has ſatisfied and merited for us, but becauſe we are] car 
ſo fit and worthy ourſelves. ben 
This I take to be the eſtabliſhing of our own] nor 

© righteoufneſs.* But are there any ſo extravagant] hoy 
and ſenſeleſs, as thus to erect all the fabric of thein the 
ſalvation upon ſuch'a rotten foundation? Yes, this tre; 
was the way that the Jews took; St Paul here tells| whi 
us. And do not we find that we wes many brethren] our 
ſtill, though going under the Chriſtian name, thatſ mei 
Keep up the very ſame humour, and plead their own|{igh 
goodneſs, as all in all to bring them off, when Godſene 
ſhall enter into judgement with them ; They ſeemſmal 
to think themſelves ready for him, let him come when the 
he will, and that they are able to ſtand upon theirſdec 
own legs. And a juſtification by the ſatisfation andſis t! 
merits of Chriſt Jeſus, that is leaſt in their thoughts, ſof o 
and {cldom in their mouths, unleſs it be to ſhew the pro 
fpleen and ſcorn with which they treat all ſuch pre-. 
tenſions. the 
They plead all for juſtification only by works ;|dar 
though the Apoſtle tells us, Gal. ii. 16. That alJan 
man 1s not juſtified by the works of the law, but by out, 
the faith of Jeſus Chriſt.” Yea, he excludes all man- him 
ner of works done by us, Tit. iii. 5. Not by works|doC 
of righteouſneſs which we have done.“ And there- ly; 
ſore what St James affirms of juſtification by anylſpa; 
works, 
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| works, muſt not be underſtood of the ſame ſort ot 
| juſtification as St Paul pleads for. For as the for- 
| mer deals with vain men, puſſed up, with the conceit 
of their faith, and making {light account of works, 
| when all their faith was nothing but the knowledge 
and profeſſion of the goſpel, or a notional aſſent to 
| its truth, and verbal boaſting of their believing ; with 
| which they took up, as fuftcient, Such a bare ſpe. 
| culation and acknowledgment of Chriſt, without any 
e| care to live to him, or to make the right uſe and 
benefit of him, he calls dead; and reckons it for 
al none, as to the juſtifying and ſaving of the foul: for 
t] how could ſuch a faith, fruitleſs, and no more than 
ir the faith of devils, juſtify or ſave? 5o (I fay) ne 
is treats of a different kind of juſtification from that 
5| which St Paul eſtabliſhes : not of the juſtification of 
Nour perſons in the fight of God, and before his judg- 
at ment - ſeat; but of the juſtification of our faith in the 
'Nifight of the world, and at the bar of our own conſci- 
dlences ; where (it is true) works muſt come in, to 
m[make good our pretenſions to the holy Saviour of 
zlthe world. For though faiih juſtifies us, yet works 
1r]declare us to have that faith ; and though faith 
1dlis the ſeal of our juſttication, yet works are the ſeal 
s, of our faith; and faith does the buſinefs, but works, 
heſprove it to be done. 
e- And I cannot agree with thoſe, who, to invalidate 
che credit of St Paul, bring him in ſpeaking more 
S ;|darkly, and not ſo well adviſed; and would have St 
 alJames to come after, as his interpreter, to help him 
byſout, who (no doubt) was very well able to explain 
an- ſbimſelf, and rightly to manage and apply his own 
*k8soArine, which he inſiſts upon ſo ſtatedly and large- 
rely ; when St James does but touch it colaterally and 
nyfparingly, And if we muſt queſtion the authority of 
85 * either 
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cither, it ould be rather of the laſt named; becauſſ was 
his epiſtle has been ſometimes called in doubt, and Pro 
the other's never was. But I would not offer t a fc 
queſtion either, as not authentic ; nor have we any fait 
need to go that way to work, when they are ſo eafily fru. 
reconciled, and all the claſhing is only in appear goo 
| ance. For that St James does not mean the juſtifi * M 
cation of our perſons before the Lord, is to me evy can 
dent; becauſe he makes faith to have little or n lu; 
concern in it; which yet all that hear the ſeripturd I 
muſt own to be a concauſe, at leaſt, if not the only feer 
cauſe. Yea, becauſe the allegation which he bring on | 
in, chap. ii. 23. would overthrow all his cauſe, if hg are 
intended the juſtification in God's fight. For thq the: 
ſeripture (ſays he) was fulfilled, which ſaith, Abraſ han 
© ham believed, and it was imputed to him for righte only 
ouſneſs;' i. e. Abraham obeying God, in that diff the 
cult ſervice, of offering vp his ouly Son, did mak fror 
appear what was ſpoken of him in that ſeripture, ang eve! 
gave the evidence and verification of it, that his faith thor 
was imputed to him for juſtification ; though that calu 
juſtification was indeed many years before he madg eric 
this attempt to ſacrifice Iſnac, and long before Iſaaq* wi 
was born. And if Abraham was juiltified before hq of a 
wrought the works, then he could not be juſtified by 32+ 
the works unleſs it be in ſome other ſenſe of juſtify *m) 
cation. Whence it appears, that St James ſpeak * in 
of the declarative juſtification. And ſo it is oly Fe 
ſervable, how he makes his demand, (Oftende] © hn 
Make appear, demonſtrate, and ſhew me thy faith“ ch 
ver. 18. let me ſee {uch ſigns of it, that in the judgſ' an 
ment of charity (though not of infallibility) I ma; Or 
conclude upon it, and ſo pronounce, as the Lord did“ tw 
in the caſz of Abraham, Gen. xxii. 12. Now I know li, 
that thou feareſt God:“ thongh before the thing 

was 


* 
* 
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3 
was not latent to me, yet now thou haſt given a 
proof and manifeſtation of it, that thou haſt not only | 
Ja form of godlineſs, but the power. And thus thy | 
| faith is made perfect, i. e. ſhewed to be ſo; as good 
| fruits do not make, but they manifeſt, the tree to be 
ad. And thus is the word uſed, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
[My ſtrength is made perfe&@ in weakneſs, Hor how 
i| can our weakneſs add to God's almightineſs, but only 
(illuſtrate and glorify it the more ? 
I do inſiſt the longer here upon this, becauſe many 

ſeem ſo averſe to take any. notice of it; but full run. 
on to diſprove the word of God, in proving, that we 
are juſtiſied before him by our works. For to ſet 
x them up as the great plea, on which we wean to 
af hang all, when called to our laſt accounts, is not 

only to conkate both theſe 5 but to conſront 
A the whole doctrine of the goſpel; and very: abhorrent 
{from the ſenſe of all true believers in the world; 
even the very beit of them; ſuch as Job, 3 
th though he maintained his integrity againſt thoſe that 
af calumniated and abuſed him, yet before the Lord he 
14 eried, * How ſhonld man be juſt with God? If he 
al © will. contend with him, he cannot” anſwer him one 
hqof a thouſand,” chap. ix. 2, 3. And, verſes 30, 31, 
by 32+ If l waſh myſelf with ſnow-water, and make 
- my hands never ſo clean; yet malt har plunge me 


+ For he 1s 808 bd mares] am, that I ei r 
"him, and we ſhould come together in judgment, 
h1*. chap. xl. 4, 5. ©* Behold, I am vile; what ſhall I 
ol * anſwer thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth. 
ay Once have I ſpoken, but | will. not anſwer : yea, 
lic“ twice, but I will proceed: no further.“ And, chap- 
ol lil. 5, 6. I have heard of thee by the hearir g of 
my +. 5 E 2 the 
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the ear: but nov mine eye ſeeth thee. 


Where- 
fore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duit and aſhes, 
So David, Pſal. cxliii. 2. Enter not into judgment | 
with thy ſervant, O Lord; for in thy ſight ſhall no 


man living be juſtified.” And, Pfal. cxxx. 3. It 
thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
* ſhall ſtand?” And Daniel, ch. ix. 7, 18. O Lord, 
* righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto us con- 
* fuſion of faces. We do not preſent our ſupplica- 
tions before thee for our righteouſneſſes, but ſor 
thy great mereies.“ And our Apoſtle, (if ſome do 
not think he loſt his good ſenſe, with his good con- 
ſeience, upon his converſion,) 1 Cor. iv. 4. I know 
nothing by myſelf; yet am I not hereby juſtified.? 


And, Phil. iii. 9. I would be found in Chriſt, not | 
And even where 


having mine own righteouſneſs.” 
he ſeems to be in a boaſting humour, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
I laboured more abundantly than they all; he pre- 
ſently correQs himſelf; yet not I but the grace of 
of God which was with me.“ And his © fighting a 
good fight, finiſhing his courſe, and keeping the. 
faith.“ 2 Tim. iv. 7. what is it, but ſtill a magna- 
fying of the ſame grace diſcovered upon him, and 
working ſuch ſweet and happy effects in him, to pre- 


pare him, as an heir, for the heavenly inheritance ? 
And fo, indeed, as good works, and holy qualifiea- 


tions, are ſome rays of the divine countenance ſhin- 
ing on our ſouls; yea, as they are ſome of the fea- 
tures of God's own holineſs, rendering us amiable to 
him, we may take pleaſure and encouragement in 
them. 
fident of the crown of righteouſneſs laid up for 
him ;? yet he expected not that crown to be paid, 
but giveb to him, from God, indeed, as a righteous 


judge 


And though hereupon the Apoſtle was con- 
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jadge ; not laying him down wages deſerved for his 
lervices, but diſcharging a due to his own gracious 
promiſes and diſpenſing out the largeneſs flowing 
from his infinite bounty; yea, crowning his own 
work, and his own righteouſneſs. And ſo that 
right to the tree of life,” Rev. xxii. 14. is not of 


debt, but of promiſe, and the effect of Chriſt's merit; 


with whom we are co-heirs, only as we are the 


children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” 


And when any holy mien in ſcripture plead their 
righteouſneſs with God, as Pſal. vii. 7. Judge me, 


O Lord, according to my righteouſneſs ;* and II. 


xxxviii. 3. Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 
how I have walked before thee in truth, and with a 


*perſe& heart, and have done that which is good in 
*thy ſight ;? we are not to underſtand it of the juſti- 


fication of thcir perſons in general, but of ſome cauſe, 
or actions, or eonduct in particular; and that but in 
compariſon of their wicked enemies, between whom 
and themſelves, thy appeal unto God, as the Judge ; 
though they cannot bear to have any thing that 
they do tried in the ſtrictneſs of his judgement. So 
the zealous dat of Phineas was counted to him for 
' righteouſneſs,” Pſal. cvi. 31. And Rahab was ju- 
(fied? when ſhe had received and concealed the mel- 


ſengers of God, James ii. 25 Not that the deed 
(though never ſo brave) could of itſelf juſtify ſuch an 


ill woman; but it ſhewed, that God had wrought a 


o | work of faith and grace in her, or elſe ſhe could ne- 


ver have done it: tor ſhe ventured her life in it, and 


[ſo preferred the glory of God, and the love of the 
| brethren, before her own life and ſafety. So Nehe- 


miah prayed to be remembred of God, for ſome good 


ſervice that he had done; though at the ſame time 


_» 
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{as to his perſon and his whole liſe) he pr ayed, 
Spare me according to the greatneſs of thy mercy," 
chap. xiii. 22. do all the ſervants of God, that know 
themſelves, inſtead of pleading merits, and claiming 
rewards, acknowledge guilt, and beg for mercy. 


But we may tand amazed at it, and (with our | 


_ Apoſtle, Gal. iii. 1.) aſk, Who has bewitched 


them, that any ſhould fall from the grace of the | 


goſpel, ſo as to vilify Chriſt Jeſus, and magnify 
their own works? * This only would J learn of 

you, (ſays he, ver. 2.) Received ye the Spirit by 
© the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith!“ 
Are you more beholden to your own works, or to 
the faith of Chriſt, that ſtill you * deſire to be under 
© the law ?* chap. iv. 21. Aſtrange deſire, that men 
ſhould long to put their necks again under the into- 
lerable yoke, and ſeem to be proud of the old chains! 
like thoſe Iſraelites, who in the ſame manner expreſ- 
fed their thankfulneſs for their deliverance out. of 
Egyptian bondage, by murmuring that they were 
not there, at the garlic and onions again. Strange! 


that they ſhould ſeck righteouſnefs and live from 


that law which diſcovers their nakedneſs, and ſtrikes 


them dead! that they ſhould think to force a. way i 


lor themſelves into heaven upon impoſſible terms! 


and to be juſtified by ſuch works, as God's word tells.“ 


us, ne man living ſhall ever be juſtified by that 


they ſhould ſtill deſpiſe that gracious covenant of 


God in Chriſt, and hanker after the law as a covenant 
of works! and where they cannot come up to the 
law, yet (Mill to make it ſerve the turn for their ju- 
ſtification) they will bring the law down to them; 
and (as the Phariſees of old) they will adukerate the 


ſenſe, and make it ſo feaſible, that they may be juſti-| 


fied 


r 
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fied by it, without hanging upon the ſatisfaQion and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt jelus ; like the * many thou- 
lands of jews,”* Acts xxi. 20. that believed, and 
were all zcalous of the law.“ But be they never ſo 
many, and never ſo zealous, the Apoſtle did not mat- 


ter their numbers, nor their zeal; which, he ſays, 


was not according to knowledge, Rom. x. 2. But 


| he roundly concludes, Rom. iii. 28, That a man is 


« juitifed by faith, without the deeds of the law.“ 
Thoſe deeds (according to him) have no efficiency in 
the juſtification of a ſinner before the God of heaven. 
And ſo ſaith our church, (Serm. of Salvat.) “No 
„man can by his own acts, works and deeds, (ſeem 
they never ſo good) be juſtified, and made righte- 
* ons before God. But every man, of necellity, 1s 
* conſtrained to ſeek another righteouſneſs or juſtifi- 
cation, to be received at God's own hands.” And 
what is that, but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed? 
for it is in him, that God * reconciles the world unto 
* himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them,“ 
2 Cor v. 19. but ſaving them from the maledi gion 
of the law, for the ſatisfation made by his Son; 
that ſatis faction made by his death, which therefore, 
in this buſineſs, is chiefly reſpected by our ſaitl. 
And though we believe, in our commanding Lord, 
to follow him ; yet it is in our dying Saviour, that 
we believe, to be juſtified by him. And faith makes 
us righteous before God, by thus bringing us into 
the poſſeiſion of Chriſt's righteouſneis ; winch be- 


comes ours by an att of divine grace. And ſo ac- 
-| cording to that of St Bernard,“ Man's righteouf- 


neſs is God's indulgence ;?? not a thing which he 
works by any doings of his own, but which he re- 
eelves by favour from above. | 


Yet 
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Vet this doctrine will not be endured by them 
that are ſtill for patching up a righteouſneſs of their 
own, to do the work for their juſtification; and will 
not be beaten out of it, but that ſuch taſks as they 


perform, and ſuch hardneſs as they impoſe upon 
themſelves, and ſuch a life as they lead, muſt needs] | 


accomplith the buſineſs, to bring them off as cleyer 
as can be. Let Chriſt ſtand by the while, and do 
but make them a lane, and you {ſhall ſee them run fo 


excellently, that you cannot but own they deſerve 


the prize. So do they ſwell with the conceit of their 


own ſervices, as if they ſhould not only make amends| 


for all their ſins, but oblige God to ſave their ſouls. 
Such a high rate do they put upon their doings, that 
they truſt to them more than they do to their Savi- 
our; and he thall only have the name; but the 
works they look upon as their real ſaviours. Inſtead, 
of throwing down all at his feet, and looking for ju- 
ſification and acceptance only upon his aecount, he 
is laſt thought of, and leaſt of all regarded, in all the 
reckoning : and, if poſſible, they will ſhift and do the 
buſineſs without him. 

This is the Pelagianiſm, born and bred in the cor- 
rupt nature of every lapſed ſinner. And where they 
deſerve to be damned, yet they are challenging to be 


ſaved ; and think themſclves and their doings ſo eon - 


ſiderable, that they wonder God takes no more notice 
of them, If. lvui. 3. Wherefore have we faſted, ſay 
© they, and thou ſeeſt not? wherefore have we aflliQ- 
© ed our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowledge,” | 
think themſelves forgotten, or not attended accord- 


ing to their high merits ; and begin to be angry and 


quarrel, if heaven be not paid them down, as the 


due deſert of their works, and not as the purchaſe off. 


the blood of Chriſt, 
And 


They 
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And herein ſome that are called Proteſtants, ſeem. 
yet to be more Antichriſtian than Papiſts, 1. e. great- 
er oppolers of the righteouſneſs of Chrilt, and more 
haughty deſpiſers of his merits and ſatisfaction, 3 in 
the bufineſs of their own juſtification and falvation; 
taking their own works to be fatisfackory enough, 
without any ſatisfaction of his at all. And one 
would think, then, their works ſhould be ſome very 
wonderſul works, that they ſo flick (o them, and :zan 
upon them, and rate themſelves by them: when, 
alas! there is nothing to be deſcerned in them above 
theſe of their ordinary neighbours. Yea, fome thac 
make luch a noiſe and cracking of their probity and 
works, come excecdingly ſhort of others, whom they 
ſo ſupercilioully diſdain, and ery out of, for plucking 
up all good works by the roots. And aſter all the 
do that they make to *eſtablifh their own rizhtcoul- 
nels,” the attempt is moſt. filly, and wicked, and dan- 
gerous. os 
It is a moſt ily attempt; vot only to ſet up 
that which really they have not; all their righteouf- 
nels, when it comes under a brich examination, being 
even nothing, or not worth the ſpeaking of; not only 
deſedtive, but polluted ; and (ic may be) bardly to 


much as the righteouſneſs of tne fer thez and hariſees: 


a pitiful en for men to trouble the world ſo 


much, in diſputing and contending for! but it is te 
aim at unſeaſible things, wherein th ey are perpetu- 
ally baited, and can make nothing of it. So faith 
the Apollle, of thoſe here under cenſar e, Rom. ix. 
31. © Ifrael, which followed after the law of righte- 
+ ouſneſs, hath not attained to the law of rightcouſ- 
* nels.” They were hard in the perſuit, (infequens) 
tugging at it all their days; and yet it æ u L never 
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do. Andhe tells where they miſled it, and how they | t 
miſcarried, next verſe, Wherefore? how came it to | v 
paſs that they were ſo wretchedly diſappointed? why, n 
«© becautie they ſought it not by faith, but, as it were, e 
« by the works of the law.“ They were retolved toe. 
hew it out of their own doings, though that would | al 
not do; and they would not be perſuaded to look | h 
unto Jeſus by faith, to help them out. al 
And yet ſtill, how fr mende do vain men follow | be 
them here ? and will never take warning, but build | ri 
their caſtles in the air, and beſtow all their labour in] cc 
vain, to feek the living among the dead, and rich ore | th 
among heaps of duſt, and dirt, and rottenneſs. For | gr 
before they are made alive to God through Jeſus | wi 
Chriſt our Lord, alas! all their very bei: works, m 
what are they better than dead works, and ſuch as | it. 
ot Paul calls loſs and dung?“ And yet this is the!“ 
worthy ſtuif about which they keep ſuch a pother, | th 
in which they ſo much confide and glory, and upon | oa 
which they ſo erect their plumes, and advance them- ve 
ſelves ; and call the rizhteouſneſs of our Lord, im-] lat 
puted, (in great ſcorn,) a putative rightæonſteſs; yea, | an 
cant, and mumme;y ; and the faith in our Lord's ſa-] an; 
tis faction, nothing but a {andy foundation. And na-| *w 
thing is more ſtudioully loaded with all their diſgrace, | 
than that only refuge, which all men in their wits | ou: 
will at laſt be glad to fly to; priding and juitifving | inę 
| themſelves in the filthy rags,” which are abomnation | thi 
© in the ſight of God,” Luke Xvi. I5. and making but | wo 
a mock of the only thing in the world that ſhould hde 
-ſave them: and fill fo void of good ſenſe, as to miſ- | out 
take the covenant of grace, for a covenant of w orks; Ho 
when as they are ſo widely different, that the voice | Cto 
of the one is, Do this, and live ;- and the-yolce of Way 
the 
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the other, Believe, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” They 


will by all means be under the covenant of works ; 
none can keep them off it. And there they keep the 


clutter, to ſet up that righteouſneſs, which no man 


ever did, or ever ſhall find ſuſficient, When, after 
all, the gayelt of them is not arrayed like one of the 


humble lilies, that neither toil nor {pin, to weave 


an impoſiible web (ſpider-like) out of their own 
bowels. Thus the foolith virgins may make a flou- 
nih with their lamps: though when the bridegroom 


comes, che oil will be wanting; that grace which now 


they do not think worth the providing; nay, that 
grace of the goſpel, which they put from them, and 
will not admit of it; becauſe their own righteoutneſs 
muſt be thrown down, for this grace to be ict above 


sit. Thus the god of this world blinds the eyes of 
them that believe not,” 2 Cor. iv. 4. And though 


they ſo ſtand in their own light, to reje& the only 
Saviour; yet they think they do well in it, and are 
very confident in the deluſion. However, our Apoltle 
labours to convince the world, that it is © of faith, 
and not of works ;* ſtill they go on to contracidt ;. 
and are as flat and peremptory in it, that ät is of 
* works, and not of faith.“ 8 

2. This attempt of eſtabliſhing their own righte- 


oufneſs, is no leſs wicked than filly, It is a eonfront- 


ing the plain declarations of the goſpel; as if no- 
thing at all had been faid, or they cared for never a 


word that our Lord ſpeaks, to throw down all con- 


fidence in the righteouſneſs of works, and to put men 
out of it, to take ſhelter in the righteouſnels of faith. 
How do they deſpiſe the wiſdom of God in this gra- 
cious method of ſalvation by faith in Chriſt Jeſus? 


and reſiſt the authority of God, when he commands 


F 2 | them 
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do. And he tells where they miſſed it, and how they 
miſcarried, next verſe, Wherefore 2 how came it to 
paſs that they were ſo wretchedly diſappointed? why, 
«© becaule they ſought it not by faith, but, as it were, 
by the works of the law.“ They were retolved to 
Hew it out of their own doings, though that would 


not do; and they would not be perſuaded to look 


unto Jeſus by ſaith, to help them out. 


And yet ſtill, how frequently do vain men follow | 


them here ? and will never take warning, but build 


their caſtles in the air, and beſtow all their labour in 


vain, to ſeek the living among the dead, and rich ore 
among heaps of duſt, and dirt, and rottenneſs. For 
before they are made alive to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, alas! all their very bei: works, 


what are they better than dead works, and ſuch as| 
St Paul calls © loſs and dung?“ And yet this is the 


worthy ſtuff about which they keep ſuch a pother, 
in which they ſo much confide and glory, and upon 
which they ſo erc& their plumes, and advance them- 


ſelves :; ; and call the righteouſneſs of our Lord, im- 


puted, (in great ſcorn,) a putative righteouſneſs ; yea, 
cant, and mummery ; and the faith in our Lord's ſa- 


tisfaction, nothing but a ſandy ſoundation. And no-] 
thing is more ſludioufly loaded with all their difgrace, | 


than that only refuge, which all men in their wits 
will at laſt be glad to fly to; priding and juftifying 
themſelves in the filthy rags,” which are abomnation 


© In the ſight of God,” Luke xvi. I5. and making but 
a mock of the enly thing in the world that ſhould]: 


Tave them: and ſtill ſo void of good ſenſe, as to miſ- 
take the covenant. of grace, for a covenant of works; 
when as they are ſo widely different, that the voice 


of the one is, * Do this, and live 5 OY the voice of | 
the] 


the other, Believe, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. They 
| will by all means be under the covenant of works ; 


| clutter, to ſet up that righteouſneſs, which no man 
| all, the gayeſt of them is not arrayed like one of the 


| an impoſlible web (fpider-like) out of their own 


| comes, the oil will be wanting; that grace which now | 


them that believe not,” 2 Cor. iv. 4. And though 


labours to convince the world, that it is © of faith, 


works, and not of faith.“ 


word that our Lord ſpeaks, to-throw down all con- 


and reſiſt the authority of God, when he commands 
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none can keep them off it. And there they keep tlie 
ever did, or ever ſhall find ſufficient, When, after 
humble lilies, that neither toil nor ſpin, to weave 


bowels. Thus the foolith virgins may make a flou- 
nll with their lamps: though when the bridegroom 


they do not think worth the providing; nay, that 
grace of the goſpel, which they put from them, and 
will not admit of it ; becauſe their own righteouſneſs 
muſt be thrown down, for this grace to be let above 
it. Thus the god of this world blinds the eyes of 


they ſo ſtand in their own light, to reje& the only 
Saviour; yet they think they do well in it, and are 
very confident in the deluſion. However, our Apoltle 


and not of works ;? ſtill they go on to contradict ;. 
and are as flat and peremptory in it, that it is of 


2. This attempt of eſtabliſhing their own righte- 
ouſnels, is no leſs. wicked than ſilly. It is a confront- 
ing the plain declarations of the goſpel ;: as if no- 
thing at all bad been faid; or they eared for never a 


fidenee in the righteouſneſs of works, and to put men 
out of it, to take ſhelter in the righteouſneſs of faith. 
How do they deſpiſe the wiſdom of God in this gra- 
cious method of ſalvation by faith in Chriſt Jefus ? 


1 them 
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them to © believe in the name of his Son,“ to the ſav: 


think their own works are more to be truſted to, and 


that they have a better ſtring to their bow. And ſo, 
like the Phariſees, Luke vii. 30. they © rejet the 


© counſel of God againſt themſelves,” and will have| 


tot] 
ing of the ſoul? How do they trample the Son ol} yea, 
his love, whom he gave to die as the propitiation for} that 
our ſins, and not count him worthy to be relied on . th 
Though he ſays, that believing in him ſhall ſecur hi 
us from periſhipg, and help us to liſe everlaſting, ]“ fo 
John iii. 16. yet they dare not truſt to that, but}* G. 


it their own way. Whatever he has ſaid in his word, 
if it do not jump with their preconceptions, and the 
ſyſtems that they have framed in their heads, it is al 
one to them, a as if it had never been ſaid, *'The 
* bread which came down ſrom heaven, to give life 


« unto the world, they ſet at nought, to ſeed upon 
the traſh of thels: own imaginations ; and * tread under} 
* foot the Son of God, and do. defpite ro the Spirit 


of grace,” in ſetting up a Paganiſh religion above 


all the goſpel-revelation. And whom God hath ſent] 


to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to brian 


« everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan ix 24. and to put 


* away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf,” Heb. ix. 26 
him they have httle reſpect to; but run on with their 
old ramble, of attaining happineſs, even in the ſam 
way as: the Ethnic philoſophers taught; as if they 


bad better light and information from them, than] 


from all the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ; and look 
upon all that he has introduced afterwards, as ſuper- 
vacaneous, and they could do even as well without 
it: For it is but to lead an honeſt, ſober, and good 
life ; and that they knew well enough without book, 
If he had ſaid nothing to them in his goſpel. But as 


to 


| 
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to their believing him the only begotten Son of God) 
yea, Jeſus Chriit, over all God bleſſed for ever; and 
that we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the riches of 
q*© his grace, Eph. i. 5. and that he was made fin 


| for us, that we might be made the rightcouſnets of. 


it God in him,” 2 Gor: v. 21. In theſe, and ſuch like 


d myſtical matters of ſaith, they leave him, and deſire 


>| to be excuſed ; and would be left to the latitudinarian 
e liberty, and not impoſed upon, i. e. Let him ſay 
& what he will, they will believe what they liſt, And 


J ſo not only Satin or Crellius, but Socrates or E- 


ef pictetus, is more their maſter, than Chriſt Jeſus. 


I And what more impudent, blaſphemous uſage of the 
ef bleſſed Saviour of the world, than ſo to fly in his 
& face, inflead of believing in his name? and if not 


downright denying, yet ſo rudely handling the Lord 


tþ deal with them, when he ſhall come to call ſuch his 
e| enemies, to account as would not he {ſhould reign 
t © over them,“ nor give the law of faith, as well as of 
x works, to them. 

3- This eſtabliſhing their own righteouſneſs, 3 is as 
54 dangerous and deſtructive to themſelves, as it is filly 


ſelves out of all the bleſſed benefits which come by 
the Redeemer of the world. Seeing Chriſt is of no 
effect to them, whoſoever are juſtified by the law; 
they are fallen from grace, Gal. v. 4. Why, what 
i they be? they may hope to do as well without 
grace, if they have but the moral works. Sit anima 


uſed it,) they may wiſh themfelves with the old phi- 
8 loſophers ; not ſo much to eſcape the ſcandalous 
o| hes, 


that bought them; for which we muſt leave lim to 
and ungodly in itſelf, For thus do they turn them- 


t 
di mea cum pbilaſotbis, (in a ſenſe worſe than Averroes 
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hves, as the unintelligible faith, of Chriſtians, The 
Gentiles divinity is even as wholeſome to them as 
the golpel ; nay, they find more edification in the ho- 
neſt Seneca, than in this myſtery-monger, St Paul. 
There they learn the brave, noble reſolution, enough] 
to make their worihy good man; zum bonum tibi fi. 
dere ; not to hang and depend on any other, but con- 
fide and truſt to thyſelf only. To live all upon their 
own ſtock, that is. the happy life. But O how will 
they get into that eternal liſe, where none but the 
righteous ſhall enter? Why, they are righteous, 
fquare, and upright and that is enough for them. 
But I doubt, they will not find it enough to make|; 
them a title to the kingdom of heaven; © into which 


© ſhall in no wiſe enter any thing that defileth, Rev. ow 


XX1i. 27. And is their righteoufneſs without defilement? 
Let them think as well as they will of themſelves, I 
cannot think it is better with them, than with thoſe] 
people of God that complained, Iſ. Ixiv. 6. We are 
©all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſles. 
© are as filthy rags.* And then where will they be, 
if they have no better than a althy: righteouſneſs ; 5 
and never a holy Saviour, with his * white raiment, 
© to cover the ſhame of their nakedneſs ?? Rev. ili. 18. 


will be contented ſo to do, I cannot tell. Fheir own ih, 


principle (it is doubt) will lead them another way to 
work; neither to buy, nor borrow, nor any way to ſif 
fetch it from Chriſt Jeſus, who alone can preſent 
them without ſpot and blemiſhi, Eph. v. 27. but 
only to clothe themſelves with ſomewhat that is 
home-ſpun ; a righteouſneſs. made of their own 
works, i. e. (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it,) they will 
go about to eſtabliſh ther own righteouſneſs,” ; 
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& And then, when the Lord {hall come, and find 
$]them no better -lad, however they may pride it in 
*Huch-apparel, I would not be found in their coat for 
. all the world. O at what a ſcarful lofs will they be, 
when all that ſhall utterly fail them, wherein alone 
they did put their truſt! O in what a caſe will they 
ebe to appear before the holy Judge, in none but fil- 
thy rags ! in what preparation to enter the place of 
Leverlatting purities, when they were never waſhed 
Efand cleanſed in the blood of the Lamb of God,“ nor 
, [would ever be perſuaded and prevailed with to take 
that courſe; but truſted only to the poor matters 
eſthat they did for themſelves, and looked no further 
[than the tattered blemiſhed rightcouſneſs of their 
„own! . > 

O may they conſider this, who have hitherto been 
ſetting up their reſt in © works of righteouſneſs which 
e they have done,” though the Lord knows, what piti- 
Clful wretched ituff that is; and be well adviſed to 
look out yet further, before it be too late, that they 
may be better furniſhed ! or elfe what wrong will 
5-Jthe Lord do them, to take them, even as he finds 
them, and let them eat of the fruit of their own way, 
| and be filled with their own devices?“ Prov. i. 31. 


wn choice. And in the dreadful day of judgment, 
if he Jay all their fins upon their own ſęore, and af- 
ord. them not a drop of that blood of Chritt, which 
hey diſdained to apply, for the taking off any, how 
an they complain of hard dealing, though they bear 
heir ſin, and ſhame, and ſmart for ever? for they 
ave fixed upon the firſt covenant, where there is no 
1 ediator ; and none they would have; no, they cared 
ot not 
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not. for him, but reckoned to do well enough, though] 


they never had him. 
And when we ane © accepted only | in the Beloved ; 


and in him, they thought, there was no need for then 


to be found; O what acceptance can they expect a 
laſt! and what advocate to plead their caule ! whe 


their covenant requires perſe& righteouſneſs, and 


they have no ſuch thing in them; and yet, for want 


of it, the condemnation will be juſt upon them. For 
God deals with them, but upon their own terms. 


And when he imputes their fins, and rejects their 
ſervices, and reprobates their perſons, and there is no 
"ſurety to take up. the matter, no Chriſt to ſcreen 
them from the © wrath to come ;? why, all this they 


have pulled upon their own heads: and it is no more] | 


than they had reaſon to look for, that the inſinit 
ſcorn which they did caſt upon the Redeemer of God's 
providing, ſhould recoil, and for ever ly upon them| 
ſelves ; and that they who would © eſtabliſh their ow 


_ © righteouſnels,” and abide by it, ſhould take what} 


came of it ; and be never the better for the Saviour, 


whom they would never betake themſelves to, nor| 


; repoſe all their truſt in him. 


O take heed, Sirs, every one, who reads or hears 
this, that you ſin not againit your own fouls, in fin| 
ning ſo againſt all the rich grace of the goſpel ; tha 
you refuſe not the beſt offer that ever can be made 
of righteouſneſs and ſalvation by the grace and faith} 


of our Lord Jefus Chriſt. For © how ſhall you eſcape 


© if you neglect ſo great ſalvation ?* Heb. ii. 3. Ther 
is the laſt refuge; and there remains no more {aj 
*crifice for ſin.“ If you fail here, you loſe all, and 


are gone for ever, paſt all hope of help. 


va 
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Yet, Lord, what a leaven is there in corrupt na- 
ture, that will be_heaving and riſing againſt this me- 
thod, of paſſing by your own righteouſnels, to lay all 
your expeQation and ſalvation upon the righteouſ- 
neſs of another? But never do you fear to take the 
way of God's opening to you, the way that he come 
mands to be taken by you. O be more afraid of lo- 
ſing your ſhare in the cverlaſting benefit! and ſup- 
| prets and beat down every croſs imagination that 
| exalts itſelf above this wiſdom of God, that has ſo 
provided in Chriſt Jeſus or the ſalvation of the poor 

ſinſul world. 

If where fin has reigned unto death,” God will have 
grace reign through righteouſneſ; © unto eterna! 
life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,“ Rom. v. 24. O le: 
it fo reign! and do you rejoice in it, and greatly 
bleſs him for it; and withſtand not the comfort, the 
heavenly hope, the everlaſting conſolation, which this 
brings to every believing ſoul. O do not, what in 

you lies, fruſtrate the death of Chriſt, and your own 
beſt evidence for eternal life, both together. For if 
'© righteouſneſs come by the law, then Chriſt is dead 
in vain,” Gal. it. 21. and if the ſatisfation made by 
his death do not eſtabliſh a rizhteouſneſs on which 
to ground your ſur. hopes of bleſſedneſs, I know not 
how any righteouſne!s of your own will ever be able 
to bear that luperſtrucdure. 

O it is not in yourſelves, Sirs, but in the Lord, 
© that you have rightzouſneſs.; and in him ſhall all | 
© the feed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory,” II. 
Ixv. 24, 25. And it is not by any obedience of your 
finful ſelves, but by the obedience of God's holy One, 
that you are to be made righteous, (thus righteous 
in his fight,) Rom. v. 19. Never dare then to ſtand 

; a 


' 
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a trial in the court of the law; for there yon will be 


ſure to be caſt and loſt: but repair and fly to the 
chancery of the goſpel, and take ſanctuary under the 


covert of the Lord your rigbteouſnefs and your Re- 


deemer. O catch hold of the horns of that altar; 


and let nothing pluck you thence ; but there ſet up 


your reſt : and the life which you now live, let it 


be by the faith of the ſon. of God, that loved you, 


* and gave himſelf for you,” Gal. ii. 20. And let not 
the works done by you, but Chriſt in you, be your 
2 hope of glory,” Col. 1. 27. nor let any thing of 


our own, or any thing elſe in the world, be fo 3 | 
FT ) F | 


your rejoicing, as that: II. Ri. 10. I will greatly 


« rejoice in the Lord: my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my- | 
© God. For he hath cloathed.me with the garments 
© of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with the robe of 
© righteouſneſs.) There is the decus et tutamen, in- 
deed ; and that is a cloathing complete, which will 


both adorn you, and ſecure vou. It will make you 
caſy and comfortable now, and moſt glorious and 
bleſled for ever. And then, inſtead of © eſtabliſhing 

your own righteouſneſs,” you will be eſtabliihed 
on ſo ſure a foundation, where you ſhall never be 
put to confuſion, but be kept through faith to ſalva- 


tion; and enjay the bleſſed end of your faith, jo all [ 


the endleſs joys. of. everlaſting ol 
The third. obſervation. 
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3 who ſtand upon their own terms, aÞ and will, not ſubmit 
to the righteouſneſs of God; they wül not have © 
it in is way, and they ſtall not have it in, their 
OD. 
Have not "Cubmitted themſelves? As. 3 it | 
Zuck with the Jews; they could not bring themſelves | 

| . to 


| 
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to it. It ſeemed too great a condeſcenſion and abaſc- 
ment, ſor them, who, gloried ſo much in their law, 
as written with the finger of God, to go and ſeek 
their juſtification any where elſe. And as much goes 
it ſtill againſt the grain, with ſuch as dote upon the 
great Diana, their reaſon; and think there can be 
nothing ſuperior to that law, which the ſame God 
has inſeribed on the tables of their hearts ' To be 
convinced, that this will not do, but they muſt ſtoop 
to a new remedy, to help them out; here pride of 
their own natural ſtock makes them ſo (tiff, and ſtand 
it out, even to the death, againſt any thing that ſhall 
dome to humble, and pull them down from the high 


opinion that they have of themſelves. This they 


make the hideous out-cry againſt, as a deſign to un- 
man them, and to rob them even bf themſelves, Hi 
| the goſpel comes ta caſt down (Rationationes) their 
reaſonings, or * imaginations, and every high thing 
_ ©that exalts itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and 
| © to bring into captivity every thought to the obedi- 
Lencee of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 5. they are reſolved to 
keep their manly perfection, and thank ye keartily ; 
they will not ſo tamely part with their natural ac- 
| compliihments, which are not only their treaſure, 
I but their glory. If St Paul, and the reſt of the apoſ- 
tles, (poor deluded ereatures !) would be ſuch fools 
* for Chriſt,” 1 Cor. iv. 10. yet they have no mind 


| to take that courſe, to learn wiſdom, which he pre- 


| ſcribes, chap. ili. 18. If any man among you ſeem- 


| *eth to be wife in this world, let him become a fool. 


| * that he may be wife.“ The wifdom of this world, 
| | though it be no better than * fooliſhneſs with God,” 
| ver. 19. it makes head againſt God's way of ſaving 
| finners, and _— but a ſilly contriyance, evert 
. the 


J 
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world, with all its wiſdom, knows not God,” ver. 21. 
i. e. not in the right ſaving manner. Though they 
know enough ſrom his creation, to leave them with- 


out excuſe, Rom. 1, 20. yet they become vain in 


© their imaginations, and their foohſh heart is dark-“ 


the know ledge. of God from his word, not to know | 


dened,' ver. 21, and they will. not vouchſaſe to learn 


* God in Chriſt, reconeiling the world to himſelf, and 
* not imputing their treſpailes unto them,” 2 Cor. v. 


19. nor to know Chriſt Jeſus, made of God unto us 


wiſdom, and righteoufneſs, and ſanQification, and. 


* redemption,” 1 Cor. i. 30. though this be the molt | 
material and beſt of all knowledge that ever they can 


attaſn to, which the great and learned Apoſtle was: 


{o taken with, that he determined to know nothing: 
* clic? among that people, but Jeſus Chriſt, and him, 
© crucified,* 1 Cor. ii. % and, © counted all things 
but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of | 


+. Chriſt Jeſus his Lord,” Phil. iii. 8. and a branch, 


of this knowledge there, he makes to the knowing. 


of ſuch a.“ rightcouſneſs as. comes by the-faith of 
Chriſt:“ yet neither this knowledge, nor this righte- 


cuſnelſs, will down with them: becauſe their ſchool: 


of nature does not teach it, they ſtand up therefore 


1 


ther; for what the one call reaſon, the other call 
| the |. 


to oppoſe it; and, inſtead of ſubmitting to it, they 


rk above it; and by all means would batter it down, 
as not fit to Gabfit, or to be mentioned in the Werlün 


unleſs with the BB ſcorn and defiance. 


And here ſome of our refiners, that may think 
themſclves much diſparaged, to be coupled with. 
Quakers, yet ſhew that they are not at ſuch a migh- 


ty diſtance, but they can lovingly ſhake hands toge- 


© the ſooliſhneſs of God,” chap. i. 25. And the 
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the light within; whereby the mean, in effect, the. 
fame thing which both of them ſet up above the. 
Chriſt without, not only to vie with him, but to over- 
top, and ſo exclude him; and. ſo lean to their own 
underſtandings, and ſo abide by their own imagina- 


tions, as to control his holy word inſtead of being. 
controlled by it. 


Now, pride keeps men off from ſubmitting to the 


© righteouſneſs. of God, 1. Becauſe they will not be 


ſo beholden to another, 2. Becauſe they have too. 
high a conceit of their own righteoufneſs. And, 3. 
Becauſe they have not thoughts low. enough of their 


finful wretchedneſs. 


1. They are not for * ſubmitting to the righteou- 


neſs of God,” out. of pride, which will. not ſuffer. 


them to be ſo beholden to another. To go out of 
themſelves, and fetch home rightcouſnels from one, 


whom (it may be) they look upon but as. their, fel- 
low- creature; this is ſuch a poor, precarious ſort of 


mving⸗ as they count exceedingly: below them. To 


| be © made the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 


v. 2 I. and to be perfect only through the comlineſs 
that he puts upon us: ;? to be decked with borrowed 
amen and not * accepted but in the Beloved, Eph. 

lo be juſtified by faith in him,” Acts x11. 39. 
. beleeis to have life through his name, John 


XX. 31. All this looks pitiful-ſneaking for men of 
d, 


parts, and men of worth, ſo to degrade themſelves, 
and become ſuch underlings to they know not 3 
If now and then any of them bow the head, in 

cuſtomary ſormality, to the name of Jeſus, yet 5 


are not for ſo bowing their ſouls to the righteoul- 


neſs of Je ſus, and to be { found 3 in him, having the 
| 0 « righte- 
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g * righteouſaeſs which 1s through the ſaith of Chrifſhiem! 
© i. e. the righteouſneſs of God, Phil. iii. 9. But agoun« 
Herod and his men of war ſet our Saviour at noughth. 3. 
and mocked him, when arrayed in another's coatgre te 
Luke xxiii. 11. fo. theſe myrmidons make but a jelgs hi: 
of one. cloathed in that white raiment,“ which the ot b 
Lord counſels us to get of him, Like as a proutre ſe 
gentleman, though decayed, inſiſts ill upon his qualipy th 
ty; and this and the other he ſcorns, and would. keeſhen 
up his port, and be as great as ever, when yet (pooxpg t. 
mam!) he has nothing to ſupport and maintain theo pt: 
dignity ; and ſo but makes himſelf the more con thi 
temptible, in refuſing the helps which he might havebre 
and aiming at the high things which he can makchet t 
nothing of. Juſt ſuch wiſe gentlemen, in religion areſbat 
they, that value themſelves upon the pedigree andfrec 
endowments of their rational nature, (however ſankhand 
and vitiated ;) and will be ſo much men, that theyſim. 
cannot find in their hearts to be Chriſtians, becauſeþbe 
they will be independent upon Jeſus Chriſt, and ſop Je 
ſet up for themſelves, that they need not crackle topmi 
him. No, they would not have you think, that it tshefu 
pet ſo low with them, to come labouring and heavyſmad 
*laden' to him, and to caſt their; burden upon him 19 
He came to ſeek and to: ſave the loſt.” True; but bd 
they are none of thoſe. He ſhall ay for their fabs|pef 
mifſion, till they think it time to acknowledge that Hp 
And they ſhall ſtay for his ſalvation, till they do ico 
come done ſo to ſee and own it. For ſuch rich ones; It 
ſo full of themſelves, he * ſends empty away ;* and 
ſeorns the proud beggars, as much as they ſcorn the us 
only Saviour. He chuſes the poor of this worldz fan. 
rich in faith,” James ii. 5. which to them is ſueh a dt, 
* of fanciful wealth, as. only ſerves them to make 
thems | - 
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emſelves merry with. The poor in ſpirit he pro- 
pounces bleſſed,“ and ſure of his kingdom, Matth. 
th. 3. But theſe overweening admirers of themſelves 
re too high-ſpirited, to take the kingdom of heaven 
Is his ſole purchaſe, and God's free giſt: they will 
got be fo baſe, to wear it, till they have won it: they 
gre ſo high and loſty, as to ſoar up, and fly upon it, 
iy the ſtrength of their cwn noble ſaculties. And 
hen what need to * kiſs the Son,“ and all this cring-. 
pe to Jeſus Chritt? Faith is the abaſing and ſelf- 
Gnmptying grace, that ſends us away, out of ourſelves, 
1Þ the Lord eur righteouſneſs,” Jer. xx111. 6. there- 
pre he that will not give his glory to another, will 
get truſt it to faith, rather than to any thing elſe 
elbat- is in us: for it is a receiving from without; 
dreceaving the atonement, and abundance of grace, 
land the gift of righteouſneſs,” by him, and from 
ym. It is the poor empty pitcher that we carry, 
ſeþbe repleniſhed out of his infinite fulneſs; our looking 
oþ Jeſus,” as the Iſraelites to the brazen ſerpent ; our 
opþming-to Chriſt, who calls us to him; and flying for 
is reſuge to the hope ſet before us, Heb. vi. 18. being 
y made righteous by the obedience of another, Rom. 
n þ.19. another ſulfilling the law for us, and in us. 
ut od this our faith is, imputed to us for righteoul- 
b»1neſs, as Abraham's was, Rom. iv. 24. but the 
ti put ation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to us for our ju- 
lo fee tion. jj I TL ES ey ts, 
$ t is (fYoeda execranda, pernicioſa, detęſtanda) a fil- 
d y, curſed, baneful, abominible doctrine, ſaith So- 
ze pus. The man was ſo full of bitterneſs and ven- 
dz fance againſt the only way of his ſalvation, he pours 
a Þ as of he knew not what to ſay bad enough of it. 
W | 1 ">. And 


N» | 


e doctrine of devils, and an arm of the ſea of.corrup| 


yp, 
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and G. W. (in the Serious Apology, p. 148,) pro. 


„ nounce, in the name of the Lord, juſtification 


© finiſher of our faith, and throw us upon him as ouff 


ii. 10. yet to come unto Chriſt, as poor bankruptiſe 


13. think * the Lamb worthy to -recive all glo 


And hence we may learn, at what fountain the 
wild ſect among us have been dabbling, when W. P. 


the righteouſneſs which Chriſt fulfilled in his own 
« perſon for us, wholly without us,” to be “ the 


&« tion, which does now deluge the whole world. 


Such blaſphemy cannot be leſs hart and hideoas uf ſe 
all believers, ears, than this kind of juſtification wap: 
in theirs. But when are theſe exalters of themſclyg , 

like to come down out of their altitudes, to fetch th 


righteouſneſs from another, though it be from ther 
Son of God himſelf? However the ſcriptures tell 
of the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Eph. ii. 
all the inſcrutability to them is, that they know no 
what to make of ſuch treaſures. And though th 
ſame ſcriptures draw us to the great © author a 


Neuf Ut 
heir 


* 
life and our all, in whom dwells all fulneſs,” Cal he 


that have not a mite of our own; in us no god 
thing to recommend us unto God; but expecting al 


from him, (as is the guiſe of faith and humility ;) (me 


confeſs we are unclean, and weak, and loſt, and deadfut P 
and that Chriſt -is our righteouſneſs, our ſtrengt 
our Saviour, and our Redeemer; yea, that we aff! 


worſe than nothing without him, and that we haſfead 


all things given us only with him, and in him: air juſ 
if it is not our free will, but his free grace, th. 9. 
makes us to differ, how All then will it beſeem us inng 
arrogate the glory of our Lord to ourſelves ? biftheir 
O! when will they ſo magnify Chriſt, and as Rev. Os 

W 


al 
| 
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and in all things to have the pre-eminence, who are 
readier to ſide with the malevolent factions of proud 
rebels, that would {poll him of his Deity, his domin- 
jon, his ſatisfaction, and his righteoufneſs, as the 
meritorious cauſe of our juſtification ? of whoſe righte- 
ouſnels (in this caſe) and of that only, all his hum- 
ble retainers do make mention; and take all their 
happinets, as purchaſed by him, and not at all de- 
ſerved by them. But this the enemies of grace, and 
the undervaluers of-Chriſt Jeſus, will never endure ; 
becauſe it ſpoils all the glorying and triumph in any 

thing of their own, whereof they are ſtill fo fond, 
and have it in admiration above all. And thus, 
2. Pride hinders mens ſubmitting to the righte- 
buſncſs of God, by the high conceit they have of 
their own righteouſneſs, as that which they think 
may paſs very well, and ſerve the turn, without look- 
ing any further. Chriſt's righteouſneſs, which is 
ſrompletely perfect, they put away from them; but 
heir own, they would have imputed to them, as per- 
Fa, which is ſo extremely ſhort of perfection; and 
em couſident alſo in the opinion, that God (whoſe 
hdgement is according to truth) will yet make the 
ame erroneous computation as they do. No doubt, 
ut Paul himſelf, beſore his converſion, ſuppoſed ſuch 
h ſufficiency in his own Tighteouſne(s, though, when 
grown a better man, hie was lefs aſſuming and, in- 
cad of depending upon any rightcouſl nels of his own 
aller juſtification, diſclaimed it all, 1 Cor. iv. 4. Phil. 
j. 9. And here he blames tis countrymen, for 
vifig about that idle, wretched deſign, to“ eſtabliſh 
6 their own dichtete 
7.4 But the ſons ot fpride are quite of another opinion. 
rind What rich :teouſr.cls (ſay they) ſhould a man ſet 
all Fi | ap. 
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up, but his own? would you have him to live upot Tiſh 
an airy fantaſtical thing, that is none of his own! foly 
what good is that Which! is another's like to do him * 
Though an unclean leper ſhould be ſpruced up if Pla. 
fine clothes, and a ſinſul creature covered with thif ſtar 
mantle of a Redeemer, what the better? yea, whaf and 
need has he to look out abroad, who is well provid di 
ot at home? All theſe have I kept, from my youll qui 
ap, ſaid that forward young man, Matth. xix. 2 Eta 
Thus do many fill ſtand ſtroking themſelves, ag} Ane 
admiring the lives that they have lived; and ſee lait 
to entertain this conceit of themſelves, that they eu ov. 
deal with all the commands of God. And thougf f= 
they cannot (for open thame) but acknowledge ſont ob 
faults and failings in their obedience; yet, when Jou! 
they cannot ftretch out their righteouſneſs, to hel eus 
meaſure with the command, that is exceeding broaſf dnl 
there they will contra& the command, ſo as to mai Ror 
it ſland commenſurate, and even no more than equiff hot 
to their righteouſneſs, by their v orthy doctrine, tert 
acceptilation ; that counterfeit coin ſtamped in ken 
Socinian mint, without any royal authority of like 
| ven, not upon "the ſoundation of holy ſcripture, | buſſ en 
A their own fond conjefture ; and all on purpole to e 
© vacuate and ſuperſede the merit and {atisſaQion/d bol. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that there may be no need | ele 
this, or any other compenfation ever to be made tiff 0 3 
the juſtize of heaven, but only the finner's own fl tio! 
Pentance,; which they take a deal of | pains to pro min 
ſufficient, without faith in the Son of God. But fl me 
all their. reaſonings are without book, and run onl tion. 
on fuch a bare preſumption as that of the Ninevite der, 
Jon. iii. 9. Who can tell if God will turn 46 = 
repent, and turn away ſrom kis anger, that we Þt But 
ril N 


9 
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rim not ?? g. d. we do not know but God may ab- 
| folve and juſtify us, upon our bare repentance : but bit 
ve have no afſurance that he will- For to all the 14 
plaufible ailegations that raiſe our hopes, there are 
| ſtartling replications, to ſtrike us down with fears; 
and no ceriainty ever to be had, but only from the 
eyine-revelation ;. and that (we are ſure) does re- 
quire not only © repentance towards God,” but alſo- 
© faith towards our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt,“ Acts xx. 21. 
And where-ever. repentance is ſingly named, yet 
faith muſt be ſuppoſed: for no true repentance with- 
out godly. forrow ;. and no godly ſorrow, but what 
oss from the: ſenſe of God's love; and what ſenſe. 
ok his love, but through faith in the Beloved of his 
ul? for whole ſake alone it is, that the holy righte- 
Jus God is friends with believing ſinners ; and pot 
|. oaly kind, but juſt, to juſtify the believers on Jeſus,” 
Bom. iii. 26. The juſt Judge of all the earth was, 
| not to be nſtruded by theſe wife men, upon what 
terms to take ſinners into favour, No: he has ta- 
ken that way of ſatisfaQion, which does not at all 
like them. Their maſter, who declares, * he would 
not believe a thing, becauſe God. ſays it, but be - 
J cauſe his own reaſon diſeerns the truth of it,” is 
bold to give out, © that though this were exprelly 
aid, over and. over. in ſcripture, Chriſt Jeſus ſa- 
b isfied God ſor our ſins, he would not believe it.“ 
ow then can we expect that they ſhould be deter- 
mined by the tantamount terms of *propitiation, atone- 
ment, ranſom, redemption through his blood, (recemp- 
bones pretium,) the price given for our freedom; un- 
dergoing a like infliction, as was to light on the de- 
hrered; and the juſt ſuffering for the unjuſt?“ 
But. whether. they be plcaſed with it or no, God has 
1 H. 2. better. 
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up, but his own? would you have him to live upot 
that is none of his own! 
what good 1 is that wha 13 another's like to do him! 


an airy fantaſtical thing, 


Though an unclean leper ſhould be ſpruced up in 
fine elcthes, and a ſinful creature covered with th 
mantle of a Redeemer, what the better? yea, whit 
need has he to look out abroad, who is well provi 
70 at home? All theſe have I kept, from my youll 
« up,” ſaid that fo: ward young man, Matth. xix. 20 
Thus do many fill ſtand ſtroking themſelves, an 
admiring the lives that they have lived; and ſeen 
to entertain this conceit of themſelves, that they 
deal with all the commands of God. And thoug 
they cannot (for open thame) but acknowledge ſont 
faults and failings in their obedience; yet, when 
they cannot ſtretch out their righteouſneſs, to hok 
meaſure with the command. that is exceeding broa 
there they will contra& the command, ſo as to malt 
it land commenſurate, and even no more than equi 
to their righteouineſs, by their worthy doQrine« 
acceptilation ; that counterfeit coin ſtamped in ti 
Socinian mint, without any royal authority of hes 
ven, not upon the ſoundation of holy ſeripture, bu 
their own fond cenjeQure ; and all, on purpoſe to « 
vacuate and ſuperſede the merit and ſatisſaction 
our Lord Jeſus Chritt ; that there may be no need d 
this, or any other compenſation ever to'be made tt 
the juſtice of heaven, but ovly the ſinner's own nt 
pentance,; which they take a deal of pains to prof 
ſufficient, without faith in the Son of God. But fn 
all their reaſonings are without book, and run on 
on ſuch a bare preſumption as that of the Ninevits 
Jon. iii. 9. Who can tell if God will turn 
repent, and turn aw ay ſrom eis anger, that we p 
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Tiſh not?” Jo d. we do not know but. God may ab- 


lolve and juſtify us, upon our bare repentance: but 


we have no afſurance that he will-. For to all the 


 plaulible ailegations that raiſe our hopes, there are 


ſtartling replications, to ſtrike us down with fears ; 
and no certainty Ever to be had, but only ſrom the 
eine revelation; and that (we are ſurc) does re- 


{| Quire not only © repentance towards God,” but alſo - 


faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. 
And where-ever. repentance is ſingly named, yet 
faith muſt be ſuppoſed: for no true repentance with- 
ov godly. forrow ;. and no godly ſorrow, but what. 
tiows ſrom the ſenſe of God's love; and what ſenſe. 


ok his love, but through faith in the Beloved of his 
Joul-? for whole ſake alone it is, that the holy righte- 


cus God is friends wich believing ſinners ; and not 
only kind, but juſt, to juflify the believers on Jeſus, 
Rom. iii. 26. The jaſt Judge of all the earth was 
not to be nſtrudted by theſe wife men, upon what 
torms to take ſinners into ſavour. No: he has ta- 
ken that way of ſatisfadion, which does not at all 
like them. Their maſter, who declares, © he would 
not believe a thing, becauſe God. ſays it, but be - 
„% cauſe his own reaſon diſeerns the truth of it,” is 


bold to give out, © that though this were exprelily 


i 


aid, over and over. in ſcripture, Chriſt Jeſus ſa- 
£$ 4isfied God ſor: our fins, he would not believe it.“ 
low then can we expect that they ſhould be deter- 
minced by the tantamount terms of *propitiation, atone- 
ment, renſom, redemption through his blood,” (redemp- 
tones prefium,) the price given for our freedom; un- 
dergcing a like infliction, as was to light on the de- 


lwered; and * the juſt ſuffering for the unjuſt * 


But. whether they be pleaſed with it or no, God has 
„ 12. better. 
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better conſulted the honour of his law, and taken 
more care to kecp up the authority of his goVern- 
ment, by an inexorable juſtice done upon the turety, 
that Hood in the ſinner's ſtead, though that Surety 
was no ſeſs than the dear Son of his eternal love. 
And though they that judge of God's ways with 
out God's word, are of opinion, that there was no 
need of a propitiation for their tins; yet he has de- 


clared himſelf to be otherwiſe minded; chat * with- 
* oat ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion,” Heb. 


ix. 22 Nor is it any manner of blood that will 


ſerve the turn neither: For it is not poſſible the 
plood of bulls and of goats ſhould take away ſins,“ 


Shag. x. 4. no, nor any fort of human blood; not 


„the fruit of our body for the tin of our ſoul ;? but 


zt muſt be © the precious blood of Chriſt, as ol a lamb 


* without blemiſh, and without ſpot? 1 Pet. i. 19. 


the blood of Chriſt, through the eternal Spirit, ſo 


offering himſelf to God,“ Heb. ix 14. Ard by that 
offering he lias perfe&ed for ever them that are 


„ ſanQified,? Heb. x. 14. It is not their own ſanaAi- 


fication, but his oblation, that gives them the perfec-. 
ion. For God is well pleaſed in his holy Son, that 
never did diſpleaſe him, and pleaſed with the offend- 


ing ehildren of the Meſſiah, only for his fake. 


It is true, he does * accept che willing mind,” ac- 
cording to what they have, where the power of per- 


forming is wanting, 2 Cor. viii. 12. But then that 


acceptance maſt be underſtood to be ever in the Be- 
loved, through his merits, and upon lis account. | 
And good is the advice which St Cyprian gives to 


alt, Nec quiſquam ſic ſibi blamdiatur, de puro et imma—- 


culato cor de, ut iunoceutia ſua fretus, medicinam non 
pute efſe adbribendam vulneribun. © Let no one enter- 
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*.tain ſuch a high conceit of the cleanneſs of his 

| ** heart, nor ſo value hümſelt upon his integrity, as | 

to imagine, that he has no need of cure for his Br 
+ wounds,” to be healed with the ſtripes of his Savi- | 
our. But to this refuge, the high and lotty. Socin— 

1ans, and ſome of their aſſociates, think there is no- 
neceſſity to have recourſe, No: they expeq ther. 

own rTighteoulneſs ſhall do greater feats tor them, 

than all the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. They will dare: Þ 
to plead their caule, and defend. themielves, without: — 
him; as he ſaid, the Phariſees did, Luke xvi. 15. 1 
* Ye are they which juſtify yourſelves beſore men.“ 

They have it fill, that all is done well enough by _| 
them, to make up a righteouſne!s ſufticient to do 0 
their buſineſs. And might not one then expedt ſome my 


ſuperexcellent virtue in their righteouſneſs above. | | | 
other mens, in which they have fuch high conſiden en 


to do ſuch mighty matters? when, alas! it is not a | 
jot better for all the preſumption ; only themlelves- 1 
are ſtill much the worſe, ſo to contend and flruggle it 
out, even with God himſelf, in their own juſtiſic ation.“ 
When thus they ſwell their mole-hills into moun- 
tains, they ſhall be mountains indeed, big encugh to 
ſtand in their way, to keep them from Chriſt, though ||| 
not high enough to raiſe them to his heaven. No; Li 
he told ſuch juſtiſiers of themiclves, who were to 1 
opinioned of their own worth and goodneſs, Matth. 
xxi. 31. that *publicans and harlots went into the 
„kingdom of heaven before them. For ſuch noted 
ſinners well ſooner be convinced, and come to repent- 
ance, and to faith in Chriſt, and ſo to heaven. But 
pride deſiroys even all that good which the others ||| 
pretend to; and they are nothing fihcere in it: for, | | 
behold his ſoul, which is lifted up is * not vPright in i! 

Him, 11 


po 


G4 


8. him, a Hab. 11. 4. 
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© ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of faith. How can ye be- 


© lieve,” (faith ay, bleſſed Lord,) ho receive honeur || 


one of another?“ John v. 44. And nothing hinders 


{o much, as the honour which men tluus belongs to 
them for their righteouſneſs: for. it is not ſo much. 


woalth, or parentage, or parts, that comments. a 
man, as goodneſs. does. 
moſt to be praiſed for, as owing all to themſelves. 


Propter virtutem ure laudamur, et in virtute refe glo- 


riamur : quod non contingeret, fi. donum a Deo, non no- 
bis Haberemus. Tull. "This redounds ſo much to our: 
honour, (ſay the patrons of nature,) becauſe we 


have not. this probity, as an infuſed quality; but we. 


draw it out of our own treaſure. | 
Ihe diſputers of this world are thus for. wrang- 
ling themſelves. out of the righteouſneſs of God + 


and there is no end:of their cavils againſt it. While 
it pleaſes God, by the ſooliſhneſs of preaching, to 
« fave. them that believe,“ 1 Gor. i. 21. they that are 


ſo conceited of their own righteoaſneſs, will never 
joſe all the crop of praiſe and glory which they ex- 


pect from it, to throw it down, as reſuſe tuff, at the 
No; the very arguing of the 


feet of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Apoſtle for the- righteouſneſs of faith, that it * ex- 
cludes boaſting,” even that fills them wich ſuch pre- 


jadice againſt. it: Rom. iii. 27. Where is boaſting | 


then? it is excluded; by what law? of works? 
nay, but by the law of faith.“ 


againſt their boaſting trade. As the Jews could not 
tell how to imagine, that the Gentiles which * fol- 


* lowed not after righteouſneſs, ſhould attain to 


6 righte- 


j | 


Huch as ftand ſo much uporr|- 
their own endowments and abilities, w ill har. ily ever 


his they look therefore: 


And therefore are 
they ſo much againſt this faith, becauſe it is ſo much 


| Righteouſneſs of God, = 
*E:righteouſneſs, when themſelves that „followed 
after the law of righteouſneſs miſled it, Rom. ix. 
39, 31. ſo our Judaizing fort of Chriſtians will never 
be periuaded, that the righ:coutneſs of faith, which 
they think too eaſily come by to be honeſt goods, 
ſhould do more than all the laborious righteouſneſs 
which they hew out and fabricate themſctves. How 
merry can they make themfelves with St Ambroſe 
| his adumbration of Chrili's imputed righteoufneſs, 
.by Jacob's recommending himſclf to his father, and 
carrying away the bleſſing, in his elder :brother's 
clothes, of which he ſo well liked the perfume? I 
know the mighty diſdain with which they look upon 
this .righteouſneſs ; ſo that if they found it laying 
even in the way, they would ſcorn to take it up, un- 
leſs too ridicule and expoſe it. | 
For the doQrine of imputation has, of Wan late 
years, grown a jeſt and derifion, which ever before 
was owned and defended by all the moſt celebrated 
divines of our church, as the only orthodox opinion, 
One of the greateſt and beſt of them that ever this 
church had was not aſhamed to build all his hopes 
of heaven upon it. And in one cf his devout ad- 
dreſſes to the Majeſty on high, thus, does that ſweet 
ſinger of our Iſrael, give his ſenſe of the matter. 
Hungry I was, and had no meat: 
L did conceit a moſt delicious feaſt: 
I had it ſtraiglit, and did as truly cat, 
As ever. did a welcome gueſt, 
IT owed thouſands, and much more 
I did believe that I did nothing owe, 
And lived acordingly ; my creditor 
| Believes ſo too, and lets me go. 


When 
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When ereatures had no real light tho 
Inherent in them, thou didit make the ſun muc 
Impute a luſtre, and allow them bright, [up ce 

And in this ſhew what Chriſt has done, thin; 


HERBERT of PFarth| me 
But now (as a champion ſor the oppoſite part the 
told me) ſince the thirty nine articles were compiled, re f. 
there has been a turn in our affairs, I ſuppoſe it ma hat 
be, from the faith of tlie goſpel, to the admired thePpon 
ology of old nature. And the divines that arc am- ng. 
bitious to be thought modith, diſcourfe now withpindt 
quite another air, than what lies ſo plain in the ar IU? 
tieles of our faith and religion, which ſmell to much lve: 
of the Cranmerian reformation. And therefore they f tl 
make of them only as a key, by which they are fainſeali 
to enter into the church ; but as ſoon as they have hem 
got poſſeſſion, fall to preach them down, withoutP9' 
mercy, as the greateſt abſurdity. | ere 
Though all this while, the ſelſ-righteouſnels inſo h 
which they ſo ruffle and glory, (God knows,) is noneſt th: 
of the thing which they would have taken it ſor, but ord 
a ſorry, ragged, patched covering, not only full off un 
cracks and flaws, but of ſuch deficiencies and impu · dee 
rities, that it will never abide the teft of God's holy, 10 
righteous law. And the higheſt pretenders to itfe tl 
are many times the leaſt partakers of it, Prov. ferit 
xxx. 12, There is a generation that arc purefat | 
in their own eyes, and yet is not waſhed from their th: 
ſilthineſs.“ We know of one that was as much his w! 
own ſpokeſman as any of them, and ſet off himſelf infſs, 
all the fine trappings of his own righteouſneſs, Luke lieſc 
xvlii. yet the ſucceſs which he found does little en- ed 
courage others to follow his trade: for his fellow- 8. 
worſhipper, that took quite à contrary courſe, Pod 
555 (though 
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(though looked upon as a worſe man,) yet ſered 
much better. The publican, that ſcarce durſt look 
up to heaven, but * {more on his breaſt,” and had no- 
thing to lay for himſelſ, but, God be merciful to 
eme a finner, went down to his houſe juſtified, ra- 
ther than the other,” ver. 14. Yet O how many till 
are for keeping up the Phariſee's humour! And, alas! 

hat is all the beſt righteouſneſs they fo much ſand 

ꝓpon? What, but ſome common honeſty, fober liv- 
Ing, upright dealings, oblervation of ſome prayers, 
kindneſs to the poor, fair and plauſible carriage to 
þll? Things, it is true, very commendable in chem- 
aſclves ; but yet ſuch virtues as were found in many 
ye the heathens ; and peradventurc, in a greater 
neaſure than theſe righteous men now do pohicls 
ehem. But ſtill this is too fhort for the cover, and 
to weak for the cure of a ſinful ſoul, All this while 
ere may be no regeneration, no prmciple of new life, 
aÞ heart right with God, no Spirit of Chriſt. none 
eff the true holineſs, without which no ſeeing the 
chord. Inſtead of having theſe, they may rejze& them, 
fb unneceſſary preciſeneſs: or though all theſe were 
-pdeed ſuperadded, yet ſtill they are in ſuch imper- 
„Aion here, that the very beſt of mortal ſaints de 
the the continual need they have to fly unto Chriſt's 
„ crit and ſatisfaQtion, to help them out. But they 
fat ſet up the righteouſneſs of works, in oppoſition 
rÞ the righteouſneſs of faith, are ſo puffed and ſwol- 
isn with the proud conceit of their own righteoul- 
nls, that they look upon it as fall enough, and ac- 
elieſce in it, without ſecking any forther. And what 
- ed they any foriegn righteouinets, derived ſrom 
„e Saviour, when in every nation, he that fearcth 
Bod, and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted with 
5 him!“ 


— 
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jum;“ Adds x, 35. To which I ſhall here return 
Beza's remark upon that place : That among theþ 0" 
Hc brews, the ſear of God imported the whole of his] fig 
we rſhip; ; and becauſe without faith it is impoltible to] 
| Pt: ale God ; it appears thereſore, that Cornelius, to] th 
wi on this refers.) though a Roman born, and now| ©* 
a | roſelyte of the gate, yet before his baptiſm, or ha 
his particular knowledge of Jeſus to be the true Meſ. 87 
firs, he waz one of thoſe faithful, who believed in 
Chriſt to come. I only add, that none being accept-| ©? 
ed but in the Beloved, we muſt therefore conclude, 
tl at he was called, and endued with the Spirit and] : ** 
f ith of Chriſt: and ſo God approved of him, for that| . 
which, by his own grace, he had wrought in him. th 
Vea, whoſoever truly fear him, ney do look upon 5 
him as Propitious, and believe, that there is forgive. 
* nets with him,” Pſal. xxx. 4. and therefore we 
may ſuppoſe, that he reveals his Son in them,” and 
gives them that faith, without which none can be|. 
_ pleaſing in his ſight, Heb. xi. 6. EN 
But they that preſume they can .do well enough] . 
without the Meſſiah's help, now that he is come, ul th 
they were not too high to regard our Apoſtle, I. Pe 
ould mind them of his wholeſome admonition] re 
Rom. xii. 3. I ſay, through the grace given unt he 
© me, to every man that is among you, not to think: de 
'© of himſelf more highly than he ought to think; but ta 
© think ſoberly, according as God hath dealt to every” ſo 
man the meaſure of faith.” But ſtill he talks ſo much of 
grace and faith, inſtead of works and ſelf-righteouſ} ve 
neſs, that he is not like to be heard by them, wha * 
are all for their own things, and therefore ſo much 1 
.admire them, as better than any, becauſe they arg l. 


heir own. Though herein they ſtand ſo much in theiſ 4 
owt 
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own light, as to withſtand their juſtification in God's 


fight: tor the righteoufneſs that indeed juſtifies us, 
mult be complete, and muſt exclude boaſling ; and 


| theirs has neither of thele qualifications ; therefore 


cannot avail to their juſtification. No; this is to be 
had anoti:er way; the way which they ſcorn to take, 


Acts x1i1. 39. For by the Son of God, all that be- 


* heve are juſtified from all things, from which they 


could not be juſtited by the law of Moſes,? 


And there is a gr reater obſt acle fall in their way; - 


and that is, 


3. Fhe want of low thoughts and humble ſenſe of 


. their own unrighteouſneſs, aud ſinful wretchedneſs, 


They never yet well knew themſelves, or elſe they 


would have better learned Chri?, They overlook. 
or elſe palliate, the grand apoſtacy ; and therefore 

they have ſuch {light thoughts of their recov cry. As 
much as they do own of the natural corruption, they 


rather make ſt the excule of their fins, than any 


matter of their humiliation. Pelagians and Socinians, 
that make ſo I$ht of the fall of man, and the diſtem- 
1]; per of our nature, do make as light of the help and 
remedy ; and fancy that any quacking receipts, and 
| home-ſpun righteouſneſs, will do for ſuch an inconſi- 

derable ailment. and as for the righteouſneſs of 
|. Chriſt imputed, (that ſhadow of a dream,) they will . 
" ſooner deride it, than ever deſire it. 


One of themy that pretends, in a late book, to cor· 


rect all ſuch extravagant errors with a high hand, 
well begins his account of Chriſtianitv, with the in⸗ 
quiry after Adam's fall. But I cannot think that he 
has given the world any good ſat isfaction, as to our 
ſad loſſes in Adam, when he makes no more of all, 


but that we became mortal, and muſt die, and ceaſe 
I * e 
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to be; and appeals to the common fenſe of men, 


that by deagh, is meant no more than the cXtindion 
of life, and not a living in miſery. 


Now, if he perceive no worſe burt by the fall, yet 


he ſhould not be angry with thoſe that do groan un- 


der more grievous effects, and feel the old aches and 
miſchiefs, the wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying 


ſores all over to this very day; the darkneis to 


truth; the dulneſs to good; the pronenels to evil; 
the liſtleſſneſs to healing; and even reſiſtance of a 


cure: all which they cannot take to be any part of 
ins work, who made all things very good; and there- 


tore malt lay the blame es than at his door, and 


yet higher than the actual tranſgreſſions of the par- 
ticular perſons ſo ill aſſected. "For that they appear 


ro be thus vitiated, even beſore habits by their ae- 
rions can be eountracted ; yea, to be thapen IN ini- 


* quity, and conceived in fin,* Pial. Ii. g. and to bring | 


inch a corrupt nature with them into the world, as 
makes them the children of wrath,” Eph. ii. 2. and 


more to be objected againit them, but that now they 
were become ſubject to the calamity of mortality. 
Alas! we are told quite another thing, from more 
authentic writings; Rom. v. 19, That by one 
man's diſobedience, many were made (not only ſuſ- 


ſerers, but) ſinners ; ; and ver. 18. that by the of- 
fence of one man, © judgment came upon all men to| 
* condemnation.” And wha that has well ſtudied the 


holy ſeriptures, can take this condemnation to. be no 


more than a temporal death? However the Right 


Reverend expounder's new and ſoft ſenſe of God's 


«cath and damnation may as much oblige the Socin- 


. ture God would not be fo offended at them, if they,“ 
were but even as he made them, and there were no 
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ian tribe, as his oppoſition in other matters has diſ- 
treſled them; yet here I muſt beg leave to diſſent 


from him and them. Though we know what is com- 
monly meant by death in man's law, he muſt be a 
great ſtranger to the law of God, that thinks no more 
to be meant by it there, where wicked men are 
threatened, that if they live after the fleſh, they 
ſhall die, Rom. vil. 13. and aſked, why they will 
die, for want of turning? Ezek. xxxit. 11. Why, 
let them live aſter the fleſh or not, or though they 
do turn to the Lord, they ſhall be ſure however to die 
the natural death of the body. Sin, whether finiſli- 
ed, er unfiniſlied, brings forth this death. There 


| muſt be a further death meant therefore, James i. 
15. even that curſed Fate, Gal. iii. 10. and that 
hell, which is made the portion of the wicked, 


Pſal. ix. 17. dien muſt intend a puniſhment be⸗ 


 yond the grave: for into this all {tall be turned, 


though they live never ſo godly, Pſal. Ixxxix. 48. 
© What man is he that liveth and ſhall not ſee death? 


but ſome ſhall awake to ſhame, and everlaſting con- 
© tempt,” Dan. xii. 2. And thereſore, for all our 
Sadducees haſte, when they die, there is not an end 
of them; nor does the immortal ſoul then prove 


mortal too, (at which their doQtrine ſeems to drive;) 
but they will be heard of again in a liſe of miſery, 
which holy {cripture calls the © ſecond death,” Rev. 
xxl. 8. The lake which burns with fire and brim- 


| * ſtone, is the ſecond death. And they thall be tor- 


© mented day and night, for ever and ever,” chap. xx. 
10. Such as are condemned by the Judge cternal, 
© ſhall go away into cverlaſting puniſhment,” Matt, 


Axv, 46. And our church is very expreſs, (Hom. of 
Nat. and Paff.) that “ man, by the fall, is not only 
become mortal, but a lump of lin, a bond. ſlave to 


the 
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« the devil; are probate, caſt away, and fire- brand 
hell; and, by the juſt judgment of God, condern} oy. 
„ ned to everlaſting death.“ Our Lord jeſus tuei zune 
did not come into the world, only to preſer ve mi 
from non-entity, that they might not drop into no- 
thing but to deliver us from the wrath to come « of 
1 Theſſf i. 10. This moſt dreadful ev erlaſting judge 
ment of God, is his wrath poured out upon «the vel. 
„ ſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction,' Rom. ix. 2% 
which, to ſave us from, was an errand and acchieve 
ment indeed w orthy the bleſſed Son of God to come 
into the world upon. And they that take no notice 
of this, unleſs to contradict and cavil againſt it, if 
their law and their phyſie be no better than theitf « ſe 
faith and divinity, the vd might not much ba 9 
damnified, though they ſhould ſcorn any further to 
_ oblige it with their practice. We ſee, the knowled 
of bodies. and worldly eſtates does not preſently gav 
a man inſight into the things that depend upon divine 
revelation. No; there is an unguent, which all thei 
: philoſophical fill in nature cannot diſcover: and 
yet it helps even the illiterate to know all things 
pertaining to ſalvation, better, and more to the pur: 
| Poſe, than many rabbies and ſcholars, that ſo much 
ſcorn and deſpiſe them; and that is: © the unction 
from the holy One,“ 1 Toh i 11. 20. a learning that 
makes them know themſelves, and their woſul need of 
a Saviour; and makes them cry to him, in the anguifl 


of their ſouls, (as ready to fink and drop into hell) 
Lord ſave us, or we periſh: we are undone for ever, 
if thou be not our * ſtrength and our Redeemer. Ge 
When. ſo many that ſeem. muchi above them, are ill 
of the Laodiccan temper, Rev. iii. 17. to fay, they] In 
are rich, and inereaſed with goods, and have need 

0 
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def nothing; and know not, that they are wretched 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 
| They believe not a word, what our church, (accord. 
Ting to the holy ſcriptures,) Art. ninth, teaches, 
that “man is ſo very far gone from original righte- 
© ouſucſs, that the fault, corruption, and infeQion 
of nature in every perſon born into the world, de- 
ſerves God's wrath and damnation :” and that 
therefore we can never think to ingratiate ourſelves 
with the Majeſty offended, by offering any thing of 
our own. But, as it is, (Art eleventh,) © We are 
counted righteouſneſs before God, only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by 
“ our faith; and not for our own works and de- 

if 6c ſervings.” = | 8 Ds | 

The rueful work which ſin has made in our ſouls, 

J to throw us into a ſtate,-not only of ſtrangeneſs to 
God, but of enmity againſt him, batters down all 
the pride and confidence of ſuch as ſeriouſly ponder 
and lay it to heart. And when we are once foundly 
convinced of our ſin and miſery, what a holy Majeſty 
we have offended, and what an intolerable puniſh- 
ment we have deſerved, ſure we ſhall not preſume, 
then, that we can ſave, as we have deſtroyed, our- 
ſelves : but ſhall be glad to take our reconcHiation, 

as a precious favour, at the hands of that almighty 
Saviour, on whom God has laid our help, being 
© juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Jeſus Chriſt,” Rom. iii. 24. | 
But men at eaſe, and never yet pinched and diſ- 
| treſſed with the grievous preflure of their ſins, and 
F God's deſerved plagues, are no competent judges of 

| theſe matters, whatever otherwiſe are their abilities. 
In the heat of contention, they will rather ſcoff at 
| 


them 


— — 
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them, and play with them, than put in for their“ 
| ſhare i in the bleſſed benefit of God's providing They 
are ſubtile, and tortuous, and endleſs, in oppoſing] | 


the righteouſneſs 'of God. Their ſtout ſtomachs 
know not how to admit of it. They will ſeek all 
ſubterfuges in the world to avoid it. And if they 


can find any lurking hole elſewhere, they will never 


come upon their ſubmiſſion to Chriſt Jeſus. 
Indeed it is the great work of the Spirit of God, 
ſo to bring down the ſoul, and to * convince the 
« world' of ſin, as well as of righteouſneſs,” John xvi. 
9, 10. by a deep humiliation, to prepare men hearti- 
ly to yield unto' God's method of juſtification ; to 
* ſtop every month,” and lay * all the world guilty 
before him, Rom. iii. 19. to make them abhor 


themſelves, and ſabſcribe to the juſtice of Heaven, | 
pronouncing damnatiou upon their fins ; and make 
them renounce all hope of relief ſrom any righte- 
ouſneſs of their on, and to depend all upon the 


Lord their rightoouſneſs, for ju eation. in God's 
ſight. 


The whole need not a phyſician,” but the ſick at 


heart will be glad to hear of help. After they have 


been haraſſed with the terrors of the law, and pull- | 
ed down with the ſpirit of bondage, and the con- 
ſcience of ſin has brought them to ſee, what a © fear- 
ful thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God,?- 
then they will know how to prize the grace of the 


goſpel, and the bleſſed news, that calls them to be- 
lieve in him, that has ſatisfied the precept, and un- 
dergone the penalty of the law for them. 


they have been groaning under the ſore oppreſſion, 
they will have little liſt to reſiſt the heavenly grace, 
which bids them * caſt their burden on the Lord.“ 

| Guilt 


When 
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Guilt awakened, makes men highly concerned ; and 
indeed only the convinced ſinner is capable to let 
this grace tink down into his heart. Such as are 
pricked at heart, bowed and broken with the burden 
of fin, will haſte away for *reſuge to the hope et be- 
fore them,” and look to Jeſus, as the wounded did 
to his type, Numb. xxi. 9 Such as knew God's glo- 
rious holineſs, and their own ſorry righteouſneſs, 
will deſpair of themſelves, and never venture, with 
their briers and thorns, upon a conſuming fire. 

But who fo bold as they that are yet in their na- 
tural blindneſs, in whom the God of this world has 
* blinded the eyes of them that believe not? 2 Cor. 
iv. 4. I cannot but call it blindneſs, for all their 
parts and learning: for Paul was not inferior to the 
| beſt of them, for natural and acquired abilities; and 
| yet could he fee nothing of this righteouſneſs, till 
humiliation had pulled down his heart, and conver-. 
Gon had opened his eyes. And he tells us, that the 
natural man,” (let him be never ſo profound for his 
politics, or mighty in his philoſophy) *receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are fool- 
„ iſhneſs to him; neither can he know them, becauſe 
©they are foiritually diſcerned,” 1 Cor. ii. 4. Can- 
not: and whereſore? (I belcech ye?) what is tos 
hard for them to know, who think they ſee and com- 
*| prchend all? Why, here he hes poſed them, who 
was the moſt experienced perſon on both fides, and 
knew what could be done-by the ſtrength of nature, 
and what men can never have a ſight of, without a 
ſpiritual eye, and God's grace, and light from above; 
to give them (as he expreſſes it. like himſelf, Eph. 
4. 17, 18, 19.) © the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: the 


2 
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eyes of their underſtandings being enlightened, 


4 that they may know what is the hope of his calling, 


© and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 

in the ſaints, and what the exceeding greatneſs;gf 
© his power to: themward that believe.“ This is a 
knowledge ſo ſublime, that none of the great maſters 
Of reaſon, with all their ſharpneſs can attain to; and, 
therefore, are ſo apt to ſpeak evil of what they un- 
derſtand not, becauſe they: were never yet thrown 
down, like Paul, and never taught of God,“ and have 
not heard and learned of the Father, to come unto 
* Chriſt;? John vi. 45. and ſo as yet they lee no need 
of © ſubmitting themſelves to the righteouſneſs of 
God;' nor ll. they do it, till brought better to 
underſtand their own vileneſs and accurſedneſs, till 
they have got that eye - ſalve to. clear their ſight, 
Rev. iii. 18. and (after all their boaſted virtues}, 


come to learn of Chriſt that meckneſs and low lineſs | 


of heart which would ſet them upon deploring the 
depravation and pollution of their nature, the deceit- 
fulneſs and wickedneſs of their hearts, and thoſe 
deadly wounds and damnable maladies of their ſouls, 
that require no leſs a remedy than che blood of Jeſus, 
and the great ſalvation wrought by the Son of God. 

In the ſenſe of which, O hew well for them, if they 

would turn the proud boaſting of their good deeds, 
into humble bewailing of all heir ſins, and be taught 
of God himſelf, Ezek, xx. 43. to remember their 
© ways and their doings, amd loath themſelves in their 
{own fight ;? yea, cap. x vi- 63. ſo remember, and. 
be confounded, as never to. open their mouths any, 
more, ' to ſpeak one word int any {elf vindication. 

"Thus: I have — bevgfor Pride, it is den 
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men ſtand off ſrom ſubmitting themſelves to the | 
* righteouſneſs of God? YT x 

And now I. would TEES all whom 1 can pre- 


1 Not to have theſe men 10 in adiniration, as 

to eſpouſe their N. ee lor the way of . e 
neſs. | 

2. Not to count a riptneouſneſs of your own wood) 
leſs to be- pollefled of, becaute . have need of ano- 
ther to truſt in. 

3. Vet, after you have done your beſt, ſahmit to 
the righteoulffefs of God, as Ever you would have 
peace wich God. ä 

1. Admire not the are of their own tighte- 
oufnefs, as lixelieſt to lead you into the way of righte- 
teouſnefs, as if true goodneſs lay all on their fide, 
and you muſt needs be with them to find it: for \ 


there, peradventure, you may fooner find ſnakes in 


the grafs, yea, and infidels in the dark, transform- ll. 
ing themſelves into angels of light.“ But there you | 
may be miſerably diſsppointed' of that real righte- {11 
oufneſs, 'wHereof they woultbe thought the ſole poſ- | 
ſeſſors: for it is not mens much talking of it that 1 
preſently entitles them'ito it: but it may be proper 1 
to inquire how they came by it, bef5re we think our All 
faves obliged to acknowledge them endued with it; | 
for how can the corrupt tree bring forth good | 
fruit?“ and trees of righteouſneſs do not uſe to 1 
grow in nature's garden. No; they muſt be tranſ-- Be 


| planted; and altered by grace, before they can bear F..1 
any thing pleaſing to God. O what then ſhall we 
think of their righteouſneſs and goodneſs that make 14 
even as light as nothing of that tranſplantation and! 
change made by converſion, and carry, is if they had ol 
K 2 been qi 


applauding tne good: that they. ſtill have done? ſo 


"renewed in the very ſpirit of our mind, and {aved, 


from crying fins, and ſcandalous ways. And fueh a 


lieving and world and fleſh ſeem to have them as 
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been ſuch as they ought to be, even all along from: 
the beginning, and. ſtand carefiing themſelves, and. 


that, to talk to them of converſion, is an 1mpertinent; 
loſs of ycur labour; for they ſeem to underitand no 
converiton at all, but of heathens, infidels, or ſome 
very notorious finners ; when as, in truth, conver». 
ſion is not only changing names and profeffions, but 
hearts and converſations. It is to be regenerate and. 
made new creatures ; to paſs from death to life; and; 
not only be civilized as to the external carriage, but 


irom our worldly loves, and carnal. minds, as well as, 


change, O how many that name the name of Chriſt, 
yet ſtand in as much need of as any that 1 without 
the borders of Chriſtendom. 1145 

But when J hear men, that are for 3 auts to 
heaven, and for widening the way, which. our Saviour 


calls narrow, crying, it, is but ſo and fo, and: {ſeem | 
as confident, as if all were their own already, though 


fill th,eir praying is at as low an ebb as them be- 


much under, as any other men; and to the means 
of grace, that ſhould help us God: ind heaven-ward, 


(as ſcriptures, and ſermons, and ſacraments, a__ 
fabb aths, and the daily exeroiſes. of piety, and de vo- 


tion,) they ſeem very cold and indifferent, and are 
Teadier to diſpute them away, than to ſhew any zeal 
for them. I am ready to. think with myſelf, if the 
religion of theſe men would ſerve the turn, as low as 
it is with me, I durſt venture, with. eaſe, to fetch out 
ſach a copy. And yet though I wrote fairer, and 


reached further than fo, E ſhould be afraid to truſt] 1 
Nay, I ſhould ſuf 
ves 


my everlaſting falvation upon it. 
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pect all my faith in Chriſt, by which I hope to be 
juſtified and ſaved, if it did not excite and enable me 


to do better than ſome that think they have done 


cnough, and are good enough, when yet they ly far 
hort of thole believers in; Jeſus, again whom they 
have ſo many articles, for their looſe opinions, dei- 
tructive of all good converſation., 77 

Alas, who uſe to throw the righteouſneſs fun her 
from them with their hands, than ſome that ſtifflieſt 
plead for it with their tongues !. ſhewing much more 
concern ſor others holineſs than ſor their own, And 
we ſhould be very ſorrily taught, if we had no better 
patterns to learn it ſrom; when. even the inherent. 


| righteouſneſs, upon which they hang all the weight 


of their. ſalvation, yet ſuch an ordinary attainment 
do they make of it, that.a heathen man, or an unre-- 
generate ſinner, might undertake to reach and ac-- 
complith as good a righteouſneſs : : for regeneration 
they treat as a child of the imagination; and only 
for the ſport that it gives them, they might pals it 
over in deep ſilence. Belike they may not think 
themſelves concerned in our. Lord's determination, 
Matth. xviii.. 3. , Except ye be converted, ye {ball 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” And, John 
* 3 © Except a man be ,born again, he cannot ſee 
+ the, kingdom of God. > Yea, for (that which 
is their pride) the very morality, yet I know the 
caſe, wherein they can make it a diſpenſable qua- 
lity: for I have heard ſome. of them fetctr eff an e- 
(regions ſwearer, drunkard, or ſcandalous liver, for 
a very good, honeſt man, of whoſe happinels they 


perſuaded he meant no hurt, but only had tuch fail- 
ings. And, at that rate, as loſe as they count our 
doctrine of faith in Chriſt, we may ſay of their ſelſ- 

righte- 


x ſeemed not to make any doubt, becauſe they were 


they do exceed, or eome near to equal our holy re- 


talk like thoſe that do not know the truth as it is 
in Jeſus,” nor what an operative principle is the fee 
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righteouſneſs, * Wide is the gate, and broad is the: the 
way; who almoſt can mis it? TPhey are indeed the | and 


_ quicke(t operators to relieve à troubled: conſcience. him 


And iſ what they lay down would but ſerve the turn, ang; 
it were the eaſieſt matter in the world to do that | or 
which Elihu, Job xxxiit. 23. took for the work of art | Nag 


© interpreter, one tony a thouſand, to ſhew unto | 1 


„man his uprightneſs; 3 to Pat out that Which will reli 


be a convincing evidence. of one” 8 Kine to _ SIGH | onl: 
dom of heavern ' ers 


Baut, however the oighreviſacſs of faith may bes hop 
eharged as deſtructive of good life, (and let others lait. 


take their liberty to judge as they find ;) as far as | an 


my own experience reaches, F muſt needs teſtify, that i. 
J know no fuch holy, humble, charitable, heaventy* rou 
livers; as ſome of theſe cenſured ' believers. © Aid“ $09 
many chat live: and lean by faith. on the Son of God Pi, 
kave much more of the goodnefs to ſhew in theit“ chic 
coverſations, than others that would ingroſs it all to f 
themſebyes in their diſputations. Nor can I fo ad- fait 
mire any, even the beſt, of the Socinians, as to think | 


formers, who yet were the known maintainers 'of' itt! 
this doctrine of faith, and even built the reſormat ion rail 


upon it; and as they lived great examples to Honour” wha 


it, fo they died faithful martyrs to aſſert it. And } 


they that cry, it is no thanks to the doctrine, if ſome"! to þ 


if f 


mens eonverſation under it be as becomes the goſpel, 


faitty of Chriſt to produce al the fruits of a godly” 
liſe: for if indeed 1 do believe in him, as dying for 


my fins, and making my peace through the blood! 
of his oroſs, how can J but love him, yea, love him 
the- 
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the more, the more I believe he has done on my ae- 
and I cannot love bim, but I ſhall ſet myſelf to pleaſe 
him ; and then, ſure, am-I like to do him more 
ingenuous and acceptable ſervice, than when 1 
work only as a {lave for dr ead, or as a ren for 
| ages 
. I know the Papilts- Iſo . ours for a looſe 
| religion, becauſe we teach this juſtification by faith 
only: and yet how often have we feen the looſe liv- 
ers among us run over to them for eaſe, and ſuch 
hopes in an ill way, as we could not give them ? If 
\| faith. im Chriſt be any part of our goodneſs, (as I 
: | cannot but think it is, becauſe God has commanded 
fit, and promſed- everlaſting life to it,) is it not e- 
rough, then to bring, the whole pretenſion of their 
gooqneſs under {uſpicion, who make ſo bold to ex- 


| chief; than benefit to the world? And they that uſe 
to be. ſo ſaucy with goſpel · myſlerics, do not afford 
„aich any more civil uſage, but that which St Paul 
ealls the myſtery of faith, 1 Tim. iii. 9. it is doubt, 
„is Hill uch, a myſtery 49 them, that when they make 


i the ſound, (6 wg es poet of then I Aan ought 


"to have a {arm treatment as well. as a And 


ſit ſome did believe of our, Lerd Jeſus as they ſhould, 
they wauld ſhew-a- little better manners, and more 
reverence to him, than they do. And as he com- 
mended the cemuriop, Matth. viii. 10. I have not 
found ſo great faith, no not in Iſreal.“ I with 1 
could not ſay it, to the rgproach of ſome, that would 


plode and xidicule this ſaith, as a thing of more miſ—- 


0 Pit: ors Faule $0, os wia. 14 ped rag to 


ruſt chemſelves for ſheker under eur Iſrach I have 
not 
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not found ſo great infidelity no not in Rome ;*wherq ' 
an honourable author (in his acute way) nas long 
ſince told them, they make a jeſt of Chriſt's three 
offices; yet they have not gone about to plunder hi 


of his eternal deity, and his infinite fatisfaction, ot 
which depends all our juſtification here, and our fat. 
vation for ever. | 
But they that can allow and plead for the worſhip. 
ping of our Saviour, and yet tell us, we need not co 
cern ourſelves, whether he be God or not, would 
thus run us upon the {ame abſurdity, as he conder 
ned in the Samaritans, John iv. 22. to worthip we 


know not what;“ yea, te give the glory of God (fo 


ought we know) to a creature, And then we are like 
to be good livers, when ſuch foul idolaters. But (al 
ter all the oftentation) I ſhould not doubt to find aj; 
good life and morals, yea, as good righteouſnefſs an 


religion, as theirs, even among the old Ethnic phils| 


fophers. Nor do I queſtion but St Paul, who was al 
great a ſcholar, was allo as good a liver as Socmus|| 
yea, how incomparably better? and yet he believed 
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«that © Jeſus Chriſt was over all, God bleſſed for ever} pea 


Rom. iz. 5. and that we are * juſtified by faith in hin, 
without the works of the law ;? yea, by faith, i 


\ ſu 


vel 


contradiſtinction from works, Rom. ix. 6. © If it be bit b 


grace, (ſays he,) then it is no more of works 


works, then it is no more grace; otherwiſe wor 
is no more work.“ And of this faith and doQrine| 
it is moſt evident, he was a moſt zealous promote 

They therefore that aſperſe it, as tending to ill lis 


and diſſolution of manners, muſt needs reflect ol 

* , 1 5 a 0 1 5 C 
him, as a very ſhallow preacher, or none of the be 
liver. k EG tka Hot 2 9 W : 
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But ſure it can be no part of their goodneſs to jut- 
tify themlelves, and pride it in their owt! righteout- 
nels, and remain too ſturdy, ever to * ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of God,” and wriggle themſelves out 
of that meekneſs of faith, which his word makes tEeir 
duty, as much as the holineſs of life. But be it his 
| word never fo plain; yet if they ay it is not, but 
only our Interpretation, that ſhall be their warrant 
to reject it all, and cry, it is againſt reaſon, and againſt 
good life; aud therefore they are wiſer and better 
than to bear talk of it. When I thouglit, it had becn 
good reaſon to fſubmit to God's rigbteoufnels, 
though it might ſeem a diſparagement to cur owy, 
and not ſet our weak reaſon to briſk up itſelf above 
his revealed pleaſure. And 1 thought good liſe hal 
been in no danger, by accounting his rightcouſrcf; 
A better, and fitter to be confided in, than our own. 
o But ſome would make us think they are of opinion, 
that the talk of à good liſe is all, when we can ſee as 
| little of it among them, as with othcr men. And moſt 
of their zeal (as far as they commonly make it ap— 
pear) is ſhewed, to fright men out of their faith, ard 
* ſubmiſſion to the rightecuſnes of God, ard to ir- 
‚ veigh and rally againſt the belic\ ing in jeſus, though 
at be to the ſaving of the ſoul. But che Lord ſort:- 
wy bes his falt liſul People againſt all ſuch, II. li. 7, 8. 
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7 fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid 
* of their revilings: for the moth th all eat them uh 
* like a garment, and the worm ſhell eat them lil e 


my ſalvation irom generation to generation.“ And, 
chap. liv. 17. The righteouſnets of my ſervants is 
BY L | of 


; Hearken to me, (and not to them,) ye that know | 
* righteouſkeſs, the people in whoſe heart is my law: 


* wool : but my rightcouſneſs ſhall be for ever, ard. 
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« of me, ſaith the Lord:“ and if it be of God, it fall | 
ſurely ſtand, whoever go about to diſannul it; and if | Ou 
It be according to his word, for certain it is holy, and | 
tends to his glory, whoever ſpit their venom to blaſ- * E 
pheme it. They take the wrong way to advance their] bt 
opinion, or their reputation, with the believers on | 


Jeſus, when they are for ſtifling faith in Chriſt, to all. 


make mention of their own righteouſneſs. even their | fer 
own only. | ma 

But while others run Jown faith, to'<xalt good lite, hes 
we. would not (for repriſals) throw down good lie to [718 
iet up faith. Therefore, al: 

2. Let none count a righteouſneſs of reis own ri 
needleſs to be policiizd of, though they have ſtill need Co: 


of another to truſt to. You muſt throw by your L. 


righteouſneſs, as no foundation for you to build upon 110 
but never mult you throw it away, as the garment ft 
which you are to be continually cloathed withal ! 
Though your title to heaven muſt not be laid an 
upon it, yet there is no good hoping for heaven without] 
it; nor any living upon | carth but you will tole yours 
ſelves, and expoſe che fich of Chriſt, by your means, 0 
to be evil ſpoken of. And dead Mes! in the precious 
+ ointment,” will give it an ill ſavour, and juſt offence}? 1 
to open the blaſphemers mouths. Here then muſt you ft 


be exceeding full of care; to walk eireumſpectly, as deat 


well as to believe aſſuredly; - and to lead a Jife becom: men! 


ing your faith; that you may not ovly have the © wit*Þr be 
6 meſs: in yourſelv es,” but may have others alſo abroad} of 


to corroborate the teſtimony, when they ſee the fruits! peact 
ſpringing out of the root in you; and, from your chat 
tight ſhining before men, muſt be confiruitied to con- Pg, 
ſefs you are illuminated with the beams of © the Suri dbſol 
0 of righteouſneſs,” \Bolin 
I con- 


I confels, it is vain to talk of driving ſome men 
| out of their own righteoufnets, that which indeed 
they never had; but ſuch muſt rather be taught, that 
except they repent, they {hall - periſh ;* and that 
„ they mult turn or die, as well as believe and live: 
for faith is the fight of a convinced ſinner to the holy 
| all-tutficient Saviour; not only to be juſtified and pre- 


eg - 
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made meet for the inheritance of God's ſaints' in the 
| heavenly glory. And { muſt tell you, that your own 
righteouſneſs and holineſs is as neceflary, as your 
ſalvation and everlaſting bleſſedneſs; for the un- 
* righteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God,” 
Cor. vi. 9. And without holinefs, no ſceing a 
p 


bk 9s. 2 


Lord,“ Heb. xit. 14. Converſion, and becoming ne 
lereatures, and walking after the Spirit, and having 
the converſation in heaven, theſe are all ſuch adi 
Ipenſable qualifications, that a man muſt have a faith 
Megainſt all the word of God, who can make account to 
t get to heaven without em. | 
And 1 ſhall little regard the piece of mind that any 
7 ao arrive at, in an idle, prayerlefs, or licentious way 
of life; for thus men may ſnatch the ſtolen goods, 
5 vhich one day they ſhalt anſwer and ſmart for, and 
uind all the fine ſecurity turned into the ſhadow of 
death; and, by grace or hell, be awakened into la- 
mentation, and weeping, and wo. They may ſo bribe 
er baffle conſcience for a while, even when the *wrath 
a of God abides upon them.“ But though they cry 
peace, and all well, when they know not, or mind not, 
1 what 1 is amiſs, he 3910 bring them to another reckon- 
ing, and not hold them guiltlels, that can fo calily 
Ibſolve themſelves: and if there be not grace and 
2 there will be no peace and bappineſs, Though 
| L 3 upon 
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| ſerved from damnation, but alſo to be ſanctified, and 
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pon the right e depends ſo much our holy | he 
hving here, and our eternal life. hercafter ; yet, as we in 
muſt ſecure our ſalvation in the hands of our Saviour, | giv 
fo muſt | we juſtify and adorn, our proſeſſion in the fill 
ſight of every obſerver. However true piety, as well | the 
as faith, leans upon Chriſt alone, (for he is made un- the 
tous fanAlifieation, as well as redemption;) yet where- thi 
ever his goſpel in power is received by faith, it will] of 
produce the fruits of a godly life. So that they are ou 
no true believers, but ſalſe hypocrites, who are WiC- 
- ked livers ; nor are they, ſound in the faith, that a-] as 
bound not in its holy fruits: for Chriſtians. are not] of 
to be: diſtinguiſhed from heathens, only by their or- pr 
thodox opinion, but alſo by their exemplary conver-| bl. 
-£.Yon, elſe wilt they be found in worle caſe at laſt, ar 
even than thoſe that were without Chriſt. tb 

Jo contend for his faith is a duty. True, but it as 


is not all: nay, to cry it up in words, and daſh it tr 


down in the life; to flatter his. perſon, and, trample It 
his commands, is not to believe in him, but to rebelÞ in 
- a2ainſt him. Believers 4 are ereated in Chriſt Jeſus] yi 
to good works, Eph ii. 10. and * the myſtery off t! 
* faith is to be held in a pure conſeience, 1 Tim. ii.] c: 
8. But faith is ſpurious, and none of that juſtify ing t! 


faith we contend: for, if it be not a holy faith, and d. 


ſuch. a principle of holineſs as purifies the heart, and b 
works by love, and is ſruitſul im good works. Te tl 


Chriſt indeed, and to him alone, belongs all the hon a 
our of our ſalvation: but then we muſt keep up the a 
glory of his grace, without overthrowing the authof g 
_ rity of his government: and where we cannot work g 
to deſerve heaven, (that we need not do, when he hall 

done it for us;), yet muſt we uſe the means, and takd- 

- the way he has appointed, to that ſalvation, whiel 


I! * 


Righteouſneſs of God. 
he has merited. Nor will he that works all our works 
in us, perform our duties for us; nor will God fors 
give and ſave us, without the terms on our part ful- 
filled: however, by his grace it is, that we do perform 
Lt} them; and to him we muſt ſeek ſtill to enable us for 
-| the performance. And as we muſt borrow from ano- 


1} of boaſting ; ſo we muſt have in ourſelves the righte.. 
eþ ouineſs which excludes all boldneſs in ſinning. af 
«| as think it engugh to hang all upon the rightcouſncſs 
t| of Chriſt, though they caſt behind their backs all the 


«| bliſh not their rightcouſneſs but their wackednels, 
b and make their faith in. the Saviour of the world, 
their patent to. affront the holy One of God ; where- 
ith as Chriſt's righteouſneſs is no aſfylum for ſuch bold 
ith traitors ; but it is a ſweet reſort for all frail offenders, 
le It is not for thoſe that will not ſet themſelves. to walk 
elf in his holy ways; but for ſuch as do what they can, 
vs} vet ſtill, find they come ſhort, and offend in many 
alf things. The penitent believers, whoſe deſire and 
i.] care, and endeavour, is to live godly in Chriſt Jetus,' 
ug though Nill they are fo faulty, the criminate and con- 
nd demn themſelves ;\ yet he will anſwer for them, and 
nd} bring them off: but the obſtinate ſinners, who put 
Le © themſelves under the banner of another commander, 
n. and ſet their hearts upon the world, and their luſts, 
be and make no conſcience of the holy duties which the 
10] goſpel gives them in charge; though they be never 
ri]- {o confident, that Chriſt ſhall ſave them, he will ſhake 
ul I them off, and never own them, but pals the ſentence 
of condemnation upon them. 


i. | Repentanee 


-| ther the righteouſneſs which excludes all confidence 
This then may confound the preſumption of ſuch 


=] precepts of Chriſt. And ſo indeed they would eſta- 
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8 all virtuous and godly qualifications, are ſo ab- 


_ folutely necdiul, that there is no good to be done, no 
heaven to be bad, without them. No ; 1t 1s vain, it | 
is impudent, to look for a bleſſed end in a wicked way; 
when as the Saviour himſelf will not ſave us in our 
fins, bpt from them, i. e. not when we continue im- 


penitently in them, not unleſs we contrive and ſtrive 


to forſake them. Let no man deceive you with vain 


* words ; for becaule of the wicked things forbidden,, 


© comes the wrath of God upon the'children of dif- |, 
© obedience,” Eph. v. 6. He has revealed it from 
heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteoutnels 
© of men, that hold the truth in unrightebuſneſt 1 
Rom. i. 18. And he that is angry with the wicked 


© every day,” will never allow of wickedneſs in any 


man. No; © the righteous Lord loveth righteouſ- 


© neſs ; his countenance does bchold the upright,? 


Pial. xi. 7. And he that does righteouſneſs, is 

* righteous, and is of God,“ -1 John iii. 7, 18. It is 
not talking of it or precending to it, without doing, 
it, that will prove. you to be poſſeſſed with it, and: 
owned of the Lord. And if you are not ſincerely 
righteous, with a righteouſneſs inherent, you will 
never be able to make it out, either to the world, or 
to your own conſctences, that you are completely 1 
righteous with a righteouſneſs imputed ; for from 


this righteouſneſs evermore flows. the other. 


But it may be aſked, what need is there of this: 
righteouſneſs of our own, if we be juſtified by the 
righteouſneſs of another? Nay, if God. juſtifies the 
the ungodly, may not we even caſt away the care of 


piety, and live at large, how we pleaſe, if we do but 


believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and. perſuade ourſelves, that. 
, his. 


\ 


Repentanee, then, and righteouſneſs, and holineſs; | 
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his righteouſneſs fhali- ſet us right with God, and 
bring us #afe to heaven? And then is not this a doc- 
trine like to make good work to reform the world, and 
turn ſinners apace to the Lord? How could you fit the 


humour of ungodly men better? and do not you thus 


give even the vileſt wretches the halloo, not only to 
run on, but to abound in all iniquity, that they may 
reap the abundance of grace, and make all even, by 
the cheap and eaſy way of faith; to believe that all 
their work 1s done, and they may then take their 


4 calc, and fear nothing: 


J bewail it, that this is the common uſe many do 


Inake of all the rich grace of the goſpel. Thus they 
[fumble at the corner-ſtone, and daſh themſelves, to 


their own deſtruction, againſt the very rock upon 
which is to be built all our ſalvation. Thus the holy 


One of God ſhall be made the pander of: fin and 


[reliance on Chriſt, the warrant to rebel againſt the 
Lord. 


Now, both to Key the bind of ſuch as plaſpheme 
the righteouſneſs of faith, and are ready to cry out 


even of the choſen veſſel for running looſe with un- 
| node doctrine; and alſo to ſtop the way againſt 


the beaſts of the people, that are ranging about to 


eck any gap where they may break loole, to out- 
run their duty; I muſt here give my pen liberty to 
flow down in a meaſure beyond the proportion ob- 
b ſerved i in the other parts of this diſeourſe. 


And this cavillation having more in it of ſophiſiry 
than honeſty, and uſing to ariſe rather from that 


I perverſeneſs of ſpirit which holds the truth in un- 


righteouſneſs, than from the real want of underſtand- . 


ling. how to make a better aſe of it; and growing not 
- To much upon a weak, as a wilſul miſtake of the de- 


7 ßen 


been well proved to be the deſign of Chriſtianity, in 
a noted book, (which alſo ſpeaks the pious deſign of 
the right rererend author ) yet it ſeems with good, 
advice, that ONLY was pinched out of the title off, 
that book in the latter edition: for wo to poor guil:-|;: 
ty loſt ſinners, if Chriſt Jeſus had no further end ta] 
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ſign of our Saviour's coming, and of the nature off, 


that true faith which gives us the ſaving intereſt in|. 
him; I ſhall think I have done enough to reſcue the 
truth out of ill hands, and to ſatisfy all juſt excep- 


tions, in capitulating with the objeQors, and endea- 


vouring to ſet them right as to thoſe two points, and to 


cut off the occaſions of wreſting and perverting them 
to their own vile and vitious purpoſes, 
1. Though I dare not limit the deſign of our bleſ. 


ſed Saviour's coming, into the world, only to his 


preaching righteouſneſs, and living and dying au ex-. 
ample of all virtue and piety, in his continual doing], .. 
good, and patient bearing evil, and leaving the rules] 


of holineſs for us to follow; however holineſs has], 


atone for their guilt, and deliver them ſrom the de- 


ſerved curſe, to give himſelf for their ranſom, to p 


make their peace with heaven, and to purchaſe them 


an eternal bleſſed inheritance there. This wonder. 


ful kindneſs and love of God our Saviour, mult never 
be overlooked and forgotten: yet, at the ſame time, 


muſt we remember, that he had a deſign upon us, te 


renew us, as well as to redeem us; yea, to redeem|, 
us from the {lavery of ſin, as well as from the miſery. 
of hell; to turn vs from our iniquities, and raife us 


above chis world, and fo to fit us or a better, vor he g 


alſo meet for the W of glory. Indeed his de- 
tign (as one ingeniouſly ſays) was not upon our 


. names, \ 


"We 


& 


f 


generation that thould be called Chriſtians o or believ- 
ers, but to make them ſuch manner of perſons, i in all 
holy converſation and godlinels, as ſhould be to che 
5 Nu of his grace, and * adorn the doctrine of God 


u caſes of our ſouls, that pulled us down to the ground, 
to health andi integrity, and renew us after the. i image 


of communion with him here, and the bleſſed fruition 
Sof him for ever. 120 
hut O how do they miſtake the Redeemer, who 
fake him for their ſervant, only to carry them te 
of heaven, but no Lord to oder them in the way lead- 
ing thither! yea, their ſlave to ſerve with their ſins, 
of and give them boldneſs to go on in their treſpaſles, 
becauſe he has brought ſufficient remedics ; and 
* more deſpitefully to ale them, the more he has done 
for them; as if there were no more in his ſalvation, 
al ut juſt to ſave them from hell, without any further 
(9d, whether ever they be changed and renewed by 
ſis ſpirit or no; and Chriſt muſt take them with all 
their treaſons arid rebellions, and ſave them. whether 
* they will or no, thetigh they run on quite wide of, 
and contrary to his way of ſalvation. So ill have 
ey learned Chriſt, who think no better of him that 


s tticy liſt, yea, giving doy hc uncleaneft ſinners 
flopes of ſalvation, that will but talk of their good 


works of the devil,“ 1 John iii. 8. and © gave him- 
elf for us, that he might redeem us from all mi- 
"Fuity, and W us a peculiar people to . 

M 17 lt, 
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names To much as upon our natures ; not to raiſe a 


* our Saviour in all things ;” to cure the deadly dif- 
0 and made us ready to drop! into hell; yea, to reſtore vs 


[* of him that created us, that we might be capable 


a protector of rrickedneſs, g giving men leave to live | 


ath-: when, as he was * manifeſted to deſtroy the 
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and to make us ſuch a ſanQited ſort, that he might 


. tions. which they were ſet upon; and to. make that 
- holineſs, which was our greateſt cyc-ſore, become the 


: thould be fit to reign with him. 


cipline over us, and reſign up the right even. of our- 
| ſelves to our Lord Redeemer; to be, und to do, as 
he by his word ſhall order us ; yea, and order even 


break forth into outward act. 


Indeed he gives not only hopes, but 8 : 


all believers, who repent and are converted, th: 


moeit amiable beauty in our eyes; to fave us from the 
..curſe, but not from the obedience. of the law; to 
throw down our idols, that he might be chief and 
. uppermoſt iu our ſouls, and reign over us, till we 


Though he came to eaſe us of the load of our fins, | 
Feet not to diſcharge us from all the care of our duty; 

not to call us to a lawleſs condition, but to take his 
yoke upon us, and ſubmit to his government and dif-| 


Tit. ii. 14. He died for fin, that we being * dead | 


* to it, might live unto righteouſneſs, 1 Pet. ii. 24. 


not be athamed to call us brethren, Heb. ii. I f. yea to 
- make us ſo pure in heart, that we might fee God,“ 
Matth. v. 8. to turn our hearts againſt the corrup-| - 


— 


much as our thoughts free; and bringing all deſires 
intentions, and motions, ſubject to his controul; ſo 
mak ing the. heart-adultery, and mental malice, * 3 
pride oF ſpirit, to be as much ns, even as any tha 


| 

| 
| a ? be 2 : 
| the ſecreteſt workings of our hearts, not leaving ſo 
| 

E- 

| 

! 

| 


their © ſins {hall be blotted out,” Ads iii. 19. Bu 


and (except be w raſh us, we have no part in him 


John xin.. 8. We ail not be juſtifie ed by his blood 


s Then: whatever we believe, he tells us, that * excepl 
we repent; we ſhall periſh,” Luke xiii. 3. The Sy 
| viour himfelf will not ſave us without repentance | 


I 
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1 nor glorified in his kingdom, if we be not alfo rege- 1 
„ nerated by his Spirit, and ſanctified by his grace. 
t © He is the author of. eternal ſalvation to all that 
\| © obey him,” Heb. v. 9. Ay, but inſtead of ſaving, he 
| will * deſtroy thoſe his enemies, that would not he 
„ * ſhould reign over them, Luke xiz. 27+ He is the 
+| Phyſician to heal all our diſcales ; it is true, but not 
ei we flight all his preſcriptions. Our © being in 
| © Chriſt Jeſus? ſrees us from condemnation. So we 
o are aſſured, Rom. viii. 1. But then that inbeing muſt 
a be proved by our holy walking, not after the fleſh, 
e but after the Spirit:“ for he will not ſave vs in the 
Way of our luſts, and in the way of this world, but 
s in the way that he went, and in they way of his. 
word. He has indeed provided a remedy even for 
| the workt, but they muſt come into the preſcribed 
e Way, and they mult take it in due time. There is a 
r. door of hope, and the kingdom of heaven opened to 
az all that repent and believe; but ſhall they eſcape 
| © by miquity,” that do as bad as the worſt, and yet 
reckon to be ſaved with the beſt? They that arc 
mad upon their luſts, and grown old in the: - fins; 
and ſcoff at holy perſons and duties, that talk of no- 
thing above the world, and faſhions, and fooleries, 
that ramble about after drink and meat for theirluſts, 
and ſcramble and tear ſor the world, and live, as it 
i were, in ſpite of the gofpel, do they think to make all (4 
whole, by telling of their part in Chriſt? even thoſe 
that are not fit to live among honeſt men upon earth, 
ſuch as ſhameſfully ſail in the very loweſt rank ol 
works; (and one might expect better uſage from many 
of the heathens, than ſrom ſuch Chriſtians ;) do they 
preſume thus ſtraight to grow up into a fitneſs for 
the eternal dwelling with. the holy God and his ſaints 
| | "ht in 
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in heaven ?. They that are o cloſe fiſted, they will 
give even nothiugto the po and carry as if they were | 
no ſtewards, to,dhiſpepi; out. what. they poſſeſs, but 
perfe& proprietors, to de whit what they liſt ; 
they that have no governmentaf themfelves, to con- 
quer their bratiſh. luſtings wielyteinperance, nor their 
paſſionate reſentments withbpatience; yea, that. | it 1 
throw themſelves upon the very mouth of tempta- 
tions, and are ready to- Sasch up all the baits of ſin, 
even as faſt as the tempter eaſts them before them; 
the unconverted, that yet. h dead. in their ſins; the 
unſanctified, that are ſtill ſtrangers and enemies to 
holineſs, that no more deſire to be ſaved, than the 
devils do, 1. e. only ſrom torments, and, at the high- | 
eſt, aim at nothing above pardon, and freedom from 
bell: are they in the right way to heaven? and do n 
they ſtand fair for the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt ? O. p 
how ſilly, yea, and impudent is their claim. to lim? b. 
Though they name his name,” if they «depart not I. 
from iniquity,“ what ſhall they have from him, but 
: Depart from me, ye that work, iniquity ?* How} 
Poor!:;: ſhall they come off, who expect he muſt own 
them, for calling,” Lord, Lond? when they never fi 
applied themſelves. to do his will? Matth. vii. 23. bei 
when he had only the name, but the world and luſt 
had all the ſervice, They are like to find him a 
Lord then. by his Judgments, though he could not 
| find it by their carriage. Ile will be as dreadful as: 
ever he was contemptible to. them, and make the ene- 
mies his ſootſtool, that would not be perſuaded to 
make his goſpel their rule. And acccordivg to works, 
will he pronounce the ſtanding ſentences: of judge - 
ment at the laſt day, wlien every one ſhall © receive 
& . to what be has done in the body, 2. 
Cor; 


Righteouſneſs of God. 955 | 
Cor. v. 10. and Matth. xxv. faith the Judge to ſome, | 
Xe did ſo and fo ;* therefore come ye bleſled ;? 
and to others, Ye did contrary ; therefore © depart 
ye curled.” Though heaven's bleſſedneſs (it is true) 
the moſt righteous: have not deſerved}; yet ſo we are 
taught, how the perſons muſt be qualified, for whom 
it is prepared. As indced all the promiſes in the 
law, If ye do ſo and ſo, ye ſhall be bleſſed, do not 
| ſhew thoſe works to be the cauſes of the bleſſings, 
but the qualifications of God's ſervants, for whom 
thole bleſſings are deſigned. And therefore, vs to 
the proportions, he diſtributes. them how he pleaſes, 
and not juſt as might ſeem equal in our eyes ; giving 
to them that came in at the eleventh hour, as much 
as to them that had laboured from the third, Matth. 
II. 9. that he might let them know it to be not 
purely the reward of the work, but the - free gift of 
his grace. And though none ſhall be faved for his- 
Jvorks, yet ſhall the works, be called over, and in- 
{quired after, rather than ſaith, in the judgment; and 
Fevery. one ſhall be tried according to them, becauſe 
only their good works can ſhew their real faith, and: 
intereſt in the Saviour of the world: and works 
being more public than faith, to be ſeen by all, (as 
the ſuperſtructure lies more open to beholders eyes 
than the foundation, ) the public ſentence before the 
world will therefore be paſſed thereaſter. 
| For in the viſible church, even all pretend to faith; 
but then it will be put to the trial, who indeed had ite 
And then the two grand parties of godly and ungodly. 
that divide the world, the ſeed of the woman, and that 
of the ſerpent, ſuch.as live after the fleſh. and ſuch as 
live aſter the Spirit, ſhall find a doom as different as hea- 
ven and hell, though many of them now joined 48 
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ſame articles of faith, and went, in the common tale, as nn f 
all alike, Nay ſome; that are not ſuch notorious]... 
ſinners, as every eye ſees, nor every tongue cries "EP 
thame of their.courſes, yet will not find Chriſt their] gui 

eſus, nor the Saviour of the world a Saviour tage 
them, if they be not holy and heavenly, as well ast be 
honeſt and orderly ; if they be not inwardly chang- 
| 9 ang purikied, as well as. outwardly fair and civiq g,, 
ie 

Indeed all that are elfe dually rede emed by him; 5 
will give themſelves to live holily to him. And of RS. 
all he does require holineſs, though. not perfect ta « f 
merit heaven, yet real, to prepare them for. it. Nor 
will he ſave any, but whom he ſanctifies. In goods ug 
truth, our ſanctification is a very part and beginning 9 
of his ſalvation. So that before we ſhall find our wit 
fouls in heaven, we muſt feel the workings of tha 
ſalvation in our ſouls upon earth. And before ud xx 
are numbered with his ſaints above, here we muſt hd ha 
adapted to their inheritance, and ſhew their holy +1, 
properties, as ever we hope to enjoy their-heavenlyÞ his 
privileges. Though our rightcouſneſs is no ſupple co 
ment to fill up any thing wanting in Chriſt's ſacriſ br 
Hee, yet it is the terms of our receiving its blefleq n 
benefit. And though we need not obey to the ent pu 
that he did, yet are we bound to obey, as the crea: kit 
tures of God, and the redeemed of the Lord; and mull 
walk in the way of holy duty, to his heavenly glory by 
yea, and ſtrive for 1 it, as ever we would enter, thougiſ th 
that be no meritorious cauſe of our entrance. 

No pretended affiance in Chritt Jeſus, then, will * 
avail, without the new creature. And why are wa g 
made new creatures, but that we ſhould walk in nes} g. 
nels of life ? So that every one is not ſtraight to fel. v 


carr 


us 


er 


| Righteoujne/ſs of God. 97 
np for a ſaint, who has but a good opinion of himſelf. 
For O how many do make the good profeflion of re- 
Jligion, that, like the eypreſs-trees, are only fair, but 
"fruitleſs! and yet the Saviour himfelf has doomed 
every tree that bringeth not fortir good fruit, to 
© be hewed down, and caſt into the fire.“ He never 
came to effe&t for us à juſtification ſeperate from 
ſanctification; when they are indeed no more to be 
parted, than light and heat in the ſun., But as © the 
gift of the free grace of God'1s our juſtification,“ 
Rom. iii 24. ſo this is the will of God, even our 
+ fanRification,” 1 Theſſ. iv. 3. And he that makes 
us perfe& through the comelineſs that he puts upon 
us, KEzek. xvi. 14. in giving the Lord our righteouſ- 
| neſs for an endowment «unto us, alſo puts his Spirit 
WM within us, © cauſing us to walk in his ſtatutes, that 
ewe may keep his judgments, and do them, Ezek. 
"I XXxXvi. 27. "Nor: muſt we ſeek unto him, only to 
T have the pain of our broken bones eaſed, but to have 
them right ſet, that we may uſe our legs, to walk in 
I his ways. And juſtification is not ſo needſul to re- 
& concile us to God, but ſanQtification is as needful to 
e bring us to enjoy him. The ſormer puts out the 
© burning inflammation that afflicts us, and the latter 
ad puts a ſtop to the ſpreading inſection that would 
„5500 8 1 
all' The Redeemer, indeed, makes us a way to eſcape ; 
but it is a holy way, not of ſuch a latitude, as any 
89. the looſeſt ſinners that are called Chriſtians might 
enter. No; he came not to make it wider, but to 
i make us holier ; to ſtrip us of the cumberſome luſts 
g and paſſions, that would hinder our entrance at he 
NJ pate of life. Thus then muſt we take Chriſt, if we 


i. would not miſtake him, and go without the ſaving 
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Ao few have the jewel, and our Lord queſtions, where 


will be no heaven without faith, they are loath to 
h 5 give 


98 Submiſſion to the 

benefit by him. And as the true mother was again 
dividing the child, ſo the true Chriſtians will be a 
gainſt dividing the daviour, and take him for a teach 
er, ruler, and ſanctifier, as well as a Redeemer; an 


to redeem them now from their vain and vitiou 1h 
ther 


converſation, as well as hereaſter from God's wrat 
and cverlaſting damnation ; yea, to purify, that he 
may glorify them, and bring them to live in this 
world ſo holily to him, that he may advance them 
in the next to live for ever bleſſedly with him. 
Abu, | 3 5 

2. Though we are ſaved through faith, yet it muſt 
be more than a faith in conceit that will help us te 
a heaven in earneſt. It is not only to ſhift opinions, 
and to go over to the party of another perſuaſion, 
and there reckon upon eaſe and reſt, (as at Rome, 
where bad men may. be good ſons of the charch, 
and, by profeſling to believe as the church does, en- 
tertain a confidence to be ſaved, as ſure as ever man 
was.) Such as hang all upon a bare empty faith, with- 
out the good and godly practice, do quite miſtake 
the nature of that true faith, which gives us the 
{aving intereſt in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And I con- 
feſs, that no miſtakes in religion are more rife and 
pernicious, than thoſe about faith; ſome throwing it 
ſo low, as to ſignify juſt nothing; and others ſtreteh- 
ing it ſo wide, as to ſwallow up all duty elſe. Though 


it will be found at his coming, Luke xviii. 8. yet al- 
moſt all lay claim to it, as if every breaſt were the 
cabinet to incloſe it; even the worſt men will boaſt of 
their good faith within, though they have nothing 
good without to ſhew for it. When they hear there 


give 
whie 
they 
tak i 
and 


ly a 
ſeer 
diſp 
tain 
acc 
whe 
cou. 
fait] 
thai 
as t 
at a 
the 
re 
but 
any 
Let 
tha 
oo 
out 
Tar 


do 

a P 
Wit 
tall, 
our 
tha 
ove 


tre. 


Rightoonſne/s of God. 99 
give up all their ſalvation, for want of that believing, | 
which they ecunt ſo caly a pertormance. And though / 
they cannot endure the u exereiſes of godlineſs yet | 
taking ſaith to be only the owning of God and Chriſt, | 
and a conident perſual ion that all will be well with {i 
them, thus they make it ſo light a matter, and bald- 1 
ly arrogate that to themlelves, which they think is 0 4 
ſecret, out of the world's view, that none is able to 9 
| diſprove them. Here then they ſtep behind the cur - | | 

tain, and plead what is in their hearts, fo making | 
account to hide all their evil beyond diſcovery T 
; when, alas! they do ſtill betray themſclves in tha: 

courle of their life, winch is the main trial of their 
faith: and this is more to be known by the works 
chan by the words. Let any ſay, as lone and as of: We 
] as they will, 99 N they do believe, this is no prcot Ii 
; at all: for hat does it profit, if a man ſay, that MM 
. he has faith, and has not works; can faitli fave [1 
a Hm? James il. 14. Such a faith (which is indeed 0 
. but the image and ſhadow of faith) cannot ſave him, | 
eſany more than a gilded paper-target can defend him. 4 
4 Let him ſhew me his faith vichout his works, and | 
that will put him very hard to it; for he may as 
0 ſoon ſhew me the fun without light, or the ſire with- 


— 


„out heat. And if he do thew me a ſun without light, l 
11 DL ( il 

Tam ſure it is but the picture of the ſun; and if he | 
hs * 1 i}; . 
h do ſhew me a fire without heat, L am {are it is but 


| 

11 
J a painted flame: 5 and if he talic of faith, 1 1 Ch kilt, | 4 
re [ = 4 
0 {es doing the work o! God, I am ſure it is. bu: 4 


5 alk. In this caſe, therefcr2, we are more to truſt 
| our eyes than our ears; rather to fee how men Jive, 
Athan to hear what they tay : for, let a man aſfirm 
4 over and over, that it is an exocllent good fruit- 
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to tree, and yes I fee it all withered and . 3 
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never to bear any thing worth the touching; T ean- 1 

not then contradi&t my own ſenſe and experience, to |. F 
give him credit- And ſo let a man take never ſo | 2 
much pains to make me believe, that hc 1s a believ-| t 

er, and plead me down ſtill, that he has the good| f. 

faith, when I can never ſee what it is good for, nor | f. 

find that he ſavours of holineſs, nor follows after it, Þ 
but rather diſguſts and rejects it, and oppoſes and| n 

ſcorns it; does he think thus to dample and ſtun me, 8 

in vaunting of bis ſtrong faith in God, and his good n 
belief in his Saviour? Againſt which phraſes does] g 

he conclude none muſt reply, nor dare to queſtion | b 

any ſuch pretenſions? Here I have not the faith to| w 

believe all ſuch boaſters of faith; nor am ſo to be] tc 

clubbed into ever the better opinion of ſueh, whoſe] g: 

nakedneſs I can too ealily fee through all theſe fig-| in 

leaves. Tf this be their faith, only to keep up a good be 
.conceit of themſelves, and a ſtrong preſumption, that | m 
Chriſt will fave them; nay, if this be the mighty at-] 

_Ehtevement of their faith, to get the myſtery of con-| w] 
Teience, and think to bore and ruſh into heaven in a] ſa 
way Clean contrary to what the goſpel of our Lord] of 

points out; ſuch audacious hanging upon the Saviour] pa 
of the world, to juſtify and bear them out, even in] fe] 
all the worſt they can do, who can look upon it as] th 

*the faith of our Lord? Yea, what better can it] gt 
hear, than the proud ſwelling of an unhumbled heart, | - me 

and the daring boldneſs of buch wicked and worldly | th; 

men, than whom there are not really greater infidels| 
in the world? when they can venture upon all ſin, ſay 

becauſe Chriſt has purchaſed pardon ; and after they] mi 
have trampled down their own conſcience, together] ing 
with his holy laws, put on the bold ſace, as if theyſhadſ fro 
done nothing again him ; when their believingh 
gives| 


= Righteouſneſs of God. 
gives the ſuper/edeas to godly living, their confidence 


as if they needed not care what they did, nor how 
they lived; when they have but once pinned them- 

ſelves upon Chriſt, by that which they call their 
faith, but is indeed only a rude invaſion, and vile 


profanation of the holy thing; ſuch kind of believers 


may periſh. in their fins, for all this truſting in the 
Saviour of ſinners: and the Solifidian conceit will 
never do them any ſervice, unleſs to aggravate their 


which brings ſalvation. This very faith ſhall be laid 
to their charge as their fin, and. ſuch a fin which 
gave heart and ſtrength to all their other ſins; and, 
| Inſtead of leading and keeping them to the Lord, em 
boldened them to fly from him, and to ſet his com- 
mands at dehance. 8 £ 

Indeed their challenging a part in the Saviour, 


falvation, does but betray them to be falſe uſurpers 
of that glorious privilege, in which they have no 
part or lot. And they do ſo commonly confute them- 
felves, as to ſave the faith of Chriſt from bearing 


give a likelier account how they came by it, and 
made a better uſe of it, the ſuſpicion is ſtrong againſt 
them, that there is no ſuch thing in them 
| When as tempeſts ule to ſhake the ſoul ere Chriſt 
ſays, Peace, be {till ;? and when conviction and hu-- 
miliation, preparing the ſoul for him, are ſuch work-- 
ings as all believers are well acquainted with, and 
| from the greateſt to the leaſt, have a common ſenſe: 
| e N. 2 . 60 
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is the bar to their converſion, and their faith is the 
paſſport to carry them through all the fouleſt ways, 


guilt and puniſhment, for ſo affronting the Lord that 
bought them, and perverting all the grace of God 


| when they laſh out ſo extremely wide of the way of 


the blame of their miſcarriage. Unleſs they could 
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what then, to their- credit, can we think of their | the 

| faith, who would be acalcd before wounded ; at cafe, | vi\ 
| before they have paſſed the ſtrait gate; children of | but 
of God before they have jelt any pangs of the new | the 
birth; the Lord's freemen, before they have been. ow 
under the ſpirit of bondage; faved by Chrift Je- | qu 
ſas, before they have ſound themſelves loft without. the 
him? . 
| Faith is compared to a building, Jude, ver. 20. up 
And where we are to build highs. we muſt lay the. | he 

' ſoundation low. But where there has been no deep: | thc 
humiliation, what is all the boaſted faith, but a fond 
| preſumption? Such then are only full of themſelves, | Gc 
| 


and puffed up, like bliſters or bladders, that were | a | 
never pricked at heart, to let out the impoſthume, | th: 
and bring down the proud tumour. And it is then ne 
but a ſertling on their lees, inſtead of truſting in- lot 
Chriſt ; yea, e od rather a ſtrenthening themſelves in | Tac 
their v ickedneſs and worldly holds, than growing | th 
ſtrong in the Lord: therefore they are ſo bold, be- | tr: 
cauſe all fie, and nothing of ſpirit in them to diſ- 
vwurb them in their ſins, but Jurk in.the rubbiſh of | ſui 
the old man, and fortiſy themſelves in the natural. |.tr 
laſtneſs: and ſo they have need to look in the glaſs: |th 
of the law, to ſee their ſin and curſe, before they [th 
took unto Jeſus ſor relief and comfort. The repent- | as 
ance that breaks their hearts, and brings them to an ler 
unfeigned purpoſe of turning from their ſins, muſt diſ- th 
pole them for the pardon, and the Saviour, wlüch na 
their faith is to recerve. : en 
And it is not to fancy ſorgiveneſs, and fancy hap- be 
pineſs to ourſelves, but to build on the ſure pro- . [of 
miſes of the goſpel of our Lord: for true faith 1s. be 


bred and fed by the word of God. And haſt thou, th 


Righteouſneſs of God. . 

then tlus ſaich, when the holy word that ſhould re- 
vive, and chear, and tranſport thee, doth nothing 
but confound, and gall, and ſtrike thee dead? Is that 
the ſaith of Chriſt, and not rather a fiction of thy 
own head, that never purges nor raiſes thy foul, nor 
| quickens thee to thy work, nor engages thy heart to 
the Lord? 
| A faith that is the back and bolſter to bear thee 
up, even in the worſt that thou doſt, to give thee 
| heart's caſe in thy ſins, and make thee Iy wallowing 
there, with a beaſtly pleaſure. 
| 1s it poſſible thou ſhouldſt believe in the holy 
| God, the holy Jeſus, the holy Ghoſt, and yet be fill 
a ſtranger and an enemy to holineſs ! Is it poſſible 
thou ſhouldeſt believe heaven to be the ſeat of holi- 
| nels, into which nothing unclean ſhall enter, aud yet 
love and chuſe to continue filthy full ? Thou art a 
ſad believer, then, that believeſt nothing ſo much as 
| the father of hes, and the abſurdeſt dreams and con- 
| traditions, 
Ah, Lord, how art thou provoked to thy 18 by 
I ſuch as thou haſt called to the knowledge of thy. 
- |.truth ! when the Chriſtian world ſo ſwarms with 
- | theſe locuſts, buzzing every where, in our ears, with 
the noiſe of there faith, knowing that they are gone, 
as to any evidence for them from their life, yet they 
ery, they believe in Chriſt, and hope to be ſaved by 
- Itheir faith. And thus we have (if I may call over 
names ſo repugnant) ſwearing believers, and drunk- 
en bchevers, and whoring believers, and muck-worm 
believers, and knaviſh believers, and an endleſs gang 
of ungodly believers, who will all have it, that they 
believe; and fill believe on till they he beheved 
. [themſclves out of their. wits, and out of their Muſt 
. "AN 
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104 Submiiſſion to the 


and believed themſelves into the hands of the devil, 


and the damnation of hell. The Lord deliver us 


from ſuch a ſenleleſs conceit, and wicked deluſion, 
as the fine thing called their faith, which preſumptu- 


ous ſinners are ſo proud of. 
But the right faith is a © moſt holy faith, , Jude 


20. And faith and holineſs are ſo infeparably con- 
joined together, that whoever pretends to the one 
without the other, indeed has neither, And though 
ſaith does not make us ſree from all (in, yet it will | 
give us ſuch a tenderneſs, that we ſhall never be caly | 


under it. It will make us impatient of the ſinful un- 


cleanneſs, and not ſuffer us to live and ly in the love 


and maintenance of any known wickedneſs. It is the 


© ſhield to quench. the fiery darts of the wicked,“ ſo 
that we ſhall not uſually fall by them; and whenever 
we do, we ſhall not ly by it, but be the ſoreit burden 


to ourſelves, till we have got it off; and go with a 


mighty concern, to keep and eleanſe thoſe very 


hearts, where we know the os of God pierces : for 


ſo the heart is ſaid. to be purified by faith, Acts 
XV. 19. It incorporates us with our Lord, as very 
parts of his body, endued with the ſame holy Spirit 

that is in himſelf; and ſo obliges us to conform to 
our Head, with whom we are. thus vitally one, that 
the members of Chriſt may not act as the limbs of 


Satan. Ind though our holineſs (even at beſt) can 


never juſtify, yet the faith that juſtifies, will ever] u 
make us holy. Vea, though faith alone juſtifies us, 
yet not that faith which is ſo alone, as to be ſevered] 
from all other virtues and graces. No; but if this| 
root of the matter be in us, it will ſhew its prolific | 


efficacy and fertility, in all agreeable ſruits produced. 


by us. As the ſun in the heavens enlightens, warms, | 
| | 5 and“ 
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and enlivens things on the earth; ſuch eſſects will 
the faith of Chriſt work in the foul: It is the refin- 
er's fire, and fuller's ſoap, to purge out our droſs 


and corruptions. It is the ſpring and weight to ſet 
all the moveable parts a-going; and will not let us 
reſt from ſeeking the Lord, till in him we find reſt 


to our ſouls. It is a principle of life ; for we live 
by the faith of the ſon of God, Gal. ii. 20. But a 
dead faith cannot give us life; and faith without 
works is dead,” James ii. 26. i. e. it is thus diſcerned 


to be dead ; as the carcaſe, when there is no breath, 
ſenſe, or motion in it, to ſhew any life. 

So that I cannot give thee hopes to be juſtified by 
any faith, but what is juſtified by a holy life, And 


ſill works muſt be the certificate to thy conſcience, 
as well as to the world, that thy heart may not con- 
demn thee, for pleading faith in Chriſt's merits, a- 


gainſt obedience to Chriſt's commands: for there is 
a believing the Lord's commands, as well as his pro- 
miſes, Pſal. cxix. 66. believing them to be not only 
needful and indiſpenſable, but moſt cqual and profit- 


| able ; not only that thou muſt do them, but that it 
is abſolutely beſt for thee ſo to do. And though thou 


haſt nothing but Chriſt to truſt to, yet thcu haſt a 


great deal more to do, beſides truſting in Chriſt ; a 


great deal more, which this truſting will put thee 


upon doing: for it is that principle of activity which 
| will make thee buſy, and ſhew the need that thou haſt 
to be ſo; and alſo the bleſſed eſſects of it, that thy 


labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord.“ Thus the 


ie lively faith will ſhew itſelf in the actions of life in the 


ſenſe of ſin ; hunger and thirſt aſter righteouſneſs, 


and after the favour of God; and ſuch a zeal for his 


religion and ſervice, as will make thee briſk and buſy, 
warm 
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warm and- affeQionate, about the offices of piety; 
and make thee groan under thy remaining dulneſs, | 


as thy clog and grief, 


For this faith is accompanied with a renewed na- 
ture; and then from that holy actions will flow, even 


as water {rom the fountain : fo that thou wilt revo 


rence and love thy Lord, and heartily devote thyſelf 
to ſerve his intereſts, and carefully conſult his hon- 
our, and dutifully regard his pleaſure, and delight to 


approach his preſence, and to be buſted about his 
work. For * unto them that believe, he is ſo preci- 


bus, 1 Pet. if. J. that: they ſlight and leave all for |, 


him: and therefore their faith is ſaid to be their 


victory over the world,” 1 John v. 4. ſor they will 


not ſet their hearts upon it, when they know ſo much 


better wherewith to be entertained. Worldlings 
tle reſore are unbelievers ; and they do but talk of 


faith in Chriſt, that are ſtill all upon it for this world. 


For faith is the evidence of the unſeen world, ſhew- 
ing ſuch great and glorious things above, as to cloud] 
and diſgr ace all that is here below. It is the fer- 


ment, working g upwards z ; and, as wings, carrying the 


ſoul away to converſe 3 in heaven. And the believer 


cannot find his heart ſink, and grovel, and ſettle 


here, but he 1s ſoon ſenſible of the folly and miſchief, | 
and crics and ſtruggles to be delivered and raiſed], 


from the duſt of the earth, and the mud of this world. A, 
O what believers then are they, that never. ſo mach 


as make confeſſion or moan of their worldlineſs ! but 


are rather in their element, when deepeſt ſo engaged, . 
defend and plead for it, and ſhe an angry concerns. 
to be taken off, and no good-will to the holyk..; 
exerciſes that Hae, a tendency to the heavenly]: 


count ry. 


kind, nor be bitter againſt the generation of God's 


wilt not malign any that are begotten of him; but 


fond, above all perſons elſe in the world. T hey will 


rhich is upon them. 
And, i in ſhort, if thou art unholy, thou art unbe- 


t thou muſt be ſure, that allowed fin will run thee 


ent; and though thou canſt not plead, Not guilty, 
et thou wilt not be a worker of iniquity, but ſtill 
ſpire and ſtrive to be more holy, as ons that believes 
tere is no other way to the heavenly glory. 

Wouldſt thou then give a good anſwer to fuch as 
thee a reaſon of the faith and hope? that thou 


18 ſt in thy Saviour ? thou muſt give thy conſent to 
AE ruled, as well as ſaved, by him; and make appear 
11 bw much indeed thou canſt truſt him, by: venturinz 


by ſoul, and all thy eternal concerns, in the way 


puts thee upon, nor fancyingauy other to be bet- 
'tr, not ſeparating faith ſrom holineſs; leſt thou ſepa- 


BY yſelf-into it, when thou doſt not, by patient con- 

ny nuance in well doing, ſeek for it;“ for fo mayſt 

ou periſh. in thy fins, for all thy reliance on thy. 
© 


\ , : 
nd Saviour 
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And when faith and love of the ſaints are made 
twins, Col. i. 4. how can the believer be a perſecu- 
tor ? and what part is he of the body, that can tear 
[and worry any member? No man can * hate his own 
fleth ;? and no faithful ſoul can prey upon its ovn 
. No; if thou love him that begat, tbou 
to ſuch thou wilt incline, and of ſuch thou wilt be, | 


e dear to thee, for that ney: image of thy I ather, 
eving: for thou canſt not believe the word of Chriſt, 


pon the damnation of hell: and therefore, where | 
hou canſt not be innocent, yet thou wilt be peni - 


at he bids thee take; never miſdoybting the courſe 


te thy ſoul from heaven, nor tiänking to believe 
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Saviour, when it is on other terms thau he has Taid 


down; and thou ſeemeſt confident of thy ſalvation, 


in the very way of damnation. 
But though thou muſt truſt in him, ſs as to ex- 


clude every thing elſe for a Saviour, yet not fo as | 
to exclude thy diligence to work out thy ſalvation. 
And though thou muſt not ſet any inherent holineſs | 
in Chriti's ſtead, to truſt to it; yet muſt thou never |. 


throw it ſo low, as to viliſy and-grow careleſs of it, 


nor be a deſpiſer of good works; however thou art | 


not to depend upon them as the ſaviours of thy ſoul, 
thou muſt notwithſtanding have them to ſhew for thy 
intereſt in the Saviour, to ſhew, that thou art * found= 


© ed upon the rock,” Matth. vii. 25. and that thou | 


haſt © laid up the good foundation againſt the time 


to come, 1 Tim. vi. 19. i. e. to ſhew, that thou art“ 
one of thoſe to whom the promiſe of eternal life is 
made, one that by the grace of God art brought in 


the way to it, and ſt andeſt fair and ſure ſor it. 


To ſum up then what has been ſaid: As the Son 
of God came not into the world, to make him friends 
with fin and wickedneſs, but to plant the ſaith that] 
fhould be fruitful in works of righteouſneſs and holi- 
neſs; ſo, wher?-ever there is true holineſs, | it ſprings] 
ſrom fait! Fach if it be true ſaith, it will alſo bring 
forth hoiine'ls of life. And then for ſuch as abandon| 
themſelves over to ungodly courſes, no matter in 


deed whether they believe one way or another; fo 
it is not any believing will be their ſecurity, whe 
perfiſt in wicked living. 


I t were well then, if our aceuſers were no mori 
againſt the imputed, than * are againſt the inherent} 


righteouſneſs. O may we © put them to ſilence,” in 
the Apoſtle's Propaſed way, 1 Pet. ji. 15. not b 


proj 
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man {o to continue. No; it is ſo far from defending 


3s to Patronize and hearten them on in their evil 


muſt have recourſe to him, and rely upon him, if we 
would have his righteouſneſs to be our own ; lo muſt 
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__ ouſnets. 


| their duty; for if all be done for them, why may not. 


; ' church, will they not hear the church? (Serm. of 


F ICI Ono. wer 


Reghteouſneſs of God. 109 
profeſſing ſairer, or talking faſter, but by doing bet- 
ter. Though the leripture is expreſs, that God 

juſtiſies the i Rom. iv. 5. (tor that he juſli- 
fies none but the godly, I never read in his word ;) 
yet our doCtrine does not embolden any ungodly 


him in his impiety, that it cuts off all his hopes, if 
he depart not from iniquity. 


For men, indeed to juſtiſy the wicked, " bbs Vo Ads 


ways. But when God juſtifies the ungodly, a change 
always follows to righteoutnels and true holineſs. 
And it mult be ſincere righteouſneſs fulfilled by us, 
that will give us encouragement to plead Chrift's 
perfect righteoulnels- fulfilled ; in us. As by faith we 


we ſollow him in the righteous ways he has track- 
ed us out, if we would have the comfortable evi- 
dence, that we are righteous through his righte- 


And if fil the clamour go on, that we gratiſy the 
lazy, who are glad to {lip the yoke, and throw off 


they. ſit Pill, and take their eaſe? and how can we 
preſs them to any good works, when we mat, that 
tliey are all inſufficient to their juſtification ?. 

Let me aſk ſuch queſtioners, Is there no preach- 
ing up the neceſlity of good works, unleſs we prove. 
them to be the ſinnerꝰs plea. for juſtification in the 


fight of God? And if they be any who belong to this 


Pals) „We ſhut not out other good works, to be 


joined wa faith ; but we ſhut them out from the 
Q 2: „% ee 
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** office of juſtifying: ſo that, though they be all pre- 12 
* ſent together in him that 1s * yet they ju“ 
< ſtify not all together.” E 
And may not we diſclaim their merit, and at thq a. 
fame time keep up their practice ? Nay, what if, aff de 
ter all the cry, we better ſecure them, than they” 
that build their juſtification upon them? For holding a 
jaſtification and ſanctification to be inſeparable, wd m 
do never renounce, but ſtill ſuppoſe them, and nil IS hi 
make them the conſequents, though never the fore,“ 
runners of faith and grace. Though we are not foy © 
cxalting them above their due place, yet we would it 
not ſhut them out of doors. Though we cannot b 
pride it in the polluted ſtuff, yet we would not gd e 
naked. Though we dare not give them the honouq 1 
of working our juſtification, yet we conſtantly afhrm| * 
that they flow from it, even as light from the ſun] e 
and though ſometimes they are weak and clouded| t. 
as the ſun-light 1s, and do not perpetually {ſhine forth 
with a mention luſtre; yet there is the principle v 
and fountain of them; and the ſeed of God, laid ij © 
_ the believing ſoul, to raiſe and maintain them: yea) f. 
_ even in a cloudy iky, we can tell, that the ſun is ri} a 
en; and it cannot be vp, but there will be Tome fignf h 
of day! to no juſtification in God's ſight, but ther} © 
will be ſome holy change in our ſight ; as eyes oper] t 
ed, heart ſoftened, prejudices conguered: afſection} t 
| | pts BY courſe turned, and the whole man bettereq .. 
not to be leſs careful of his duty, but more concert} ſ 
ed than ever: for it, ſeeing the grace of the goſpq b 
C 


2 


takes not away the obligation of the law, nor does jus 
tification give leave to commit any ſin, theugh it gi 
Pardon for all fins committed. And it was a goo t 

laying of a great reformer, Libertas in 0 2 nulla 
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innocentiæ fecit mpuriam. ** Our liberty in Chriſt does 


ſtill *the tree is to be known by its fruits ;? and they 
are not his ſheep that do not follow him. The free- 


and the dread of wrath, that we may more readily 
and ingenuouſly ſerve him, as a people delivered and 
made willing by him. And ſuch a relaxation is the 
\ ſtrongeſt obligation, Pſal. exxx. 4. There is for- 


 ©feared ;” even with ſuch a child-like fear of offend- 
ing, as is not only conſiſtent with the deareſt love, 
| but naturally flows from it. And thus even believ- 
ers paſs the time of their ſojourning here in fear, 


q we were © encmies, to be reconciled unto God by the 


and overcome the heart, and beget a dear love to 
him, that fo firſt loved us! And then what ſo ſtudi- 
ous as love to be thankful? and to expreſs the 
thankfulneſs in all pleaſingneſs, ſtriving and loving 


| ſor ever with ſuch kindneſs ;_ and then take heart, 
9 becauſe they are in ſuch hands, and never think they 


chen that joy of the Lord is their ſtrength.“ No- 
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* not diminiſh any thing of our duty to him.” For 


dom which he brings is from the bondage of fin, 
© giveneſs with thee, O Lord, that thou mayſt be 


1 Pet. i. 17. looking diligently, leſt any man fail. or 
* of the grace of God,* Heb. xii. 15. And the more 
cautiouſly ſhall all, by ſuch, be carried, the more 
they perceive how they have been favoured. 

To be looked upon in our blood, and even when 


© death of his Son, Rom. v. 16. O what like the 
ſenſe of this mighty undeſerved love, to melt down 


to be like our generous lover, and bleſſed provider? 
This is the ingenuity of God's children, to be won 


can do enough for the God ſo unſpeakably good. 
The ſenſe of his love filts their hearts with joy; and 


thing 
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thing in the world fo animates and heartens them on 
in tlie way of their duty. 

And though ſtrangers to the life of love would ſi 
for ever, if they durit for the fear of hell; and could tio 
ungodly wretches be but ſure of pardon, alas! wha md 
Would they do ſor the ove of God, but be nine Ag: 


a a dread bur remov ed out of their May? ye 
faithful fouls fly from fin for the love of their deal 
Lord; and aik with a holy indignation, as Rom. vi erf 
* « Shall we continue m fin, chat grace may af 
© bound ?* Shall bchevers make no confcience o 
obedience to God's commands, becaale their obedif 
ence cannot juſtify them in God's ſight ? Or (hall they 
grow upon the God of all grace, and venture to did the 
their worſt, becauſe all is made ſure on their fue} 
The Apoſtle argues rather from their ſure obſigna 
tion to their more cantious converſation, Kph. 1v 
33. © Grieve not the. holy Spirit of Cod, whereby y 
* are ſealed to the day of redemption,” And. ne beſ la. 
* ſeeches them only by tbe. mercies of G1d,? to de: 
vote themſelves to his ſervice, Rom. xii. 1. for in{*" 
deed how could he ever diviſe a more forcible argu 
ment? Exhorting to a. holy walking with God, hat 
does not eat his former words, nor e e doctrine he 
he had taught of juſtification by * faith - without 
works,“ as a looſe and dangerous doctrine. No; hin 
argues indeed from more. {weet, but never the leſſ ue 
cogent topics ; ſuch as, the diſingenuity, the ingrati of 
tude, the provocation, to fin againſt light and powers an 

and all the moſt gracious engagements to do better 
the painſulneſs and madneſs ſo to grate upon the ſou the 
and wound the conſcience and create a hell in it. And? 


they are novices in the buſineſs of regeneration, tha b 
dd 
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do not know it produccs the new creature and 
what a contradiction it is then to his very conſtitu- 
114 tion, the ly wallowing in fin ä uv hen he has ſhaped and 


Lappeul to every heart that has been warmed with 

all the love of God, if there be in the world a more pow- 

Jerſul diſſuaſive ſrom fin, than the loving-kindneis of 
the Lord in forgrving our fins ; if there be any cords 

ſtronger than thoſe of love to bind us to our duty; 

and if any force more prevalent than that, 2 Cor. 

eV. I4. when © the love of Chriſt conſtrameth us.“ No; 

ad the child of God would ſet himſelf againſt fin, though 

there were no heaven or hell: for God makes it irk- 
ſome, and holineſs delightful, to the juſtified ſoul. 
He that lives on the region of love, and ſecs the love 
of Chriſt blotting. out all the bitter things which the 
law writes againſt him, is more animated, as well as 
elmo obliged, to hve to the reliever of his miſery : 
and htl does more to conquer his corruptions, than 
4411 che moſt elaborate of legal duties ever could do: 
it wings and enſpirits Ins ſervices, to know in whom 
ind he believes, and with whom he has to do; the ſweet 
dul Saviour, the tender Father, that exacts not our fail- 
I ings, but compaſſionates our infirmities ; and expects | 
ell not perſection of obedience from us, but approbation 
1 of that holy law, which we can no better fulfil, and 
ex[ 22 earneſt deſire and endeavour ſtill to proceed fur- 
ther, and do better: and then he cheerfully enters 
ll the yoke of Chriſt, as that of wedlock, and draws 
Fa in it, not as compelled to It, but in love with it. 

hal Now, how uncaſy ſoever it is to move for dread 
Fi of the laſh, vet what more deliglitſul than to obey 
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him, that ſo ſpares us, that has abounded with ſuch 
riches of grace towards us, and that is ſtill ſurpri- 
ſiag us with loving kindneſs afreſh ? Though faith 


is a riddle to the natural man, and holineſs but a 


correction-houſe to the unſauctified ſinner, the be- 
liever is ſwayed with the power of the one, and ra- 
vithed with the ſweetneſs of the other. And he that 
has known the ſorrow of his old diſtemper, will be 
proud of the cure which grace has wrought, and 
ever wary to preſerve the health recovered. Andif 


Gentiles, in the tate. of nature, much more the re- 
generate, in the ſtate of grace, are a law to them 


© felves.? Their own new nature, and the divine 
image drawn upon them, as a ſtanding rule to them. 
And they thar have the internal reliſli of heavenly 
ſweets, and the very life of God derived to them, 
will be infinitely choice and tender thereof, and ſhrink 
back, with the utmoſt antipathy, from all that aſſaults 
and ſpoils the portraiture of God, and the antepaſt 


of glory in the foul. And even when they are ſafe 


in the hands of their Saviour, yet they will tremble 
at the ſins that drew his blood, 


Thus the doctrine of free grace, and juſtification. IF 


by faith, (that ſoft pillow under the weary diſconſo- 


late foul,) which, like other ſweet and good things, 


1s liable to ſuch foul abuſes, yet works in all regene— 


rated perſons to holy purpoſes. And the ſame. 


grace that juſtifies them, alſo preſerves them from 
that diabolical ſophiitry, to argue from divine mercy 


to carnal liberty. Thus ſaith our church, Art 17. 


The godly conſideration of predeſtination, and our 


election in Chriſt, as it is full of ſweet, pleaſant, 


and unſpeakable comfort to godly perions, fo does 
wo r vent kindle their love towards God.” And 
however 


5 


tisfaction and pleaſure it gives in well. doing, as the 


| Chriſt! Jeſus, does not lead us to. So teaches our 
church, (Serm. of Rep.) A part of repentance is 
« faith, whereby we do apprehend and take hold on 


up to us, with the death and blood-ſhedding of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and they that teach repentance 
“without faith in Chriſt, and a perſuaſion, that 
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however ſorward are ſome to damn believers to hell, 
for the very perſuaſion and confidence, upon which, 
themſelves do know, 1s built all their love of God, 
and living to him; I can never admire any of thoſe 
fruits, that are not of the goſpel- Planta. ion, and that 
have not Chriſt * dwelling by faith in the _— for 
the root that bears them. 

All that know © the grace of God in truth,” cannot 
but know, what a holy thing it is, and how It opera- 
tes in the foul to all the belt effects; yea, what a ſa- 


diſcovery of our unfeigned believing ; and ſo makes 
the good works more reſreſhing to ourſelves, than 
ever they can be to the bowels of any others, that 
fare the better for us. Nay, even godly ſorrow, 
which works the repentance without which we ſhall 
periſh, flows from this ſame fountain of faith. And 
there cannot be the true evanzelical repentance, 
which the believing of God's goodneſs, and love in 


& the promiſes of God, touching the free pardon and 
« forgiveneſs of our fins: ; which promiſes are ſealed 


« God, for his fake, will forgive us all our fins, teach 
« but the repentance of Cain and Judas.“ 
Where is the wrong then done to holineſs and 
good life by this doctrine of ſaith, but that i gives 
a better ſecurity to the believers piety and integrity, 
to preſerve them from apoſtaſy, and to *keep them 
by the power of God, through faith, to ſalvation! p 
P at: 
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and alſo thatit makes all that is holy, juſt, and good 
in them more voluntary and filial, and better becom- 
ing the Lord's ſreeman, and the dear children of our 
heavenly Father? 
'Þ nercfore, though we would never take off from 
the neceſſity of perſonal righteouſneſs, nor offer to 
relax the obligation to holy converſation ; yet we 
would have a root to bear the fruits; for elſe we | 
know there can be none, but painted or rotten fruits, 
which, however they may pleaſe a moral heathen, 
yet will they not pleaſe a holy God, who is pleaſed 
only in his beloved Son, and pleaſed with none but 
fach as are 1n him. We would not then have faith 
baniſhed, leſt all the good fo. much contended for, 
ſhould go oft with it: for what good fruits, without 
an implantation in Chriſt Jeſus ; if we will hearken 
to him, John xv. 4. As the branch cannot bear 
© {ruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine, no more 
can ve, except ye abide in me.“ Can perſons have 
lawful clujdren before they are married? And what 
high thoughts can we-conceive of their piety, who] « 
make but 2 jel of. this ſpiritual matrimony, and ſuch| j 
an union with the heavenly Bridegroom ? Sure be 0 
works truly good, and a life right godly, are not]. 
A1uch a baſtard-brood, but. more legitimate off- 
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It 'is not to ſay, then, if I were completely holy, 
then I would mike bold to beheve, but thou muſt 
believe, that thou mayeſt get matters amended, and] { 
be made holier and better, and firſt be graffed into] v 
Ahy Saviour, that thou mayſt bear the fruits, to glo-| 1 
rify thy heavenlv Father. And ſuch as go another c 
way to work, they are © ignorant of God's righteouf, t 
neſs, and the *w ay of peace they have not known. ] 


Let 
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Let holy life then be ever owned as the conſequent 
of holy faith, and let every one that nameth the 
name of Chriſt depart from iniquity.” Burt let them 
know withal, that by his grace it is to be done; and 
acknowledge with our Apoſtle, Gal, it. 20. * 1 live 
* yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the life 
which I now live, is by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me:“ for he is 
our life, and the eternal fountain of all holineſs: fo 
that if any man be in him, he is a new creature,” 
2 Cor. v. 17. otherwiſe he is but a vain pretender. 
Thus I have ſhewed an abſolute neceſfiiy of the 
righteouſneſs inherent, that r1ghteouſneſs which is 
called our own. But yet, after all, there is no nc- 
ceflity of truſting in it, or building all our ſalvation 
upon it. Take heed of going about fo to eſtablitk - 
Rt.” But, 
3. Submit to the righteouſneſs of God, as ever 
you would enjoy peace with God. 
This advice now is to ſuch as labour in the works 
of righteouſneſs, and give themſelves daily to the 
praQtice of holy duties, and are © followers of God as 


dear children,“ in the ways of a ſerious religion, 
both diligently © keeping their hearts,“ and conſcien- 


riouſly © ordering their converſation.” The relief and 
comfort here to be adminiitered, ſuch as theſe do 
need, and to ſuch it does belong. And vo to us, 
Cif we preach not the goſpel,” this truly goſpel-mel- 
ſage, and glad-tidings, to them; that Chriſt the Lord 
will eſpouſe their cauſe, and give them reſt, and take 
their faults upon himiclf, and make them © the righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him.“ This is the very marrow of 
the goſpel, which makes all the redeemed of the 
Lord heartily to bleſs __ for the redemption at 
| 2 tlic 
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the world by his Son Jeſys Chrift, and praiſe and | © 
magnify him for ever. C 
And notwithſtanding this faith in Chriſt, and his | a 
righteouſneſs imputed, has been fiercely aſlaulted by | * 
all the forces that Satan and his inſtruments, the | Cc 
ſons of pride, could muſter up againſt it and never || 3: 
(it may be) with more bitterneſs than of late: yet, | V 
if we are wiſe for our ſouls, we will ſooner part with | © 
our lives, and all that is deareſt to us in the world, | C 
than ever let it go; when as all the world cannot | © 
fave them that receive not the only Saviour of the | 11 
world, offered to them: and how is he received, but | #: 
by faith? John i. 12. To as many as received him, | Þ 
to them give he power to become the ſons of God, 
even to thein that believe on his name.“ We are 
made the righteouſneſs of God, in him,” even as he 
was © made ſin for us, 2 Cor. v. 21. And how was 
that bat by impatation ? What the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the fleflt, (or un- 
able to juſtify us, through the obſtacle on our ſide,) 
it is fulfilled in us, by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt im. 
puted to ns, whereof we are to give teſtimony, by 
our walking, *not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit 
Rom. viii. 3, 4. though it is not in our ſervices, bu 
in our Saviour, that we are complete; and we ſhall 
de ſentenced by the ſincerity of our hearts, and not | 
by the perfection of our works, when found in him, 
who will anſwer for the imperſection of all his. 
But, after all the bragging of works, alas ! what 
are all the beſt works good for before juſtification ? 
if our church ſhall be heard, Art. 13. Works 
done before the grace of Chriſt, and "the inſpira- 
« tion of his Spirit, are not acceptable and pleaſant 
0 God ; for as woch as they ſpring not from 
| 8 lach 
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care, and in better capacity, to live godly. Chriſt's 
faithful people are made a willing people, by his law 


of ſtone; to make the ſlave of Satan a member of 


faith: all this is the mighty work of God, in the re- 
novation of a ſinner. And to the faithful it is 
given of him to believe in the name of his Son,? 
Phil. i. 29. But before men can go, they muſt have 


| blowing at a dead coal, and a vain firuggle, to think 


Lord their righteouſneſs where they ſhall be no 


37. And this now is the way of peace, the only 
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5 faith in Chriſt, but have even the nature of ſin.” 
O! how can dead men do the works of the living? 
and who expects to gather grapes of thorns, or figs 
* of thiſtles?? It is aſter faith, that men are in more 


written in their hearts. And to mollify the heart 


Chriſt; to turn dung-hills into beds of ſpices ; heaps 
of rubbiſh into temples of the holy Ghoſt ; wolves 
into theep; and perſecutors into preachers of the 


liſe end legs. And till quickened together with 


Chriſt, and created in him to good works,“ it is but 


of doing all ourſelves, when, alas! *without him we 
can do nothing.“ Even the godlieſt men are ſo hum- 
bled and broken in the ſenſe of their defects, that upon 
this account they are the greateſt burden to them 
ſelves ; yea, ſo loath themſelves for their fins, that 
they are for getting as far as they can out of them- 
ſelves, and for fetting up under the ſhadow of the 


more bold than welcome; for he that redeemed 
them, will kindly receive them. He bids them come 
to him, and promiſes, that ſo coming, he * will not 
© caſt them from him, Matth. xi. 28. and John vi. 


way of true peace, Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by 
« faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt? | 8 | 
Here 


lo 04 5000 + . 
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Here is the childrens meat, belonging to all the | m 
houſehold of faith. Aud ſuch muſt not be hindered | w! 
of their portion in due feaſon, becauſe the dogs will | pz 
be ſnatching at it. The flower is not therefore to | A 
| be grubbed and ſuppreſſed for {hewing its head, be- | ft: 
| caule ſome ſpiders may ſuck poiſon out of it. And tt 
muſt we bury ſome of the word ot God in filence, | w 
becauſe ill men may-wreſt it to their ruin? Mult | J 
© their lies make men hold their peace!“ as Zophar.|-n 
aiked, Job x4. 3, muſt we. not declare the whole |. C 
© countel of God,“ if any part of it be in danger to | tl 
| be miſunderitood? No; the ſun, that tans, and blacks |. t« 
| ens and hardens ſome. things, is needful to illumi- | a 
| nate, warm, mollfy, beautify, ſweeten, meliorate, andi] le 
perſect others. And ſuch various eſfects has the | a 
opening of the © 5un of righteouſneſs,” according to | 1; 
the different condition of the. recipients. But what o 
| ſome make milchievous: to themielves, yet it cannot, 
| without wrong and damage, be with-held from others : 
let thoſe make never ſo bad uſe of it, theſe can never 
| do well without it. | 
| The free grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus is the only 
| ark for a tofled ſoul. to reſt in. But to ſeek. reſt in 
our own performances, is like a man's ſtruggling in 
waves, to keep on the water-top, which by art or | 
might, for a little while, peradventure, he may do: 
but needs muſt he ſink, when he bas ſpent all his 
| ſtrength ; and cannot ly long on the ſurface, without 
| a ſupport, or tome veſſel to carry him away to the 
deſired haven. To rely on him that has ſatisfied the 
law, which condemns us, and bore: the curſe, which 
elſe muſt have fallen upon us; this may, indeed, res | 
heve and eaſe us. But no reſt ſor ſinners any where 
out of Chriſt to be found, either in themſelves, or | } 
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m all the world. Only his merits and ſatisfadion, 
which content the juſtice of heaven for our ſins, can 
pacify conſcience, and ſettle our diſquieted ſouls. 
And the ſoul that embarks not in this bottom, will 


full be fluctuacting, and find nothing but ſad ſruſtra- 


tion. Till we come to take up here, O where ſhall 
we find any place to lay our heads, or ſix our feet? 
To rifle our own garden, ſor the fruit that grows 


no where but in paradiſe; to think of living out of 
Chriſt, on the ſtock of our own ſufficieney; to bring 


that to the Lord, which we ſhould fetch from him; 


to bear the burden, which we ſhould caſt upon him, 


and go forth in. our own flrength, when we ſhould 


[| lean on the Lord our {ſtrength and our Redeemer 1 


all theſe are baffling attempts, which will leave us to 
ly down in darknels and ſorrow. When we know 
ourlclves to be worthy of all hatred, O how can we 


| ever be fatisfied, till we believe ourſelves © accepted 
ein the Beloved ? What elſe can drive from our 


conſcience, the dread which drives us from our God ? 
When we go conſcious, that he ſees and loaths our 
filthineſs, and no work we can do, but is ſtained with 


the corruption in us; or, do we never fo well at 


preſent, yet the remembrance of former fins recoil- 


ing upon us, will ſpoil, not only all the merit of it, 


but all the hope built upon it. Here, to cover our 
nakedneſs with fig- leaves, rather betrays our folly, 
than hides our ſhame. For the rags of depraved 


| nature, however fringed and coloured. with all arti- 
ficial accompliſhments, and moral performances, 


they can never give boldneſs and aſſurance to any 
that know themſelves, till they are found in Chriſt 
Jeſus, the true King of righteouſneſs, and King of 


peace, the great plenipotentiary of heaven, ſent not 


only 
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only to treat with us, but, by his merits, to effe& 


the bleſſed peace for us. 

O which of all the moraliſts can dire& a conſcious 
ſinner to peace with the juſt and holy God! who 
can cry to him, Abba, Father,” till they have ſome 
ſenſe of their adoption in the Son of his love? Still 


we ſhall be diflident of audience and acceptance, if 


ye go in any other name or recommendation: we 


| ſhall go to him, then, not as children te their father, | 


but as malefaQors to their judge and avenger. And 
nothing but our truſt in the mercies of our God, 
through the merits of ourSaviour,can ſend us (as the 


heirs of glory) with *© boldneſs* to the throne of 
Without this no awakened conſcience was | 


ever well ſettled, no faithful ſoul built up and cſtabliſh- 


ace. 


ed. If we gather our ſuture bliſs only from our pre- 
fent works, no wonder that our hope is ſtill ready to 
give up the ghoſt. So little of heaven is to be ſeen 
in ſuch muddy waters. And if none but the worthy 
ſhould be ſaved, ah, Lord? who then ſhould be ſaved ? 

Though love is the fulfilling of the law ;* true, 
yet when that law obliges us to love the Lord our 


„God, with all our hearts, and mind, and ſoul, and 


might,” and we cannot but be conſcious how defective 


and ſhort herein we have been, and ſtill are; it will 
rather terrify than juſtify us, and give us more ſmart 
than comfort ; and, inſtead of building us up in the | 


faith, it will demoliſh and batter re our hopes. 


For 0 what comfortable expectation can we build 


upon that holy, perfect law of God which only dif 
covers our nakedneſs, and upbraids our imperfection, 


when we carry 1n us ſtill ſo much matter of our own 
indictment and condemnation! And © who can ſay, 


© I have made my heart clean? I am pure from my 
fin ?? 
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Prov. xx. g. even the ſaying it would but add to the ; 
lin. Yea, when the very faireſt of our works, that | 
look molt likely to juſtify us, yet need to be pardon- | 
ed themſelves ; and nothing that we can do, but ſtill [ 
tells us, how much we want the Saviour to help us 
IL] out. When we hear then the promiſes of God to 
reward good works,'O what works of ours can we 
ever think worthy of reward, if his own mercy in 
» | Chriſt do not firſt cover that in them which makes 
4 | them worthy of puniſhment? ee 
The conſcioufneſs of our integrity (we know) is 
called the brazen wall, to ſet us ſafe, and to make us 
| endaunted: and, indeed, great is the ſecurity and the 
confidence ariling irom ſincerity and uprightneſs, as 
it is an indication and ſeal of our faith unfeigned, 
and of our real intereſt in the holy Saviour. But 
9 | will it not argue rather a ſorchead, than a wall of 
n | braſs, to think of immuring and fortifying ourſelves 
fo in, our own righteouſneſs and goodneſs, that the 
? | Redeemer ſhall ſeem of ſmall uſe or ſignificance to 
„aus, and the dependence on his merits, fit only for 
r | ſome elſe that are not ſo well provided? 
d In good truth, even the beſt of men have the 
© | pooreſt thoughts of their own performances, and the 
Il | leaſt expeQation from them. The greater progreſs 
'T | they make, the more defects ſtill they eſpy, and come 
Ce | to know themſelves better, than to truſt in any the 
8. | beſt of their own doings : as was well obſerved by 
d Cardinal Contarenus ; though an adverſary, yet his 
— | teſtimony has not the leſs, but the more validity, as 
„ | coming from one of the company of merit- mongers. 
n | Experimento videmus, (faith he,) vircs ſanctos, gut 
„quanto magis ſanctitate proficiunt, &e. © We lee, by 
„experience, bat holy men, the more ſanctified they 
| «© grow 


- 
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N grow, and the further they proceed 1 m holy ways, 


„they have ſtill the meaner opinion of themiclves, 
and find the more need of a Saviour, and of his 
e righteouſneſs imputed ; and fo give. up chemſelves 


< to rely on Chriſt alone. Now, this is not, becauſe 
“growing holicr, they lee leſs than they did before, 


or become more vile and abject than they were; 
for the more holy they are, the more quick-ſizhted 
* alſo, and the more noble⸗ ſpirited: but as they 
grow more ſearching, the more do they apprehend 
e the {lendernets of their own inherent righteouſ- 
<< neſs, and diſeern the more ſpots to offend their en- 
„ lightened eyes, and find that there is no leaning to 
their own virtue and goodneſs, but that they muſt 


&« of necefiity betake themſelves unto Chriſt Jeſus, | 
and reſt upon his grace and merits imputed to 


-« them.” _ 

Thus the pureſt in heart uſe to be the pooreſt in 
ſpirit. And as the ſpirit of the humble and of the 
contrite-ones moſt needs to be revived, ſo the blood 
ol Chriſt eaſes the oppreſſed mind, when nothing elſe 
in the world can. Faith ſends us to our Lord Jeſus; ; 
and the belief of his Deity and all- ſufficieney gives 
us the ſureſt hope, and the fweeteſt conſolation. Nor 


no doubt then of a full atonement and propitiation 


made for our fins, when he was no lefs than God 
that made it. 

To think of God's holineſs, and our own ſinfulneſs, 
.zhat is enough to ſtrike down even the exattelt liver, 
if he have nothing without himielf for his ſupport. 
But the curſe of the law, to believers on Jeſus, is a 
-a hand-writing taken out of the w ay, a bond cancel- 
led, and nailed to the eroſs of Chriſt: for what he 
did as a Iurety, Heb. vii. 22. to blot out the chiro- 
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 graphum, that obligation which was againſt them, 


Col. 11. 14. that they are interpreted to have done 


themiclves, as debtors, ſecing debtor and ſurety are, 


in the fenſe of the law, but one and the ſame perſon. 
And coniidering him as the head, and ourſelves as 
his members, it will not only appear more plain to 
our underſtanding, but come home more cloſe to cur 
conſolation, that God dealt with him as a finner, . 
for our ſins taken upon him, and deals with us as 
righteous, for his righteouſneis made over to us. 
And thus only do we come to be on cven-board with 
heaven, and to © joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, by whom we have received the atonement,? 
Rom. v. 11. ſeeing he has ſo loved us,” as to waſh 
us from our ſins, even in his own blood,” Rev. i. 5. 
And this faith in Chriſt, and depending only upon 


his ſatisfaction for our ſalvation, ſome that ſcorn it 
as their meal by day, may yet be glad to come to it 


as their ſupper at night. The death-bed may bring 


them to Bellarmine's Tutzſſiumum et. —“ It is the fef- 


« eſt courſe to truſt only to God's mercy,” which 
muſt be through the bleſſed Mediator, becauſe out of 


him God does not extend ſaving mercy to any miſer- 


able ſinner. Such another ſong at that time may 


| they fing, than they were wont to be heard in. And 


the worſt that J wiſh them is, that they * may find 
* mercy from the Lord in that day; even for his 
ſake, whom now they ſeem to apprehend fo little 
need of. But, at preſent, I cannot think they are in 
any good way for it. And O how juſt were it with 
God, at laſt to bar up that refuge againſt them, out 
of which they now ſo ſtudiouſly ſhut themſelves, and 
then to deſpiſe their ſouls, as they now caſt their 
contempt upon his Son, and ſtrive to tear up the 
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very ſoundation of all Chriſtian hope and conſolation, 
even that faith in the bleſſed Jeſus, and that ſted ſaſt 
reliance on his merits and righteouſneſs, which alone 
will give relief and comfortable expectation in our 
cloſeſt approximations to the holy God, in our ſur- 
priſals with the moſt ſtartling events, in the depth 
of our ſoreſt preſſures, and in our moſt ſerious pre- 
parations for the dying hour, and the eternal world. 
to come ! 


But bleſſed be the © God of hope, that fils us with 


joy and peace in believing,” Rom. xv. 13. that very | 
believing which they make the ſubjeR of their mocks | 


ing. And when every refuge elſe ſhall ſail, and no- 
thing beſides, in ourſelves or in all the world, will be 
Found fit to place confidence in, this will be a retreat, 

 whither the faithful may fly, and where they may be 
ſafe. Though men revile, and, like the unconverted 
Saul, Acts xxii. 9. beat thoſe that believe on the 
name of ſeſus;? though Satan accuſe, and conſcience 
recoil, and the law condemn ; yet rooted and built. 
up in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, Chriſtian, thou ſhalt be 


* ſtabliſhed in the faith, abounding therein with 
* thankſgiving, Col. ii. 7. For though thou haſt 


ſinned, thy Redeemer haſt ſatisfied ; and God has. 
promiſed, that whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall. 
© receive remiflion of ſins, Acts x. 43. Thereſore, 


Laith the Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 16. Even we have believ- 


* ed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by the 
faith of Chriſt? And when it is God that juſtifieth, 
who is he that condemneth ? Rom. viii. 33, 34. If 


men do, no matter; for thou art not to-ſtand or fall 
at their ſentenee. And if the Lord blefs though 


they curſe, it thall do thee no hurt, nor deprive thee 
in the leaſt of his blefiing: but, being ſorgiven, and 
jail fied 
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juſtified, then thou art bleſſed, and mayſt not only 


be at reſt, and well ſatisfied, but having * acceis by 
© faith into this grace wherein thou ftandett, may eit 


| © rejoice in hope of the glory of God,“ Rom. v. 2. 


And if thou wilt believe, thou ſhalt fee the glory 
of God,“ John xi. 40. In quietneis and confidence 
* then ſhall be thy ſtrength,” If. xxx. 15. This faith 


| will make thee more * {trong in the Lord, and bold 


in thy God,” than all the forces thou canſt ever 
raiſe from thy own works: for if thou build there, 


alas! it is but upon the ſands and the floods, and 
ſtill thou wilt be a ſtranger to peace and reſt. After 


thou haſt done all that ever thou canſt, yet wilt thou 
find ſo much fault and imperſe dion in ut, that, like 
many others who do beſt, thou wilt be moſt unlatis- 
hed with thy own doings : fo that I cannot think the: 
* quietneſs and aſſurance for ever,” If. xxxu. 17. is 
ſo much the effect of our own righteouſneſs, as of the 
© righteouſneſs of God: for we who have believed, do 


| © enter into reſt,” Heb. iv. 3. And after ye believed 


in Chriſt, ye were ſealed with the holy Spirit of 


-| * promiſe,” Eph. i. 13. But they that ſtill inſiſt on 


the juſtification by works, are never like to tafte the 


. ſweetneſs of grace: ſor the reſt and rejoicing comes 
.| of ſaith and believing: and this is the joy and ſolace 


of faith, that our Lord Jeſus is the Son and heir of 


| heaven, and that we in him are the children and heirs 


of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt : for upon what 


| does all our ſalvation depend, but upon the promiſed 


mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus? and what receives 


and embraces the promiſe, but our faith? Fo love 


God, indeed, that fits us up to live with God. But 
O how can we love a judging, punilbing God, that 
is agairſt us, till we believe, that he is reconciled to 

us, 
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us, and upon terms of peace with us? for we love 
© him, becauſe he firſt loved us, and nave known 


and believed the love that God has to us,” 1 John 
": Its 0G: N 


And though ſome, in their writings of faith, ſup- 


preſs and ſtifle (or only jcer and diſgrace) the trait- 
ing part of ſaith, Iwonder that any conſctous ſinners 


dare do, ſo: and I much more wonder, that any mi- 


niſters or members of the church of England ſhould 


ever offer to do it, when the church makes this | 


truſting {o eſſential to faith, and even the whole deſ- 
eription of it. (om. of the Pall.) taith-1s called “t a 

« ſyre truſt and. confidence in the mercies of God: 
« whereby. we perſuade ourſelves,” (not only that 


Chriſt died, to put us in a capacity of pardon, which 


is all that fie will pleaſe to allow, but) © that God 


„both hath, and will forgive our fins; that he hath. 
« accepted us again to his favour, releaſed us from 


« the bonds of damnation, and received us again in- 
«to the number of his cle& people, not for our me- 
« rits or deſerts, but only and ſolely. for the merits. 
of Chriſt's death and paſſion.“ And “ this faith 
is the only inſtrument of ſalvation now leſt unto 


c us ;— even ſtedfaſtly to behold Chriſt crucified 


« with the eyes of our heart, and only truſt to be 
“ ſaved by his death and paſhon, and to have our 
« ſins clean waſhed away through his moſt precious 


blood.“ (And firſt part of Serm. of Faith:) Faith 


«is not only the common belief of.the articles of 


 « our faith, but it is alſo a true truſt and confidence -“ 
of the mercies of God, through our Lord Jeſus |: 


« Chriſt, and a ſtedfaſt hope of all good things to be 
received at God's hands.” And inſtead of caution- 


iog us — . — ſuch doctrine, the Homily of Salvat. 


x eciting 


þ 
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reciting the words of St Ambroſe, 6 They who be- 


{© lieve in Chriſt are ſaved without works, and by faith 
only, freely receive remiſſion of their ſins,” thus 


deſcants upon them: “ Confider diligently theſe 


„words, without works, by faith only, freely we re. 
* celive the remiſſion of our fins. What can be fpo- 


ken more plainly, than to fay, that ireely without 
„ works, by faith only, we receive remmiſſion of our 
ſins.“ (And then ends thus :) “Faith ſays to us, Unto 


« Chriſt only I ſend you to take away your fins, for- 


ſaking therein all your good virtues, words, thoughts 
and works, and only putting your truſt in Chriſt.”? 
(This is very plain ſpeaking; yet faith the next 


Hom.) All will not ſerve with the contentious, but 


„they will forge matters of contention, when they 
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4 have no occaſion for it.” Which was a prediction, 
that ſome, in theſe days, are very officious to verify 
upon themſelves. 5 


But when Hur articles of religion do call this god- 
ly and wholeſome doctrine ; and tome of our fathers 


land ſons of the church now gird at it, and thunder 
againſt it, as pernicious, if not damnable doQrine, 
ſhatl we hear the church, or theſe new doctors? If 


JC * 
| 
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to articles and homilies? 


ws muſt hear them, why then are not the articles 


nd homilies publicly condemned? Navy, why are they 
ſtill recommended to be read in churches, and made 
he very teſt of a ſon of this church, yea, impoſed 
3 the terms of coming into its miniſtry ? How does 
his conſiſt with what we ſo often hear from pulpits, 
nd ſee from the preſs, ſuch contrary notions, and 
ronfident aſſertions, concerning faith and juſtification, 
s if the authors of them were fworn enemies both 


I know 
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I know how coarſely the ſormer have been treated 
by ſome of late, from whom one might have expect- 


cd better words. Though they have choſe to ſwal- 
low what they find themſelves unable to digeſt, yet 


they might forbear to reproach their church and]. 
their own act both together. Þnt now it may be 


counted a favour only to expound the articles, when 
ſo many cannot forbear to expoſe them. Indeed the 
late expoſition, that ſeems to be rather a hiſtory, 
than deciſion of the controverſy, yet gives the beam 
a gentle turn, ſo, much paſt equilibrium, that one, 
who never had the honour of the great author's pri- 
vate converfation, may, notwithſtanding, thereby at- 


tain to a pretty good underſtanding of his own apts 


nion. | 


However the variety of ſenſes which he gives is 


entertaining, the acumen and dexterity of manage- 


ment very taking, and the pacific healing deſign com- 


mendable and praiſe-worthy ; (for, where we cannot 
all think alike, there muſt be ſome bearing and ſor- 
bearing one another :) but yet contradigions will 
never be reconciled, and doctrines derogating from 


God's free grace, and Chriſt's ſull merit, (by tuch as 
have experienced the one, and confide in the other,) 


cannot well be digeſted or endured. 


We have long had a good honeſt expolition, that 


has done the articles juſtice, in ſhewing their fair a- 
greement with the holy ſcriptures. And indeed they 


do fo far explain themſelves, in their own cvidence 
of expreſſon, that every true believer (though no 
ſcholar) is ready to be a ſnbiceriber. And others, of. 
the old leaven, cannot but fee ſo much naked truth 
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in them, as gives them a prejudice againſt them be · 
yond any nobility of reconcl lation, however any 
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may ſeek to hide that truth, by w rapping it up in 
the clouds of a polemic diſſertation. And when the 
ſeem to praiſe the moderation and wiſdom to be ob- 


ferved in our preſent articles, and make a flouriſh, 


as if they had them on their fide, or could expound 
them to their own cue ; they might be much better 


Plealed with a new ſet, or, at leaſt, be very willing 
to abate half a dozen of the chirty- nine ; thoſe, in 
particular, that exalt the grace of God ſo high, and 
humble the pride of man lower than they have a 
mind to be thrown. Now, here, ſome that glory in 
their ſonlliip, ſt do well to ſhew ſo much dutifut- 
neſs to their mother, that many who diſſent from the 
-diſcipline, may not be known {not to ſay ſpighted) 


| for being a great deal more orthodox in the doctrine 


of this church. But how unealy ſoever any ſons of 
the church are to be fo tied up, I cannot think the 
time is come, when there ſhould be a neceſſity of 
eoining a news ſenſe of the old articles, or that any 
alteration of our affairs ſhould call for a change in 
the doRtrine of our churgh, 1. e. {© I have all along 
underſtood it) the dockrine of the goſpel. I do lin- 
-cerely join in the church's prayer, (on St Paul's 
'converfion,) that“ God, who, through the preaching 
« of the bleſſed Apoſtle, St Paul, has cauſed the light 
es of the goſpel to ſhine throughout the world would 


grant, that we having bis wonderful converſion in 


ec remembrance, may ſhew forth our thankfulne!s 
*« to him for the ſame, by following the holy dorine 
„%% hic he taught.“ 
But if they quarrel with ſome obſolete words, or 
immodiſh exprefiions in nomolies, muſt the doctrine 
alſo ſaffer for thoſe? They may be amended, (% 
placeat ;) but I with teachers of a "oy 
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faith would let the doctrine alone, leſt it fare never 
.the better for ſuch daring innovators, who (in my 
opinion) ſhould rather have kept out of. the church, 
than come into it, to make ſo bold with their own 


ſubſcriptions, as well as her determinations, when| 


they can ſet up the loud outeries of no leſs than ruin 
to the church, from ſuch as they think are not exact 
enough in the leſſer matters, which the author of 
EIK. BAZ. (to the Pr.) calls © the ſkirts and, ſu- 
e burbs of religion; and yet themſelves never fick 
To deſperately to ſtrike at the very ſubſtance and 
vitals. 
But whatever a great man ſays againſt faith's 

“ juſtifying only as it apprehends the merits and 
© rightequſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt,” I dare admit this 
Principle, even in the engagement with an Antino- 
mian champion, depending on -a goed cauſe, and the 
authority of a. ſound church, without, preſuming on 
my great luck, or the adverſary's little cunning. 
The book, out of which quote this, and ſome books 
of the like argument, wherewith I am well pleaſed 

in the main, I ſhould admire as excellent throughout, 
it they had but another turn given them, as to the 

matters of faith taught by ours, and by all the re- 

formed churches. 
And whatever you may read in Tome books, or 
hear in ſome. ſermons, to the contrary, be ſo * roat- 
ed, then, and eſtabliſned in the faith, Eph. it. 7. 
that no cavils or ſcoffs of the adverſary may cver| 
ſhake or ſhame you out of it. O ſtrive together ſor 
* the faith of the goſpel ! 1 in nothing terrified by your 
-4 adverſaries,” Phil. i. 27, 28. let them talk never fo 
conhdently or reproachfully; ; but learn reſolution 


nere of our Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. 12. I am not aſham- 


ed; 
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ed; for I. know whom I have believed; and I 


* Jeſus Chriſt, to eternal life,” Jude 21. 
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ara 
*-perſuaded, that he is able to keep that which I 
„have committed unto him, againſt that day ;* even. 
myſelf, and the whole of my ſalvation, I have put in- 
to his bleſſed hands; and J doubt not of his ſufficien- 
cy for my good ſecurity. I ſet my heart at reſt, not 
becauſe I have gone through ſuch offices, or done 
ſuch works, but becauſe my: Redeemer liveth, who 
is able to ſave me, and invites me to come to him, 
that I may be ſaved by him. OS. 

Thus, Chriſtians, by the hand of faith, take and 
apply the Lord Jefus, with all his ſaving benefits to 
yourſelves, to rely on him for falvation ; and lay all” 
the ſtreſs of your eternal bliſs on him alone; ſo, as 
it he fail you, ye are for, ever loſt; and fo to truſt 
your whole ſalvatien on the meritorious ranſom of 


your Saviour, as to have no other ſhift or reſerve in 


the world; to reckon. upon no other way of help and 
relief, if this will not do; to deſpair of yourſelves, 
and of all other creatures, for the obtaining everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation; and to put all that ever belongs to 
your final welfare into the. ſole cuſtody of Chriſt- 
Jeſus; and to confide in the help that is laid upon 
him, the almighty. Redeemer, and in no other: this 
is to take and apply him to» yourſelves, and rely 
upon him alone, without any to go partakers with 
him, or any other refuge to turn in at, ſhould he diſ- 
appoint you; looking for the mercy of our Lord 

And thus poor helpleſs cseatures muſt do, and no 
dream of a ſelf-ſufficiency, to be like the Moſt High, 
whoſe prerogative is to depend upon none out of 
himſelf, but be glad to ſcek further, and take ſanc- 
upon the-. holy. One ot 


R 2 Iſreal, 
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© I{racl,” and put themſelves into the hands: of Jeſus: 
Chriſt, that almighty helper, with whom alone they 
may be ſafe, and there ſet their hearts at. reſt ; for 
our need and impotent ſtate do throw us upon other 
ſecurity and reſorts abroad, than what we find at 
home in ourſelves fit to be relied on. And if David 
ſaid he had fainted, unleſs he had believed,“ we need. 
not be aſhamed of that prop to our weakneſs ; but 
may rather © rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus,” and bleſs the 
God of our ſalvation, for that moſt comfortable re- 
treat; and there ſolace ourſelves, as Plal. cxvi. 7. 
„Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul! ſor the Lord. 
* hath.deatt bountiſully with thee? - 
And this now is no intoxicating opiate to ſtupiſy 
gonſcience, but a divine recipe, molt needſul to ſettle: 
the ſoul, It is building upon that rock, Rom. ix. 33. 
* on whom whoſoever believeth, ſhall not be aſham- 
ed.“ Fhough ungadly ſinners, by their blind pre- 
ſumpt ion, daſh themſelves againſt this rock, and fo: 
he proves allo for the fall of many: yet true believ- 
ers can never be eſtabliſned on any other foot And 
therefore others proimation of the lanftuary mult. 
not drive them from it, when it is not poſſible ſor. 
them to live, and be well, without it; z - for Chriſt is 


both our life, and our peace,” Col: iii. 4. and Eph.. 


ii. 14. Without this quickening Spirit, we are“ dead, 
Lin our ſins ; and, without his propitiating merit, 
we are ONE: in law, and condemned at the tribunal. 

of God. ; 
O! here is the blood that ſpeaks better things. 
than that of-Abel;? which called for wrath and ven- 
geance; but this calls for peace and reconciliation. 
And no balm of Gilead fo eſſectual to heal the wound- 
ed ſpirit. Thereſore, as the woman believed the: 
i ſhould. 


** . 
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| Tee all thy debts diſcharged in thy dying Saviour! 


and truſt to find it perſormed to thyſelf. O betake. 


| ſhould be eured, if ſhe but touched Jeſus ; and ſo ſhe 
found it, according to her faith, Matth. ix. 21. 22. 


even the filthy, that come to be purged and healed ; 
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then thy faith will be counted to thee ſor righteoul-', | 
| neſs; not becauſe of its worth, as it is thy work 
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Thus do thou venture, Chriſtian, by ſaith, to touch 
thy Saviour. Though thou art ſenſible of thy filthi- 
nels, (as the was,) yet go to that fountain opened 
ſor ſin and for uncleannels ;? and he will not reje& 


for he knows, that elte it will never be done, though 
thou ſpend all thy living in ſeeking after other help- 
ers. But thus ſhalt thou find the Lord Jeſus with 
thy ſpirit, to receive thee, and to perfect what con- 
cerns thee. When therefore the conſcience of ſin. 
pulls down thy ſoul, O look to mount. Calvary, to 


And hence will reſult the joy and peace in believ- 
eing.“ For what ſo ſaddens us as our ſins? and 
what {ins are thoſe which the blood of the Son of: 
God cannot.cleanſe us from ?. 1 | ; 
Have reſpe& then to the promiſe of God in him, 


thyſelf to Chriſt Jeſus !. ſaying,. * Lord, fave me, or 
I perith.* One good look of thine to me is more 
worth than & world. O! what ſo reviving, as for. 
thee to tell me, Thy ſins are forgiven ?? and for 
thee to ſay to my ſou}; © 1 am thy ſalvation ?” from 
thee is all the hope have of it; for nothing in my- 
ſelſ dare I rely upon; but to my Lord Jeſus I Iook, 
and from him alone is all my expectation. I throw 
myſelf upon him, I leave myſelf with him and 
* though he ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him?” and 


but becaule of his worthineſs, whom it takes and ap- 
| EY propriates 
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. Iſracl,' and put themſelves into the hands of Jeſus- LE 


Chriſt, that almighty helper, with whom alone they 
may be ſaſe, and there ſet their hearts at. reſt ; for 
our need and impotent ſtate do throw us upon other- 
ſecurity arid. reſorts abroad, than what we find at 
heme in ourſelves fit to be relicd on.. And if David: | 
ſaid he © had fainted, unleſs he had believed,“ we need. 
not be aſhamed of that prop to our weakneſs ; but 
may rather * rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus,” and bleſs the 
God of our ſ{alvation,” for that moſt comfortable re- 
treat; and there ſolace ourſelves, as Plal. cxvi. 7. 
© Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul! for the Lord. | 
« hath dealt bountiſully with thee.” 1 
And this now is no intoxicating opiate to ſtupiſy. 
gonſcience, but a divine recipe, molt needſul to ſettls 
the ſoul. It is building upon that rock, Rom. ix. 33. 
on whom whoſoever believeth, ſhall not be atham-. 
ed.“ Though ungadly ſinners, by their blind pre- 
lumption, daih themlelves againſi this rock, and ſo 
he proves allo for the fall of many: yet true believ- 
ers can never be eſtabliſhed on any other foot And. | 
therefore others proimation of the ſanQtuary. muſt | 
not drive them from it, when it is not poſſible ſor. 
them to live, and be well, without it; ſor Chriſt is 
both our liſe, and our peace,” Col: iii. 4. and Eph. 44 
11. 14. Without this quickening Spirit, we are“ dead, 
vin our ſins ;? ; and, without his propitiating merit, 
ve are dead in law, and condemned at the tribunal. : 
_ of God. | 
O]! here is the * blood that {peaks better things = 
_ © than that of- Abel,“ which called for wrath and ven- 
geance; but this calls for peace and reconcihatione: | 
And no balm of Gilead ſo eſſectual to heal the wound- 
od ſpirit. Therefore, as the woman believed ſlie 
ſnould. 


ſhould be cured, if ſhe but touched Jeſus ; and ſo the 
| found it, according to her faith, Matth. ix. 21. 22. 
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Thus do thou venture, Chriſtian, by faith, to touch 
thy Saviour. Though thou art ſenſible of thy filthi- 
nels, (as the was,) yet go to that fountain opened 


. | *for ſin and for uncleannels ;* and he will not reject 


even the filthy, that come to be purged and healed; 
tor he knows, that elte it will never be done, though 
thou ſpend all thy living in ſeeking after other help- 
ers. but thus ſhalt thou find the Lord Jeſus with 


| thy ſpirit, to receive thee, and to perfect what con- 


cerns thee. When therefore the conſcience of fin. 


| pulls down thy ſoul, O look to mount. Calvary, to 


ſee all thy debts diſcharged in thy dying Saviour! 


And hence will reſult rhe joy and peace in believ- 


eing.“ For what ſo ſaddens us as our ſins? and 
what ſins are thoſe which the blood of the Son of: 


| God cannot. cleanſe us from ?. 


Have reſpe& then to the promiſe of God in him, 
and truſt to find it perſormed to thyſelf. O betake. 
thyſelf to Chriſt Jeſus !. ſaying,. * Lord, fave me, or 


I perith.?' One good look of thine to me is more 


worth than a world. O! what ſo reviving, as for. 


thee to tell me, Thy ſins are forgiven ?? and for 


thee to ſay to my ſoul, J am thy ſalvation A from 
thee is all the hope | have of it; for nothing in my- 
ſelf dare I rely upon; but to my Lord Jeſus 1 look, 


and from him alone is all my expectation. I throw 


myſelf upon him, I leave myſelf with him; and' 


| * though he ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him? and 


then thy ſaith will be counted to thee for righteoul-' 


'| neſs; not becauſe of its worth, as it is thy work; 


but becaule of his worthineſs, whom it takes and ap- 
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propriates to thy ſoul : for faith. receives, but not de- 


ſerves the benefit. Ne 
When no evidences then of thy worthineſs do ap- 

pear, (like the ſun and ſtars hid in cloudy times,) 

yet faith will ſhew thee merit enough in thy Redeem- 


er, and refer thee to him, for what thou findeſt 
wanting in thyſelf. Nor is this making too bold with. 


him, when as he calls thee to him, and be ſure wall. 
not invite thee, to deceive thee, but be better to 
thee than can be imagined by thee, * What time. 
thou art afraid, then, O truſt in him ;? and cheer - 
up, after the example, Pſal. xliti. 5. * Why art thou 
* caft down, O my ſoul? and why art theu diſquicted. 
© within me? hope in God; for I ſhall-yet praiſe him, 
* who is the health of my countenance, and my God.“ 
Nay, faith is the very band of union, to tacorporate- 
thee with thy Saviour, as a member of his body: 
and, as manducation and eating of thy meat makes it, 
thy own, and converts it into thy ſubſtance, ſo be- 


lieving in Jeſus, eying him as the only Saviour, and: 


acquieſcing-in him for all thy ſalvation, this is the 
ligament to faſten thee to him and the means of eon- 


[| 
[1 


| 
| 


veyance to make him over to thee. And here is the 
only ſure hold; for if thou abide not in him, thou 


wilt periſh, John xv. 6. but © believing, thou ſhalt: 


© have life through his name,” chap. xx. 31. Yea,. 


s the Lord will ſave the righteous, (not beeauſe of 


| 


| 


the righteouſneſs that is in them, but) * becauſe: | 


they truſt in him,“ Pſal. xxxvii. 40. To whom: 
_ © {ware he, that they ſhould not enter into his reſt, 
but to them that believed not ?? Heb. iii. 18. But 
ye are © Chriſt's houſe, if ye hold faſt the confidence, 
and the rejoicing of hope firm to the end,” ver. 6. 
*.Calt not away thy confidence then, which has ſo 
| great 


| 


| 
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great recompenſe of reward,” chap. x. 35. Who- 
ever would put thee out of it, be no more perſuaded 
to part with thy faith, than to part with thy Savi- 
our, or thy ſoul. .Be ſtrong in faith, giving glory 
to God,” like the father of the faithful, Rom. iv. 
20. and let the world ſee, that thou ſerveſt the Lord, 
whom thou dareſt truſt. | 

And though thou art a miſerable ſinner, he will 
be the. more glorified to be thy Saviour. Though 
thou haſt been. guilty of great ſins before thy con- 
verſion, yea, and ſince too, yet why-did he bear the 
, puniſhment of them, if thou . muſt bear it? Though 
thou wanteſt . righteouſneſs to recommend thee, he 
has enough to make thee accepted in him. And the 
juſtice of heaven is more ſatisfied in his ſuffering 
once, than in thy ſuffering for ever. Nor is God 
only merciful, but juſt, in juſtifying the - believers 
on Jeſus,” Rom. iii. 26, * faithful and juſt to for- 
give thee thy ſins,” 1 John i. 9. And he that did 
| ..caſt an eye of pity upon thee, even at the worſt, be 
ſure, will not caſt thee of, when it is grown better 
with thee; as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. v. 100 If 
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np "© when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Sen; much more being recon- 


© ciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life.“ He that 
* would not diſdain thee, when there was nothing of 
| invitation in thee, will he deſert thee, after his own 


e: 5 leſſed work begun in thee, invites and engages him 
1 to perſect what concerns thee? * Wherefore ſhouldſt 
t thou fo fear in the days of evil, w-hen the iniquity 


| *+ of thy heels ſhall compaſs thee. about!“ Pal. xlix. 

„ 5. For Ged in Chriſt binds himſelf in a covenant of 
grace and ſriendſnip with all believers ; and then the 
lay of friendſhip obliges to bear with failings and in- 
firmit ies. 
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firmities. So that when thou ſinneſt of ſrailty, aud 


art carried away with the force of temptations, to 
do the evil which thou wouldſt not; yea, and when 


old reckonings and paſt fins regurgitate, and make 


new head againſt thee, thou haſt an advocate with 
the Father, Jets Chriſt the righteous, and he 1s 
© the propitiation for thy tins,” 1 John-i it. 2. So that 
the ſinful evil ſhall not be charged upon thee, when 
thou doſt not approve of it, nor conſent to it, but 
© -makeſt thy prayers and reſiſtance againſt it. That 


which thou .bearcſt, then, as a burden, and longeſt ö 


and ſtriveſt to get rid of, though it annoy thee, it 
ſhall not deſtroy thee: for Chriſt has once atoned, 
and ſtill intercedeth for ſuch tranſgreſſors. And 


where any has ought againſt them, he will place it 


on his own account, and ſo bring off and clear them. 

Doſt thou then confeſs thy fins, and endeavour to 
break them off, yet dareſt not truſt him to forgive 
them? Take heed; for thus thou thinkeſt worſe of 
thy heavenly Lord, than thou wouldlt do of any wor- 
thy friend upon earth, from whom thou wouldſt be 
bold to expect ſuch favour : whereas the bleſſed Sa- 


viour will not only equal, but exceed all the kindeft 


friends that thou knoweſt in the world. O caſt thy- 
elf then e that merey which lies open to all that 


are in miſery! not becauſe thou art worthy, but be- 
eauſe thou haſt an almighty and moſt gracious Redeem - 
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er, who diſtributes it freely: erpe R it from him, 


without money, and without price;? not becauſe thou 
.canſt fo well pleaſe him, but becauſe merey beſt pleaſes 
him, Mic. vii. 18. not for thy ſake, but for his 01 vn, II. 
Xliii. 45. for the fulneſs of that love, which covers all 
the multitude of thy ſins.” And whenever thou falleſt 
into any of them, do but humble thy ſoul, and make 
con- 


Righteouſneſs of God. 139 
conſcience to riſe again ; and let thy heart cleave to 
nothing that God abhors, ror allow thyſelf to run on 
in any known way of wickedneſs ; and then thy ſins 
| remaining, when not reſet and cheriſhed, ſhall not he 
| imputed. 
Thus let faith in Chriſt ſtill be thy ſtrong-hold; 
- | but, by a conſcientious carriage, be full of care to 
: | keep that faith in good heart: ſo to keep up the good 
: | intelhgence with heaven, by walking in thy integrity be- 
: | fore the Lord. Nor harden thy heart againſt repent- 
t | ance, when ſenſible of thy offences; and let not that 
t | heart condemn thee, for ſhutting thy eyes againſt the 
„ | Ught, which ſhews thee thy duty: for the bolder thou 
makeſt with fin, the leſs bold ſhalt thou be in thy God; 
t | and the better thou keepeſt in with him, the more con- 
. fidence ſhalt thou have towards lim. Though none of 
o | thy holineſs can merit heaven, yet he that has merit. 
cd for thee, appoints thee in this way to walk thither. 
of | And though thou doſt not * eftabliſh thy own righte- 
r- | * ouſneſs,” nor truſt to any thing that thou doſt, 
ze (not to any of thy duties, for more than belongs to 
a- them, i. e. thou muſt not truſt to them for Chriſt's 
ft part ;) yet becauſe juſtifred perſons have ſomewhat 
5 more to do than truſting in Chriſt Jeſus, let me 
at ſhew, briefly, for thy fatisfaQtion and eſtabliſhment, 
e- (as ſuch a one,) what God now requires, and will ac- 
m- cept of thee. Oe | 
m, If then thou doſt not take up with the Antinomian | 
ou conceit, to aik, What need I do any thing, when 
es Chriſt has done all? yet doſt thou run the fenſe of thy 
Il. inſufficiency to ſuch an extreme, as to count the uſe 
all of all thy endeavours but a mere impertinence, and 
+ aſkeſt, what is all my labour worth? or what will it 
fignify, let me do whatever 1 can? Do not think 
| 8 | ſignify 
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that grace will be ever the leſs free, for all thy las | 


bouring ; but though there is no merit in it, yet 
grace may be juſtly with. holden for want of it. And 


fill muſt thou be giving proof and evidence of thy 


believing, in thy working ; ard have a careful heart 
7 know * what the will of the Lord concerning thee 


© is, and put forth all the ltrengta thou haſt, to do 


the +1 hings which he commands. 
Thus then the caſe ſtands: 


He requires thee to mortify all. thy luſts, and t to 
break off all thy fins; to yield him entire obedience, | 


and to abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs. , True 
But then, for all this, he allows thee time, and will 
Lupply thee with ſtrength; and will-accept thee, do- 

ing it in ſuch manner, and by ſuch degrees, as thy 


frailty will admit. And he does not expect, that all 


on a ſudden thou ſhouldit ſhake off every corruption, 
but that thou ſhouldſt labour to ſubdue them, accord- 
ing to that meaſure of ſtrength thou haſt received. 


And when thou laveſt thy defigns, and .bendeſt thy 


forces againſt the ſins that hang upon thee, though 


thou art not projenyy rid of Laden he will accept 
thee. 

And 1 thou un not t quite baniſh the.cor- 
rrupt ion from dwelling in thee, nor get the full and 
perfect conqueſt over it; yet, if thou warreſt againſt 


it, to prevent the reign of it, and wilt not yield thy- 


{elf a vaſſal to it; but whenever thou art carried cap- 
tive by it, thou groaneſt under the bondage, and 
Uruggleſt to regain thy freedom, thou ſhalt be ace. 
cepted. 
Thy Lord does: not look for unſinning righteouſ- 
veſs now from thee; for if all were ſo right and well 
z ith thee, of what uſe then would the Saviour be to 
thee? 
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| thee? Hadſt thou a full ſufficiency in thyſelf, there 


would be an end then of leaning by faith upon him. 
He expects not that thou ſhouldſt punQually anſwer 
all that ever the law demands; but that chou ſhouldſt 
approve his law, and have a will preſent to do; N. 
and deſire and ſtrive {till better to fulfil it. And it 


thou haſt a ſincere love and reſpect to all his com- 


mands, though thou failkeſt in the performance of 


| many particulars, he will accept thee, and take thy. 
fultilling of his law ( Lt epteikeran ) with a goſpel mi- 
tigation, and not exact it ( _ atribecun / according 


to the legal rigour.. 

He would have the fruätſul in good works; and to 
© let thy light ſhine before men,” that they may ſce 
them. Yet he expects not. now the harveſt, but the 


| firſt-fruits of goodneſs; and ſtands nor ſo much on: 


the actions, as the affections; not on the perfeAion 
of the work done, but the readineſs of mind, and ala- 
rity. of: the heart that it. comes from. 

The righteouſneſs inherent that he calls ſor, is 
not an abſolate: freedom from evil, or a perfection of 
obedience ; no, but the confeſſing of thy unrighteoul-- 
neſs, and bewailing thy ſinſulneſs, and longing and 
labouring more and more to get out of it, and to rite: 
to a more eminent height of newneſs of life, and to 
fill up all' the wants and imperfections, by faigh and” 


| affiance, in the moſt holy Saviour. And then, thouglu- 


E dare not tell thee; (as ſome do,) that Chriſt has 
merited this for thee, that thou ſliouldſt be juſtified 
by thy own doings, and inherent righteouſnels ; yet 
I darc allure thee thai imperfet ſervices ſhall be 
taken in good part from thee, when thou art by faith: 
intereſted in the perfect Mediator and Redeemer ;.; 
for it is through his death, that the God of heaven 

82 reconcile; 
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reconciles us, and fo © preſents us holy, and unblame- 
* able, and unreproveable in his ſighit;' (not upon 
the impoſſible condition, that we never any more do: 
amiſs; but) if we continue in the faith, grounded 
and ſettled, and be not moved away ſrom the hope 
© of the goſpel,” Col. i. 21, 22, 23. | 

Pat forth thyſelf then to do as thou canſt, and that 
will give thee a © teſtimony of conſcience,” which will 
be thy © rejoicing, in ſimplicity and - godly ſincerity, 
to have had thy converſation in the world, 2, Core. | 
1. 12. And when thy heart condemns thee not for | 
any wickedneſs allowed in it, then thalt thou have: 
confidence towards God,? and find his kingdom with- 
n thee to be not only. © righteouſneſs, but peace and 
joy in the holy Ghoſt.” So that thou mayſt take 
comſort even in thy perſonal righteouſneſs, as it is 
an evidence of grace, and of thy implantation in the 
living vine. And thus * proving thy own work, thow 

* maytt have rejoicing in thyſelf and not in another,“ 
Gal. vi. 4. unleſs it be in him, that has made thee to. 
differ, and altered thee fo much for the better; yea, 
in him, who (according to that new covenant which 
thou art under) has , promiſed to put his law,“ not 
only in thy mind, (to think of it.) but * iu thy heart, 
(to delight in it:) and * cauſe thee to walk in his 
e ſtatutes, and to keep his judgments, and do them,“ 
Ezck. xxxvi. 27. and (for what thou faileſt) to be 
« merciful to thy unrighteouſneſs and thy fins, and 
© remember thy iniquities no more,“ Heb. vin. 10, 
12. Thou haſt encouragement then to go'on cheer- 
ſally with thy duty, though it be attended with frail - 
ty, and delight ito do the will of God,“ according to 
"the proportion of thy ability. 


But | 
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But having done thy beſt, yet truſt to nothing 


that thou doſt, nor miſtake thy way ſor thy journeys 


end. No; let thy Saviour alone ſtill have the hon» 


our to be thy reſuge and fortreſs, thy tower of de- 
fence, and rock of ſalvation, where thou layſt up all 


thy hope, and on which thou haſt all thy dependence. 
Nor think it enough to imitate them, who make him 
no other amends, for ſharing his honour, in ſatisfy- 
ing for themſclves, but only to ſhut up their colleQs, 


| per Jeſum Chriflum Dominum noſtrum, as the acute 
Pemble perſtringes the Romiſh faith. It is not ſuch 


a formality that will pay him his due glory. But 
even when thou doſt the beſt ſervice to him, yet muſt 


thou repoſe all thy hope and confidence in him. And 


as thou muſt not ſo depend upon his mercy, as to 


neglect the care of thy duty; fo. neither have ſuch 


dependence on any of thy duties, as to caſt away thy 
truſt in his mercies. Only give duty and obedience 


| their due place and office under thy Lord Redeemer; 


but aſcribe not the work and glory of Chriſt to any 
the beſt of thy works; ſet them not in competition 
with him, much leſs in oppoſition to him, to make 
them the price of redemption, or meritorious of thy 
ſalvation. O never think to ſet up ſuch a rightequi- 
neſs of works, as ſhall ſatisfy the juſtice of heaven, 
without being beholden to the ſatisſaction of Chriſt 
Jeſus ; but, humbly bewailing thy own unrighteouſ- 


neſs, plead the rightcouſneſs of thy Saviour, as that 


wherein thou wouldſt be ſound, and by which theu 
reſolveſt ever to abide. 


For (according to the Felgic conſeſſion) «we ſhall 


ce ſtraight be overwhelmed with the majeſty of God, 
« if we preſent ourſelves beſore it, trufling either to 


ce ourſclves, or to any-other creature ; and * 
| | f 4. WI 
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« be nothing but doubting and wavering, and the 

„ conſcience alw ays ſtaggering, and in torment, with- _ 
„ out an entire reliance on the latisfattion of n 
6 Chriſt.” “ a 


And ſo the church of Bohemia, 1 Chriſt Alone is 
“% our perfection and fulhling of the law, our life, 


& and our righteouſneſs.; and wholvever. receive him 
by faith, and repoſe the truſt of their ſouls in him, 
have all their fins waſhed away-in.his-blood ; ſo- 
that after they need not fear condemnation.” 
And the counſel of Auſpurg does not miſcall it, 
« Phariſaic blindneſs, to miilake the doctrine of. 
I juſtifcation by faith; which extols-the honour of 
Chriſt, © offers ſveet: and ſure conſolation to godly: 
% minds, teaches the true knowledge of God's mer-. | 
& cy, and. produces his right worſhip and en = 


„lie.“ 


And aecordinghy 1 all thoſe proteſtant At 
es in the world, the conſeſſions of whoſe faith I have- 
ſeen, ſignified their ſenſe of this doctrine; a doctrine 
that quells our fears, and raiſes. our ſouls, from jea-: 
| louſy of the Lord's mercy, to “ rejoice in hope of 
« his. glory ;” from groaning under the body of 
this death, to-ſing praiſe unto God, that | om us: 
the victory through our Lord Jefas. Chriſt.” 1 
But they that ſet men to dig juſtification out of 
the mines of their own righteouſneſs, puſh them upon 
an impoſhble taſk, and ſtretch conſcience upon a tor- 
menting rack, to ting: and wound, without offering” 
any true eaſe and healing, propoſing: ſuch a method: 
of juſtiheation wherein it can never be effected; and 
yet inſiſting peremptorily upon it, that fo it muſt be 
done ; whipping and ſpurring poor creature to carry 
mountains, for which, when they ſee their utter in- 
ſufficiency, 
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ſuſſicieney, thus their peace is ruined, and there 
they are leſt in doleful diſtreſs and deſperate agony, 
and fo frighted from reliance on the bleſſed Jeſus, 
that they ſcarce dare turn their heads to look that 
[O miſerable comforters, that would drive us out 
. ol:this reſort! Wretebed Chriſtians, that fo derogate 
2 from the merits of Chriſt, as if they were not fit to be 
relied on! which are indeed the only ſtay for a poor ſin- 
tul ſoul to take hold of, if ever that ſoal would have 
peace, and be at reſt. God knows what ſorry keepers f 


8 the peace we are, and how 11Þit is preſerved when lying 
5 only upon us, who are every day breaking with him, 
and flying out againſt him, after he has been recon- 
diled to us. It is his peace alone that keeps our 
: | © hearts,” Phil. iv. 7. And in me ye ſhall have 


| * peace,” faith our Lord, John xvi. 33. not in all the 
. | beſt that ever you can do yourſelves. - And there- 


: fore it is in Chriſt Jeſus that we muſt * rejoice, and 
> | not have any confidence in the fleſh,” Phil. iii. 3. nor 
T be fo hardy, as to cafſ ourſelves upon a trial, by that. 
, | law, which will for eertain condemn us: for our ſin- 
f | ning againſt the law has not ſreed us from it; and 
„ where ever we come ſhort of obedience to the whole 


law, we are guilty of fin and liable to the curſe. Nor 
can we through virtue of the goſpel-covenantbe juſti- 
fed by our perſonal righteouſneſs, becaute there is no 

| leſs perfe&righteouſneſs required in the goſpel, thanin 

the, law the ſame holy rule being ſtill in ſullforce. And 

if we are juſtified.by inherent righteouſneſs, then are 
we ſtill under the-covenant of works; for if it be of 
works, it is no more of grace. Nay, ſuch as make 
obedience and perſeverance the condition of our ju- 
5 thy ſtification 
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Kification, offer that which can never be accompliſh- 


ed till our death. And ſo no juſtification (according | 


to them) is to be had in this life. And then, (in the 
judgment of our church,) neither can one good work 
ever be done iu this liſe: for we are taught, (Art. 
12.) that © works are the fruits of faith, and follow 


e after juſtification ;” and (Art. 13.) that © works | 


done before juſtification, are ſo far from being good 
and pleaſing to God, that they have the nature of 
« fin.” And if juſtification be only a reverſion, and 
ſulpended for term of life, where then is the peace 
and joy which believers have in it, as a done thing 
already paſt? for ſo the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, Rom. 
v. I. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God.“ And if we are juſtified by faith in our Savi- 
our's blood, what works then are joined with that ? 
For what is faith in his blood, but a depending upon 
the meritorious effuſion of that precious blood, for 
the gratuitous remiſſion of our ſins? And if God 
impute righteouſneſs without works, Rom. iv. 6. 
then we may indeed rejoice and triumph in the bleſ- 
fed effects of his grace, already wrought in us, which 
is the true ingenuous ſpirit. of the goſpel, oppoſite to 
that ſervile ſpirit, which ſome are at ſo much pains 
to bring believers under. 

And when God in mercy (with named to our ne- 


ceſlity, and for the relief of our impoteney) hath given 


out the ſubſidiary command, provided for our lap-, 
ſed Nate, that we ſhould * believe on the name of his 


© Son,” and ſs believe unto righteouſneſs, and to fal- 


vation ;) how do they flight their ſouls, as well as 


their peace, and throw away their ſalvation, together | 


with their conſolation, that make light of the only 
Mediator, and diſpute and cavil themſelves out of 
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their faith, and make but a jeſt of believing in Chriſt, 
to the. ſaving of the ſoul ! O what madneſs, to reje&t _ 
the only ſure hold in the world, and ſtand off from 
the only ſafe refuge, where reſt is to be found for 
the ſoul! 

Mew may crack of their righteouſneſs, good ©: con- 
ſeience, and innocence; and well if ſuch as boaſt moſt 
of it, had more to ew for it. We plead as much 
as ever they can do for it. And therefore our doc- 
trine can bring no one under any danger for the 


want of it. But then if it be charged upon us as our 


crime, that we caution men ſrom truſting to it, we 
are willing to bear that burden, and wiſh that they 
do not bring a far heavier upen themſelves, whoſe. 
turn nothing will ſerve, but they muſt work their own 
juſtification out of it, One would think their proud 
opinion ſhould need no other confutation, but to hear 
conſcience tell them their own, what they have done, 
and what they do deſerve, But if nothing ſave the 
tribunal of God will filence them, thither we muſt 
remit them. And when it comes to the putting to 
for life and death eternal, I doubt not but the beſt 
then will ſoon have enough of it, and be glad to be- 
take themſelves to another plea. All ſophiſtical 
wrangling for the merit of works will be for ever 
daſhed, and ſtruck dead at that judgment-feat, where 
will be no trifling or colluſion of words, but all ſhall 


be ſearched and tried to the bottom, before that glo- 


rious Majeſty, whoſe brightneſs (as one of our firſt 
reformers repreſents it) "« darkens the ſun, whoſe 


a ſtrength melts down the mountains, whoſe anger 


« thakes the earth, whoſe purity makes even the 


& heavens look ſullied, whoſe wiſdem catches the 


«© ſybtile in their craftineſs, whoſe juſtice the angels 
chemſelyes 
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K themſelves cannot ſtand before, whoſe wrath, once 
e kindled, burns to the loweſt hell, and to the ut- 
© moſt eternity.” O let the beſt men that ever 

lived, offer their lives and actions to be Teanned be- 

ſore this molt worthy,. but dreadful, Judge eternal ; 

and then tell me, if Eliphaz ſaid too much, Job xv. 

| 14 15, 16, What is man, that he ſhould be clean? 

© and he which; is born of a woman, that he ſhould be 
rep ? Behold, he putteth no truſt in his ſaints ; 
yea, the heavens are not clean in his ſight, How 
much more abomnable and filthy is man, which 

« drinketh iniquity like water?“ 

Though men may not cavil it out with their fel- 
lows, yet all the defences and confidences, how will 
they vaniſh at the preſence of their glorious Maker, 
when he comes to judge the world? And when the 
laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, they will be rouſed out of 
the fine golden dreams of their oft riches and Tighte- 
ouſneſs, and be confounded even at the very beſt 
worth of their own, upon which' they were wont ſo 
much to value themſelves, and not backward then 
to make David's confeſſion, Pſal. exix. 1 20. My 


*© fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am airaid of | 


« thy judgements.“ And may not this ſtain the 
8 pride of all glorying in any thing that we have done, 
or can do, and humble the. lofty looks, and bring 


down the haughtineſs of man, that the Lord alone | 


will be exalted in that? dreadful * day 3) and to him 
alone, and not to any man, ſhall be all the glory of | 
the ſalvation of. every one that is laved! ? 3 


. Almighty Judge, how Niall poor mortals brook 
180 e dreadful look, e | 8 
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Able a heart of iron to appall, 
When thou thalt call 
For every man's peculiar book ! 
What others mean to do, I know not well ; 
But I hear tell, 
That ſome will turn thee to ſome leaves therein 
So void of lin, 


That they in merit ſhall __ 


But J reſolve, bon thou ſhalt call for mine, 
| that to decline, 
And thruſt a teſtament into thy hand ; 
: Let that be ſcanned, 
There thou ſhalt find, my faults are thine. 


HERE: . 


And if any dun think mey en can ſtand well enough 
upon their own legs, and are for eſtabliſhing their 
* own righteouſneſs, O C hriſtians, do not ye count 
it a diſparagement to imitate the ſpouſe of Chriſt | 
that is repreſented, Cant..viii..5: coming up from 
the wilderneſs, leaning upon her Beloved.” But as 
'your weakneſs makes you all to need the prop, ſo will 
vou ſhew your. wiſdom in making uſe of it. And take 
it not for a thing of indifferency, but your bounden 
duty, when this is the command of God, that you 
ſhould believe on the name of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt,” 
1 John iii. 23. O bleſs his name, that he has given 
you his Son to believe in, and obliged you to that, 
| which is your only ſure ſupport, and everlaſting con- 
| - folation. And let no diſputers: or. ſcorners abroad 
In the world, nor any unworthineſs or failings at 
home in your ſely es, ever pluck you from this faſt- 
_ nor ' wrench you out of this fiducial affiance in 
e 5 the. 
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the Lord your righteouſneſs and your Redeemer. 


Hut look to the bleſſed Jeſus, and depend all upon 
him; and hope for life only ſrom his death; and 


truſt to his merits and righteouſneſs alone, for the 


pardon of all your fins, for the whole of your ae- 


ceptance with God, and all that ever you would have 


to do you good, both here and for ever. 


And thus * ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs | of. 


© God,” and repoſing your confidence in the Son of 


God, your expectation ſhall not periſh ; you ſhall not 


be aſhamed: of your hope, but ſhall believe, to the 


quieting of your minds, and to. the ſaving of . 
fouls. | | 


Colle fr F FAB 1 after Epiph. and por of 
2 We. | 


5 O * . * ſceſt that we put not our truſt in 


thing that we do, we beſeech thee, to 


Ms oy; church! and houſehold continually in thy 


true religion, that they who do lean only upon the 
hope of thy heavenly grace, may evermofe be de- 


fended by thy = 45 Wü Wer en Chev 


aur Lord. 
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the Lord your righteouſneſs and your Redeemer. 
But look to the bleſſed Jeſus, and depend all upon 
him ; and hope for liſe only from his death; and 
trult to his merits and righteouſneſs alone, for the 
pardon of all your fins, for the whole of your ae- 
ceptance with God, and all that ever you would have 
to do you good, both here and for ever. 

And thus * ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of 
God,“ and repoſing your confidence in the Son of 
God, your expectation ſhall not periſh ; you ſhall not 
be aſhamed of your hope, but ſhall believe, to the 


quieting of your minds, and to the ſaving of your 
fouls, | 


Colle? for Fe 7⁰ Sunday after Epiph. and part of 


agel. 


Lord, who ſeeſt that we put not our truſt in 
* any tbing that we do, we beſeech thee, to 
keep thy church and houſehold continually in thy 
true religion, that they who do lean only upon the 
hope of thy heavenly grace, may evermofe be de- 
fended by thy mighty powers through Jeſus Chritt 
dur Lord. Amen. 5545 


